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TO THE 

R E A D E R. 

THREE years are now elapfed 
fince the firft volume of Letters, 
written by a Spy at Paris, was publifticd 
in Engtifh. And it was expeded that' a 
fccond (hould have come out long before 
this. The favourable reception which that 
found amongft all forts of readers would 
have encouraged a fpeedy tranflation of 
the reft, had thefebeen extant any French 
edition of more than the firft part ; but, 
after the ftridleft enquiry, none could be 
heard of: And as for the Italian, our 
Bookfellers have not that correfpondence 
in thofe parts, as they have in the more 
ncijjhbouring countries of France and Hol- 
land ; fo that it was a work defpaircd of, to 
recover any more of this Arabian's Me- 
moirs. We little dreamed that the Floren- 
tines had been fo bufy in prin^og, and fo 
fuccefsful in felling, the contini:^d tranfta- 
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To the READER. . 

tion of thefe Arabian Epiftlcs,till it was the 
fortune of an Englifti Gentleman to tiavel 
in thofe parts Tdft fiimmer, and difcovcr 
the happy news* I will not foreAal his 
Jctter, whi<5h is annexed to- ibis Preface, 
for the fatisfadion of the world ; but only 
acquaint you, that, upon tjie receipt of it, 
the pcrfon to whom it was directed was' 
fo well pleafed with the propofal, that he 
made it his immediate bufinefs to find out 
thp English tranflator of the firft voluche, 
as judging him to be the fitteft ptrfon ; 
which being done, he immediately gave 
an account qi his proceedings to Mr. 
Saltmarfti, at Amftcrdam^ who fent him 
over two tomes 'of the Turkifh Spy in 
Itah*an^ with promife of the reft, when^ 
thefc were made Englifli. 

One of thefc I here prefeht you with, 
and the other will, ere long, be ready for 
the prefs. - 

I need not fay any thing of the original 
Arabick,or of the Author, the place of his 
abode, and how his writings came to 
light. Sufficient has been fppken on that 
fubjed, in the Preface to the firft part. 
I jQiall only add, that, if his ftylemay feem 
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To the READER. 

h this pirt to :iy^ry fotnetimes from the 
£rft volume, it mull: be attributed lo the 
.difference of the lan?ua.ies from whence 
they are tranllated, it being. impoffible to 
obferve an c^ual idiom in following two 
'fuch different languages as French and 
Italian J the one dancing in foft meafures^ 
delicate, cadences/ and fmooth periods ; 
the other advancing in lofty ftrains, keep* 
ing a Roman pace, full of mafculine and 
fcotentious gravity. - ■ 

Neither can the Arabian himfelf be fap- 
fofed always in the fame temper; or that 
his ftyle ihould be all of a pie^Cr In 
feme places* where he treats of iiegcs and 
battles, he feems to foot the Pyrrhick 
tneafures in prpfe ; there breathes a eertaia 
martial ardor in hk words. In 'other 
places, oh the fame fubjed, he goes on like 
^n impartial Hiftorian, barely rfclati»ng 
fnatter of fad, without any lowers or 
gloffes, , He feems not to trifle with phi- 
lofophy, or religion; but handles the one 
in the peculiar dialect of the Eaft, and 
treats of the o^her in the caftigate language 
of the Weftern fchools, to (bew lie had 
been converfant in the academies; as he 
A3. him- 



To the kEADER. 
himfelf profefles, Letter XX. Book L 
Vol. I. In. a word, throughout all his 
Letters, there is a quaintnefs of exprefHon 
peculiar to the Arabians : And however 
he may vary in his ftyle, yet his fenfc 
retain? the fame edge; he is lively to the 
very lail:. Nay, as far as I can perceive, 
both his language, icnfc, and judgment, 
grow more corredl as he advances, in 
years; and you will find fome difference 
between his Letters of 1637 and 1660. 
Ejrpeft the whole ferics of them as 
faft as they can conveniently be publiflied, 
the thiid volume being almoft ready for 
the piefs: In which the reader wilt find 
the ftrangeft revolutions, and, moft ama- 
ssing, accidents, that ever happened in the 
world fince the creation; with many 
French intrigues and Court policies, which 
would never have come to light, had it 
Dot been for this fubtle Arabian. Fare* 
wcl. 



A 

LETT E R 

From Mr. Daniel. Saltmarsh to his 
Friend in London, concerning the Italian 
Copy of the TURKISH SPY. 

SIR^ 

T Ravelling through Itaijr this fummei;,| 
and coming to Ferrara about the mid- 
dle of June, i madc&me ftay in that city, 
in compliance with the importunity of my 
fifter,^^ the wife of Signior Nicolao Valentini, 
formerly Merchant in London. During my 
\abode at her hpufe, I wiis brought acquainted 
with that crminent and learned Phyfician, 
Julio de Medicis, of the houfe of Florence, 
and late Student at Piadua. This accom* 
ptiftied perfbn received me with Angular hu- 
manity and friendfhip : In all his deportment 
giving proofs of a difpofition worthy of his 
character, and the blood which runs in his 
veins. He is univerfally learned, a^id by his 
prodigious reading (which cannot be hid from 
thofe who converfe with him) he fcerricd to 
mc a Walking Library. You cannot name 
A 4 an 
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Mr. Saltmarsh's Letter, &c. 

an author of note, with whom he is not 
acquainted, being a careful colle6tor, or rather 
an engrofler, of all remarkable books. He 
^ gave me familiar acccfs to his library^ which, 
according to the beft computation I could 
make, conCfted of no lefe than fix thoufand 
choice treatifes. You know my inclination, 
aad will eafily believe that I took no fmall 
delight in the liberty I had, not only to fur- 
vey, but alfo to ma,ke ufe of this treafure, fo 
long as I ftaid in Fcrrara. - 1 was there daily, 
and thought that time mifpent, which my 
other obligations took from myftudy. Among 
.other books, i chanced to open the Italian 
iranflation of the Turkifti Spy, which was fo 
.celebratied all over Europe, and whicH I had 
read both in French and Englifli. I bad the 
curiofity to perufe it oyer, and found it 
exadiy to agree with thofe tranflations L had 
feen y which made me aflc this Gentteman, 
AVhether there were no mor^ volumes of it 
printed ? He prefently (hewed me fix more, 
•and told me, the eighth was in the prefs. 
Overjoyed at this news, I a&ed him where J 
might furnifti myfelf with thofe feven volunies 
already printed ?' He aflured me, the firft 
impreilionfi were all fold off, but that they 
would be reprinted again. I exprefied ibme 
forrbw and concern, that I could not procure 
thofe books; when, with an unparalleled 
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Mr. SALTMARSii's Letter, &d 

generofity, he frankly bellowed thofe feven 
Tolumcs upon noe. It is true, at our firft 
acquaintance, I h^d obliged him with a 
prefent, on which, I believe, he fet a greater 
price than on thefe books ; it being a watch 
of moft curious workmahftiip, made by one 
of the greateft artifts in Italy. However, I 
fancied tny gift returned feveo-fold in thefe 
books. I brought them along with me 
through Germany into Holland, where I kept 
them as a fecret treafure v beiijg defirous, if 
poflible, that the fix volumes, which are not 
yet tranflated out of Italian, might firft fpeak 
my native tongue, that fo we may not always 
be obliged to the French for the moft aCceptr 
able produiils of the prefs. Knowing there- 
fore the Angular -delight you take in enter- 
{)rizes of this nature, and how much it may 
ie in your way to procure a tranflation of 
thefe volumes, by reafon of ,your great ac- 
quaintance with learned and ingenious men, 
1 offer you the refufal of this undertaking ; 
both for the friendfliip that is between us, 
and becaufe I know none fo fit to rtianage 
this defign as yourfelf. I will willingly ven- 
ture a fiiare in the coft, but I would have na 
more than a third perfon concerned in it. If 
you accept of this propofal, I will fend yoi> 
the Italian voluaies, and leave the fuccefs 10= 
your conduft. I can aflure you,, that none 
A 5 b^t 
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Mr, Saltmarsh^s Letter, fcc. 

but the firft part is as. yet tranflated into 
French, or any. other language, except the 
Italian •, and the. following Tomes are not to 
be had for money ; therefore we have a fair 
opportunity of obliging the nation with a 
work fo long expected, and fo much defired 
by all that have feen the firft volume. My 
occafions require me to fpend this winter at 
Amfterdam ; but I hope, in the fpring, to 
fee you at London* In the interim am» 

S I R,^ Your's, &c. 

Daniel Saxtmarsh* 

Amfterdam, Sept. 
f , 169P. 
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LETTER I. 

Mahmut the Arabian, faithful Slave, of 
Sultan Ibrahim, to Bekir BafTa, his 
Highnefs's Chief Treafurer at Conftan- 
tinopk. 

IK N O W not whether it be a vice or a virtue td 
be fearful in my circumftances. I am no ftoick, 
por can I pretend an exemption from the common 
pafiions of men. However, *tis not for myfelf I 
am foUicitous, but I confult the good of my com- 
'niffion. There is a difference between caution 
snd fear^ and apprehenfion of danger, is not to 
ke termed pufillanimity. 

I have written fix letters to Carcoa at Vienna, 
but have received no anfwer thefe four moons. This 
n^ele^ puts me upon thinking ; and I am puzzled 
to tnd out an excufe for him. I would fain continue 

Vox.. II. B my 
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tny good opinion of his honefly, without for/eitir^ 
my Icnfcs : For, although I am not naturally fufpi- 
cious, yet experience has taught me to number jea- 
loufy among the cardinal virtues. 

Not to amufe thee, I am afraid of treachery, 
Carcoa knows the fecret of my commiifion, and it 
lies in his power to do much mifchief. Yet I may 
wrong the man ; perhaps he is dead : and there are 
no polis that bring news from the. grave, if he be 
in the region of filence, and expired in bis integri- 
ty, the two black angels (hall have no power to hurt 
him. But I wonder 1 fhould have no intelligence of 
his death, neither from the Minilters of the Port^j 
nor from Eliachim the Jew. I tell thee, I am un- 
Cd\y till I know the truth. 

When I fit in my chamber, -rnd hear any difcour- 
fing in the houfe, 1 imagine 'tis about mej vvheaJ 
go along the ftreets, if any man fattens his eyes on 
me, he arrcfts me with fear and apprehenfion. 'Tis 
true, I am willing to undergo the worft they can in- 
flidl: ', but it would extremely enhance the forrows of 
deatli, to fee the fecrets of the Sublime Porte, be- 
come the fcorn and derifion of infidels. 

For thcfe rcafons, I have removed myfelf about 
a league from Paris, pretending it is for my health, 
trufting the conveyance of my letters, and other 
bufmeis to Eliachim, who, for ought I know, may | 
prove a reed of Egypt. ' 

I defire thee, nay, I conjure thee to fend a fpeedy 
fupply of money, v/ithout vvhich 'tis impoflible for 
poor Mahmut, the vileft flave of the great and invin- 
cible Ibrahim, to perform what is expefted of him. 

The great God reward thy fidelity with unfading 
trealures. ^ 

Faris, icth of the 7th Moon, 

of the Year 1642. ; 

According to the Chriillan flyle. 1 
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- LETTER II. 

To the Aga of the Janizaries, 

THE God of War feems to efpoufe the quarrel of 
the Swedes ; and all the planets contribute to 
their profperity ; even Venus herfelf, has for a while 
laid aiide all her ufual fofmefs, appearing now in the 
field arm'd cap-a-pee, with a train of Swedifh Ama- 
zons at her heels. 

Thou wilt think I romance in telling thee this, and 
only temporize with thy genius, having often heard 
thee paiHonately admire the valiant a<fts of Semiramis, 
and other Eaftern virago's : but affure thyfelf, that 
the Swedes after fome late battles, when they went to 
bury their dead, ftripping them of their cloaths, 
found feveral of the fair fex under the difguife of 
men, among which there were forne of quality^ 

It is faid, that one of thefe was fecn to engage Duke 
Albert himfelf, with a matchlefs bravery and cou- 
rage ; the Duke being twice unhorfed by her, and as 
often remounted by his vigilant Squires. 

Thofe that pretend to know more than the com- 
mon fort, fay, that revenge was the motive which 
brought this' lady into the field, having received a 
grofs afFront from Duke Albert in the German courts 
However, the Duke died of the wounds he received 
of this Bellona, and (he furvived not to triumph 
over her dead enemy. 

After this, the Swedes, under the command of 
General Torftenfon, marched in Silefia ; took Glow- 
go w by ftorm the 12th of the s^h Moonj and 
Suciniez, on the 7th' of the 6th Moon. 

And, as if nothing were able to dlfcourage or 

baffle the indefatigable mind of this great General, 

he invcfted the ftrong town of Olmitx in Moravia, 

- B 2 and 
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and took it after fourteen days fiege. The pofb 

re r rived this morning with this news. 

Be ilrong and of good courage, and God Ihall 
give thee viaory in battel, when thou fighteft againft 
the Infidels. Abftain from wine, and from oppref- 
fion. And receive this advice, as a teftimony of 
my efteem and friendOiip. 

Paris, 2cth of the 7th Moon» 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER in. 

To Ibrahim Chanregil, Chief Boftangi, or 
Gardener to the Sultan. 

THOU that art daily converfant with the el- 
deft products of the earth, and canft call the 
whole vegetable family by their proper names, tell 
me whether there be Aich a plant, as by its baneful 
influence blafts all that grows within ten cubits of 
its root. I would not put fuch a queflion to thee, 
had I not lately feen fomething in the garden of 
a certain nobleman near Paris, which makes me 
think 'tis true. They call it here [the ill neighbour] 
becaufe it preys (they fay) on all the herbage that is 
near it, rifins and floqrifhing by their fall. Indeed, 
at the time l faw it, there was a wither'd circle 
round it; whilft this devouring fprout look'd gay 
and full, augmented by the fpoils of neighbouring 
grafs: a proper- femblem of oppreiHon. I wiih 
'twere growing in the gardens of all cruel tyrants, 
that in this natural grafs they might behold their vo« 
racious fpirits. 

I will not thus call in quefiion thy knowledge 
of £.n herb, which (buns all human touch. Here 
b oiie in the fame garden, which the nobleman 

boafts 
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boafts was by thy hands cropt from the Sultan's gar- 
dcns^ and being fee in a pot of earth prefcntcd to 
him. Thou didft not well confult thy fafety, in fuch 
a grand prefumption, nor yet the honour of thy 
fovereign mafter, who ((hould it ever reach his ears) 
would foon tranfplant thee from the garden of the 
Seraglio to the Elyfian Fields. 

Thououghteft to receive this reprimand with high* 
eft gratitude, fince it will not fliut thee out of thofe 
pleafant walks and groves with the high imperial 
walls. Ufe more prudence another time ; and fconi 
fuch eafy condefcenfions to infidels. Say, that I am. 
thy friend in this advice ; and, in recompence, I 
only dcfire this gooJ ofHce of thee, to watch the 
motions of my enemies. There are no lefs than 
three great officers of the feraglio, hammering out 
piy ruin. Thou knowcft wlio I mean. Keep thy 
integrity. The fly infmuating words of Shalhini 
Ifthani, the black eunuch^ fpoksn not long ago in my 
tKfgrace to the principal Secretary of State, quickly 
(echoed to my chamber in Pari». Be ftlent and 
Wife. 

Paris, acth of th« 7th Moon^, 
of the Year 164a. 



LETTER IV. 

To Muzlu Reis EiJendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of State at Conftantinople. 

IF it were lawful -for me totake the oath of our 
holy prophet, I would fwear by the hour of the 
evening, that thy news is welcome. 

I had fcarce ftnifh'd our appointed devotions after 
f*ui fee, when the poft brought me thy difpatch,, 
^ich informs me, that Carcoa at Vienna is dead 
B 3 I re- 
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I rejoice not at the death of an honeft flare to 
Ibrahim; let flowers fpring from the dufl: of his 
grave. Neither can I mourn for a man, that mafr 
be gone to new and richer pofl^eflTions ; yet 1 am 
pleafed, that he quitted the old fairly, and has left 
behind him an odour of virtue. A man in his pofl 
is attack'd with flrong temptations, and he that re- 
fifls to the end merits a wreath gathered from the 
tree of life. 

Thou mayefl: think, 'tis with more eafe I receive 
the news of Carcoa's death than of his infidelity » 
nor that I value the rack or any other tortures, 
with which the policy of ftate ufes to draw confef- 
fions of capital crimes. But I would not have the 
grand affairs of the Ottoman Porte, come within the 
verge of a fcrutiny. 

I'his news is the bcft cure for the illnefs I pre- 
tended, when I exchanged Paris for the country air 
ten days ago; whereof llechir Bafla has received an 
account. 

I am now returned to my old lodging, and anfi 
congratulated for my fpeedy. recovery, by them tha»t 
knew not my true diflemper. 

Thou informed me, that by the order of the 
Divan, one Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, is appointed 
fucceflbr of Carcoa : I wifli he may acquit himfclf 
as well. 

The five hundred zechins thou hafl ordered me by 
him, will be very welcome to a man, who has been - 
forced to retrench many charges, that he might the 
better fervc the Grand Signior. 

The King of Spain may wi(h, that he could con- 
clude a peace on as eafy terms with the French King, 
as the Sophy of Perfia has with the Sultan Ibrahim 

None but God and his Prophet know the zeal with 
which I ferve the Sublime Porte. 



Paris, 20th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 
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L E T T E R V. 

To the Kaimacham. 

I SHALL now acquaint thee with the death of thd 
Queen-mother and dowager of France, who fell 
a facriiice to the ambition of the Cardinal of Rich- 
lieu, as thofe of her party do commonly fu^geft. 
tor being highly difgufted at his counfeis and in- 
trigues, eipecially his playing the incendiary, and in- 
flaming thofe of the blood-royal one againlt another, 
Ihe departed from France, and by a kind of voluntary 
baniihment, expofed herfelf to fo many inconvcnien- 
eies, hardfhips, and rigors of fortune, as feem'd to 
haften her end : her great fpirir chufing raiher to 
break than bow to the turbulent Cardinal. 

She fojourned in FlaiKJers, Holland., England, and 
fche Empire. Her travels being checqiter'd all along 
with a mixture of good and evil. Here meeting 
with refpe<5^, there with indilTerence and coldnefs, 
if not contempt. In fome places her misfortunes 
were pitied, and the Cardinal blamed for perfecuting 
fo great and good a Queen : in others, the Cardinal 
was juftified ; and her condu£l cenfured and condemn- 
ed. And {he accufed herfelf for raifing him to the 
power of doing her thofe injuries. Ac length, tired 
out with the fatigues of ftate, and grown Tick of 
the world, fhe betook herfelf to a mionaflry in Co- 
logne, where, after fhe had fpent Tome time in religi- 
ous preparations for another world, jQie expired thq. 
3d of this inftant Moon. 

It was placed among the remarkables by fomc, 
that the fame dijy (he dit^d, the Cardinal of Richiieu 
f^W fick ; which ficknefs yet continues upon him. 
But, whether to appeafe the ghoft of his deceafed 
miftrefs, whom he had fo unjuftly perfecuted ; or 
to mollify the rcfentments of the people, is uncer- 
tain. Yet notwithflanding his dangerous illnefs, he 
B 4 every 



S LETTERS WRIT BY 

' every day ventures to the temple, andpcrforihs the 
myfteries of their law for her foul. The court and 
city is in mourning for this great Queen, and general 
niurmu rings and com{>]aint8 are raifed againft the 
Cardinal on this occafion ; efpecially among the 
common people, who are fo far from entertaining a 
better opinion of him, for his daily appearance at 
the altar, on behalf of the Queen's foul, that they 
cfteem it but an officious hypocrify, a medley of 
prieft-craft, and ftate-artifice. 

Here is a report about the city, that the Queen's 
g^oft appeared to the Cardinal, as foon as Ihe was 
dead, feverely reproaching him with his ambition 
and ingratitude, and telling him, that tho' he was 
laying the foundation of an immortal pro|Je<J^, yet 
tie (hould never live to fee it thrive ; but warned him 
to prepare for judgment, for that he fbould not fee 
;»nother year in mortal ftate ; upon which, they fay, 
he immediately iickencd. And here are prophecies 
privately fcattered about^ foretelling his death in a 
ihort time. This is certain, he labours under aa 
imaccountable diflemper, his body ftrangcly waft<» 
ing, as if it would evaporate itfelf into air; for he 
Ittms to be In a manner dried up. 

My duty and devoir to thee, fagc Minifter, wouici 
not let me be at reft, till I had prevented the pofis^ 
by giving thee a more timely account of ihefe oc* 
currences, by a merchant for whom his vefiel wait» 
at Marfeilles. To-morrow he takes his leave of 
Paris, and once aboard, he makes direcS^ly for Con- 
itantinople, whither he will bring the iirft. news of 
•the death of one of the greateft Queens Mpon earth j 
in whofe royal veins ran the blood of the Emperors 
Ferdinand and Charles V. She was married to Henry 
the Great j and, befides her fon now reigning in 
France, (he matched her daughters to the two potent 
Monarchs of England and Spain. 

The moft High and Omnipotent, fole Monarcb 
#f Heaven and Earth, reward thy ferviceis and fi* 

delity 
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I dfefity to our invincible Sultan, with the fupreme 
joys of paradife. 

Paris, 2otli of the 7di Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER VI. 

To the Venerable Mufti, Sovereign of the 
True and Undefiled Faith. 

PERMIT me to enter into thy prefence, and with- 
draw thy ravifti'd eyes a while from the con- 
templation of fublimeft objefts, to caft them on a 
fpeaacle of mortality. It is the great and re- 
nowned Mary de Medicis, Queen-mother of France,^ 
who lies now dead at Cologne. 

I will not trouble thee with impertinencies ; but 
becaufe I know that various reports will reach thy 
cars concerning the Cardinal of Richlieu his being, 
inftrumental to her death, by driving her to fuch a 
height of indignation, as was the caufe of her vo- 
luntary exile and wandering from France, and from' 
one country to another : I will here infert a letter 
from the faid Cardinal to her Majefty, wherein he 
vindicates himfelf, and difcovers (if not his integrity, 
yet) the beft counterfeit of that virtue, that fhave 
feen any where penn'd. It was written to her when 
' file was in Holland^ and runs thus : 

MADAM, 
^ T Cannot butefteem it the greateft infelicity that 

* JL ever befel me, that my enemies have prevailed' 

* fo far, as to draw upon me your Majefty's difplea- 

* fure. That they have by all the arts of malice,. 
^ faftned the publick odium on me, is a great un- 

* happinefsj but, this is the mafterpiece of their 

B 5 * enmity, 
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enmity, to render me fufpcftcd by you. I conlJ 
pardon their frequent attempts upon my life, by 
privatexronfpiracies andaflaffinations, though hu- 
man nature recoils at thofe who are our murderers ; 
but to deprive me of that, without which life it- 
felf is a burden to me, I mean your royal favour, 
tranfports me beyond myfelf ; and, I beg, that it 
may pafs for an excufe of this prefumption. I 
could eafily have pafled over in filence all their 
barbarous plots againft me ! I could eafily have 
parted with my life, and all thofe honours and 
dignities with which it has been blefled. But, to 
rob me of your eftecm, which fir ft raifed me to 
this envied greatnefs, and which I value more 
than all the grandeurs of the earth, breaks the 
bars which aw'd my tongue and pen, and makes 
me bold to throw myfelf at your royal feet, and 
all that I have ; for I received all from your 
princely hands. Deal as you pleafe, Madam, with 
your own creature, I cannot murmur at your 
proceedings. But, Madam, let your native piety 
prompt you to favour the purple of the Church, 
with which your bounty has mvcfted mc ; ht it 
not lofe ifi proper luftre and eftecm, becaufe the 
enemies of the Church and State have caft fuch dirt 
upon it. Is it prflible that a man, the moft obliged 
of all his race, fiiould become the only pattern of 
the bafeft ingratitude? Befides the ties of con- 
fcience, and the natural force of inclination, my 
intercft chains me to your fervice ; how can I then 
withdraw myfelf from it, and not proclaim myfelf 
at once a triiitor to the bell of Qiieens, and the 
mod unaccountable of fools to mylclf ? 
* This confidcration, Piladam, being well weigh'd, 
is enough to acquit -me of all guiltinefs before 
your Majefly. 

' But if it be my deftiny to be condemned un* 
heard, I (hall not appeal from your royal fentence, 
fince I ov/e a perfe6i: refignation to your will. I 
may complain to heaven of my misfortune, but I 
. Uill 
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^ will not expofhilate with my fovereign patronefs^ 
nor make the leaft oppoiition again ft the courfe of 
your anger, not even by carrying my fortune to 
Rome, For, wherefoever I go, all my ftudy (hall 
be to recover your Majefty's favour, if it be not a 
* crime. And if ever I obtain that happinefs, I 
(hall not care whither I go, tho' it be out of the 
worJd itfelf ; becaufe I die liourly, while your 
Majefly fufpefls that I am not wha: I ever was^and 
^ ftiJJ continue to be, 

M A p A AT, 

Your Majefty's 

Moft humble, moft faithful. 
And moft obedient Servant, 

Armand, Card, of Rich. 

I fend thee this tranfcript of the Cardinal's apo* 
logy, that thou comparing it with what befel after- 
wards,- may'ft give a judgment, v/hether this great 
Minifter deferv'd the cenfures that v/ere pafied upon 
him. For, he falling fick the fame day the Queen* 
mother died, people faid it was a judgment' on him, 
and that her ghoft appeared to him, as thou wilt \ 
more at large inform thyfelf by the letters I fcnt 
to the Kaimacham. But others are of opinion, that 
his prefent illnefs proceeds from grief of mind for 
the Queen's death, efpecially in that ihe died before,. 
he was recoi:iciled to her Majefty. And they plead 
in defence of his innocence, his daily zeal in faying 
mafs for her departed foul, and that at a time when 
he has more need to keep his bed, than go to 
church. This I have heard difcourfed, even by fome 
who bore no good will to the Cardinal, yet now be- 
gin to relent tov/ards him, feeing the very linea- 
ments of forrow in his drooping looks, and tracing 
the footfteps of a profound grief in his maccrnted 
body.. Hence they take meafures of his real inno- 
cence and fidelity towards that great Queen. I v/iM 
not inierpofe my particular opinion on either fide, 
btti ftand neuter among thefe contefting infidels, tho* 
B 6 my 



12 LETTERS WRJT BY 
jny inclination and regard would rather fway roe t^ 
the Cardinal's fide. But I leave the determination 
of this matter to thee, who art the oracle of vnCioan, 
from whofe fentence there can be no appeal. 

In the mean while, the body of the deceafed Queen 
lies, as I have faid, at Cologne, where (he fpent her laft 
days in a religious convent ; a practice not fo com- 
mon now-a-days, as it has been formerly among 
crowned heads. And thofe who thus defcended vo- 
luntarily, from the height of human glory, to the 
auflerities of a devout life, have commonly been 
'canonized for faints. Nor do the creatures of thi» 
Queen fpare to whifper about, that fuch an honoui" 
were but a condign reward to her extraordinary 
merits, being already canonized in the eiieem of 
the bigotted vulgar, while her body is yet above 
^ound. 

The royal carcafe will be brought arid interr'd lit 
the temple of St. Dennis, about three leagues from 
^his city. This is eftceraed the richeft churcli in 
France, being a repofitory of ineftimable jewels, 
gold and filver,: belonging to the relicks of thefr 
faints. Here alfo is generally lodged the duft of alf 
*he royal blood of France. The faint to whom this- 
church is dedicated, is efteemed the patron of this 
Icingdom ; for, according to their dotSirine, the 
iSuints have the patronage of certain kingdoms, p>ro- 
winces and cities, committed to them by God,, and 
therefore they addrefs themfelves to them, and to the 
guardian angels both in pwjblick and private. Every 
one alfo has his peculiar patron-faint and guardian- 
•angel affigned him at his own choice. 

But if thefe Chriftian Saints are fet over fuch places 
and people as they favoured particularly in their life-* 
time, then one would think, when. this great Queeiv 
is canonized and inflated in her faintly government, 
the Hugonots here may claim her patronage, in that- 
(he fhewed much kindneft and friendfliip to them 
Willie (he. was ^ive«. 

Fardojk 
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Pardon^ great oracle of truth, the length of this 
epiftle; and excufe my prefuoiption^ in de&aoting 
on matters of religion, which belong to thee to de*- 
tennine« I kiis the hem of thy facred veft, in pro«^ 
found humility .' Voucbfafe to pray for thy faithful 
flave Mahmut. 

Paris, 30th' of the 7th Moon^ ' 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER VII. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

IT IS now paft midnight, and being called out of 
my bed by the people of Ae houfe where I 
lodge, I knew not how to beftow my time better^ 
than in giving thee an account of this occurrence. 

Here is now fo violent a tempeft of thunder, 
lightning and rain, that the whole hemifpherc 
ieems to be oii fire ; and the fuperilitious are over« 
whelmed with panick fears, concluding this florm 
will ufher in the day of judgment. It has conti- 
nued thefe two hours ; and they tell me, that no lefs 
than twenty houfes are burnt to afhes already. I 
had fcarce taken my pen from the lail word, when ai 
iafh of lightning dyed all the papers and books oh 
the table whereon I now write, as black as foot ; 
whereof this feorfch'd paocr may be a teftimonial, 
which I fend enclofed. Obferve but the colour and 
finell, and thou wilt fay, 'tis ftamped with the 
nark of the thunderer, 'tis that whereon I had 
begun to write to thee j but, this thirfty fire, at a 
moment, lick'd up all the ink, fo that the impreffion 
b' wholly cflFac'd. 

The reafon of their calling nrjc out of my bed^ 
iFas to go to prayers with them, according to the 

cuflom 



i 
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cufiom of thcfc infidels, who in time of thunder 
light certain confecrated candles, and fall on* their 
knees round about them, imagining, that whrlft 
4hey are within the room where thefe candles are, 
the thunder cannot hurt them. I excufed myfelf 
from keeping them company, by telling them, I 
had a hallowed candle in my chamber, which I 
would light, and fay my prayers there. They were 
fatisfied with this anfwer, and fprinkling me with 
holy water, to blefs me from the danger impending, 
I retired. 

There is a private ftaircafe in my chamber, 
which leads to a terras on the top of the houfe. My 
curiofity carried me thither, where mcthought I be- 
held nature in her frolicks and rants. The great- 
eft part of the iky was clear and ferene, and innu- 
merable ftars appeared ; but, round the brims of 
the horizon, a growing bulk of clouds encompafled 
the earth, fpouting forih cataraSs of fire from op- 
pofite parts. One would have thought they were im* 
pregnated with bombs and carcaiTes, and that fome 
armies were embattled in the air. 

After this, as if thefe had been the heralds of the 
laft. and fierceft combat,, the clouds drew up- into 
a. point, and mingling with oach other, (hot forth 
fuch (howers of fire, as made the world look like 
a furnace. For my part, I had not courage enough 
to ftand longer in. the open air, but came down to 
my chamber, and falling proftrate on the ground, 
recommended myfelf to the great Creator of all 
Things^ Lord of Nature, and Sovereign Difpofcr 
of the lives of men. 

Neither do I think myfelf fuperftitious in this, any 
more tlian. I (hould be, in humbling myfelf in the 
duft, before the terrible Ibrahim, when he is out of 
temper. 

Methinks nature fee ms to be in a cbolerick fit, 
when it thunders ; and 'tis neither good manners 
nor policy, to draw her fury on our beads by daring-^ 
carriage, 
r . Cur 
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Our holy Jaw, which prefcribcs prayer to us at 
the firft appearance of the fun and moon, feems to 
intimate, that on any emergency which gives us a 
peculiar occaiion to contemplate an Omnipotent. 
j?ower, we ought to fall down and adore the High 
and Eternal One, 

I am aJmoft deaf with the bells which are rung ia 
every church of this city, on this account. It being 
the opinion of the Nazarenes, that this noife will 
chafe away the tempeft, with, all the evil fpirits that 
infeft the air. And this opinion is grounded on 
the ceremonies which are ufed at the confecration o^ 
their bells. For the Bifhop, or, in his abfehce, the 
Prieft, hallows them with a kind of baptifm, and a 
form of prayer ; wherein, among other petitions, 
they defire of God, to endue them with a virtue to 
refift the devils. 

I am no friend to fuperflition, neither do I give 
much credit to charms 5 yet I cannot denyi but the 
ringing fuch a vaft number of bells, muft needs caufe 
a violent concuiSon of the air, even to the difperfing; 
of the clouds, and producing a calm. And e;{pe- 
ricnce aflures us, th^t this is the common efFe<£t of n^ 
battle, which, if it happen in tempeftuous weather, 
yet the difcharge of many thoufand great and fmall 
fcot has quieted the ftorm, and hulh'd the elements 
into a very ferene condition. 

Thougli this noife of bells be very troublefome, m 
a time when people fhould take their repofe, yet 
here we are ufrd to it in a lefs degree, every night 
throughout the year. 

For the Chrilbans law requires the Dervifes to 
life at midnight to fay their prayers in their Cha- 
pels : and fome are fo devout and regular, as to 
make this their conftant cuftom; fo that as foon as 
the clocks have flruck twelve, the fmall bells in. 
fome convents begin to jangle. About two or three 
hours afterwards, other religious houfes ring their 
bells, and fo continue at certain hours, day and 
night all the year long. 

The 
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The ftorm is now quite blown over, the dotids' 
difoers'dy and all things hufli and quiet* 

He that brings forth light out of daricnefs, and 
converts the terrors and iadnefs of the night, into 
the dieerful joys of a fair and propitious morning,, 
have thee in his keeping, and perpetuate our friend*<^^ 
fliip. 

Paris, 24th of the 7th Moon,, 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER VIII. 

To the fame* 

THERE lives a Dervife in this city, with whonr 
I often converfe with the fame freedom as L 
do with thee ; and it is no fmall alleviation of my 
melancholy, to vent my thoughts to one of an agree- 
able rpirit. 

He is a religious of Mount Carme! ; a man of fin- 
gular piety and virtue ; and, were he not fo zealousf* 
a patron of the Chriftian fuperflitions ^nd idolatry y. 
I fliould efteem him a Saint. 

I have often attempted to wean him by degrees,., 
from the errors which he imhib'd with his mother's 
milk, and which feem to be rooted in him through 
the influence of his education. 

Sometimes I plant a battery of arguments againft 
images and piftures ; but I can neither beat them- 
down from the pofts they are nifotted'in his oratory, 
nor am I able to dcmolim the Chapels which he has< 
built for their ideas in his own breaft. 

Yet, after a long and clofe fiege, I have reduced' 
him to terms of compofiiion. In the firft place, he 
has furrcndered up a picture which hung up in his 
clofet, in form of a very ancient man with hoary 

hairs,. 
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lioary hairs, defigned by the painter to reprefent 
the perfon of God. He yields, that it is not lawful 
to make any reftmblance of the invifible Divinity* 
Next, he allows, that it is not lawful to bow, or 
ihew any other external refped to the pictures and 
images of Jefus, Mary, and the reft of the Saints^ 
but only to ufe them as hiftorical remembrancers of 
thofe holy perfons, and as natural helps and fpurs ta 
devotion and virtue. 

I teJl thee, my friend Oglou, on thefe capitula- 
tions I could not but raife the fiege, and yield hira 
the ufe of pidlures thus far a blamelefs pradice. For 
it feems to me unreafonable to debar thofe who be- 
lieve the hiitoiy of the Gofpel, the privilege to read 
it in what language ihey pleafe, whether this of 
images and pidures, or that of letters. 

Letters are but the images of fuch and fuch arti^ 
culate founds, by. which we exprefs our. inward con*- 
ceptton of things : But images and pi<^ure$ are th^ 
lively immediate characters of the things them- 
felves, and it feems as eafy to me to look on a 
picture or image without the danger of idolat/y, 
as 'cis to read a chapter in the Alcoran without ado* 
ting the letters that compofe it. Was not the ta- 
bernacle of Mofes^ adorned with images- of Ch«pp 
rubims ? was not the temple of Solomon deck'd ia 
the fame manner? If the prefence. of images in 
temples be a profanation, why for fo many ages 
have our venerable Muftis fuffered the two Sera- 
phims to rem^m under the cupola of the Mofque of 
Sanfta Sophia in Conftantinople ? why do they not 
deface the piifture of Mary the mother of Jefus, 
the two images of angels, with other pieces of 
fculpture and painting in the fame place ? are the 
devotions of a muflulman in this facred temple 
fainted with idolatry, becaufe he prays before thefe 
images. , 

Let me unbofom my thoughts to thqe with free- 
dom ; images and pidur.es are no bugbears to me;. 
I can ufe them as- inftruments of devotion, in the 

£ame 
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fame manner as I do books. Yet every one cannot 
do this without danger of idolatry; -neither is a 
publick toleration of images and piaures in temples 
to be approved. For though fome men may look 
on them without hurt, yet *tis hard for the genera- 
lity to avoid falling into a culpable reverence. For, 
while the eye is drinking in the fair idea, the foul is 
tipt to lofe her force, and fall into admiration of 
the carver's or the painter's art, adoring the elegant 
fymmetry of a beautiful picture or image, inftead of 
the original and increated beauty, the majefty which 
has no refemblance. 

Therefore wifely has our law provided againft 
this inconvenience, by difcouragrng imagery through- 
out the facred empire of the Muflulmans. 

He whofe habitation is fn the myfterious and in- 
acceilible height of an eternal recefs, whofe glory 
is beyond all figure and exprefEon, augment thy 
virtues, which are the trueft images of the divine 
nature. 

' Paris, 24th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 



L E T T E R IX. 

To the Kaimacham, 

THE prefent war between France and Spz'tn 
however begun, feems to be carried on by a 
principle of honour, rather than of enmity. Thefe 
two nations are perfect antipodes to each other, ia 
their humours 5 yet this averfion between them is 
difcovered more in peace than in war. The queft 
of glory has invited many brave men on both fides 
into the field 5 and the heroes ftrivQ to conquer each 
other Ly civilities, rather than by aims. 

Catalonia 
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Catalonia and Rouffilion, were the ftages of this 
war, in the beginning of the year ; where the M»- 
refchal de Breze, and the Sieur de la Mothe-Houdan- 
court, combated with all the hardfliips of the win- 
ter, as well as with valiant enemies. The rigoutof 
the feafon did not cool the courage of thefe generals, 
nor divert their refolution from taking the field. 
All the country appeared like a frozen lake, and 
there was no place for them to encamp, but in deep 
fnow or ice ; yet, for all thefe difcouragements, 
the Marefchal de Breze block'd up Perpignan, atown 
of great ftrength in Rouffilion, whilft the Sieur de Ja 
Mothe, kept the Arragonians in play, and baffled the 
enterprizes of the Caftilians, having given them two 
fignal defeats. 

The fuccefsful adiions of the French Generals, in- 
vited the King their mafter to give them a vifit, bc- 
ing.very defirous to take Perpignan, and fettle the 
affairs of Catalonia. He therefore fends anotber^ 
army under the command of the Marefchal de la 
Melleraye, which he foon followed in perfon. 

There was now a generous envy raifed between fo 
many great commanders, every on^s ftriving to ad- 
vance himfelf in the King's efteem by his fervice). 
And the particular merits of the Sieur de la Mothe, 
drew a "favourable eye on him. The Kine made him 
Marefchal de France, the ftafF, which is the badge of 
his office, being prefented to him by the Marefchal of 
Breze at Barcelona, to the general fatisfadion and 
joy as well of the Catalonians as the French. 

This honour was conferred on him, prefently after 
the great victory obtained over the Spanifh forces at 
Ville Franca in Catalonia. 

In the mean while, the Marefchal de Mefleraye, 
invefted the ftrong caftle of Calioubre, which was 
furrendered to him upon honourable terms, by the 
Marquis of Mortare, general of the Spanifh hojfe 
in RouiEljonjk and Governor of that caftki. 

The 
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The King Aufh'd with conquefts and fuccefies^t 
would not fuiFer his army to lie idle, but in good 
earneft laid clofe fiege to Perpignan. 

Yet fuch was the gcnerofity of this Prince, that 
before he tried the force of his cannon, he ordered 
the Marefchal de Mcfleraye, to fend a herald to the 
Marquis dc Flores, .governor of the town, to put 
him in mind of the (-eat ftreights the befieged were 
in for want of proviiions, of which his majefty was 
not Ignorant s and, that there was no hopes of re- 
lief from the Marquis de Povar, General of the 
Spanifl) forces in Arragon, there being left alive 
but a few companies of all his army, after the 

freat defeat which was given them' near Ville 
ranche. 

He offered the Governor all fair and good ufage,. 
if he would furrendcr before things came to extre- 
mities ; and, to convince him of the entire lofs of 
•the/Spanifh army (to which he trufted) he promi- 
fcd fafe condu£t to any officer o£ the garrifon atf^ 
far as Terra^ne, where lay all the little remnant of 
the Arragoiiian army, that fo he might inform und 
afllire himfelf of the bad condition tne Spanifli af«> 
fairs were in. 

This favour was received with much civility by^ 
the Mar^ui» de Povar, who returned humble thankt 
to the Kme for fo generous a condefceofion, afTuring^ 
him withal, that the garrifon was not reduced to 
thofe ftreights as was pretended, but that he never- 
thelefs accepted his Majefty's fafe condu(9: to a mef- 
fenger ; intreating him, that he would permit him to 
go to Madrid, that fo the King of Spain might have 
advice of his circumftances. 

Thpu wilt confcfs, illuftrious Kaimacham, that it 
w«s a great magnanimity of fpirit in the King, 
to grant this requeft to an enemy, who might be 
fufpeSed to defign no more in it than to gain time*. 
Yet he fent the meflenger back again> with full af- 
iuxance of his royal love. 

Whilft 
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W'hilft this was in agitation, many other civititiea 
pafled between the French and the befieged* Many 
prifoners of note were exchanged, and all things 
ieemed to fpeak a fair.underftanding between both 
parties; when, on a fiidden, the cannon of the 
to>vn played furiouflyon the King's quarters, and 
at the fame time the befieged made a viTOrous faily, 
attacking a redoubt which the Marefchal de Mefleraye 
had raifed. 

TThis contempt of the King's favour, raifed his 
choler, and animated the foldiers with a defire of 
revenge. All ran to their arms, and quickly beat 
back the befieged. Thus was the face or affairs fud- 
denly changedJn the camp. It was too late now for 
the Governor to expe£t the courtefy he before abufed. 
However, he fent two Deputies again, to know if the 
King's refolution continued to grant leave to fend 
to Madrid, (for they had not as yet fent.) 

The Marefchal de Mefleraye fent back the Depu- 
ties with this anfwer, that if they did not engage to 
furrender by a prefixed day, and give two hoftages 
for fecurity of their performance, the King would 
not grant their requeft. . . 

This put the befiegeid upon 6e(aeiMe refolutions 9 
they made frequeit;it ullie^, au(^ ^1( thiipgs tended to 
extremity. . ^ / . . / 

Whilft matters were in this pofture, the King, by 
the advice of his phyficians, withdrew from the 
camp to take the waters of Maine for his health* 
This was in the laft Moon, and Perpignan holds out: 
ftill. 

I have been the more particular in relating thia 
fiege, in regard it is the chief fubje£t of difcourfe 
among fuch as are defirous of news, which is the 
reafon alfo» that I begin this letter with a re* 
latiea of what has been tranfa£led in Catalonia^ 
ever fince the beginning of this year, that thou 
may'ft be able t6 form a regular idea of this 
prefent war between France and Spain: I will 

conti- 
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would provoke all the Princes of the Chriftian law 
to take up arms againft us. Thus would the 
moft glorious empire in the world become a 
prey to infidels. 

I know this would be mifreprefented, were it ta 
come to other hands than thine. They would fay 
of me openly, what they have already whifpered in 
the cabals of-the Seraglio, that Mahmut is in penfion 
with the French King. They feek my life without 
a caufe. But I truft it to thy generous and right 
rioble hands, of whofe friendfhip I have had fo lata 
experience. 

May the firft mover of the heavenly orbs, lead 
thee as by a clue of thread, through the dark laby- 
rinth of ftate-afFairs, and bring thee, after a lonr 
and happy life, to the fields of endlefs light. Amenl 
thou Ix>rd of Paradife. 

Paris, 26th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year i642. 

^ ' i " ■ ■ >■ I - i ^ "t- ■ 

LETTER XI. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

1KNOW thee not, and 'tis probable thou art as 
little acquainted with me : Yet, I have often 
obferved more durable friendfbips contraAed be- 
tween, ffa-angers, than betwixt tnofe of the fame 
blood. Good of&ces equally deferv^e and attract 
love. There arc many opportunities for travel- 
lers to ferve one another.. And, he that obh'ges 
me in a ilrange country, makes himfelf my bro- 
ther. 

Ire- 
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I received a diTpatch from the Reis EfFendi at Con- 
fiaotinople, informing me of the death of Carcoa, 
one of the happy flaves of him whom God has or- 
dained to difpenfe felicities to the wbrld ; 1 mean, the 
Grand Signior, poffeffor of the moft exalted throne 
on earth. He tells me likewife, that I muft ex- 
peft from thee the continuance of Carcoa's of- 
fice, I congratulate thy honour, in that thou art 
thought worthy to ferve the great Viceroy of the 
Lord of the Univerfe, to whom is committed the 
flaming fword of juftice, that he may reward vir- 
tue, punifli vice, and reform the corrupt manners 
of mankind. 

, I am a Muffulman/that is, refignM to God, or elfe 
It would have rais'd fome thoughtfulnefs in a man 
of my circumftances, what (hould be the reafon of 
Carcoa's fo long filence, not having received any 
anfwcr thefe four Moons to the many letters I fent 
him. He was intrufted with the fecretj of my com- 
niiffion, and had another been in my place, he would 
have fufpe£led treachery. 

Well, he is gone ! gone to the invifible regions, 
to the receptacles of juft and faithful men, to the 
pleafant woods and groves, the eternal blooming 
Aades and verdant fields of Paradife. Follow his 
ftcM, and be happy. 

He was a man true to his truft, fedulous and 
active in bufinefs ; punflual in his appointments ; 
temperate in a town flowing with debaucheries j 
juft toward all men, and devout to God. 

It is neceflary for him that would attain thefe vir- 
tues, to begin gradually at the lowed ftep j to guard 
his fenfes, and fet a watch uppn the avenues of his 
paffions. For a man becomes neither perfectly vir- 
tuous nor vicious all at once : and a wife man of 
thy own nation, Jefus Ben Sirach, hath faid, he that 
condemns Uttle things, fliall fall by little and little. 

I dcfire you to fend me Carcoa's journal, with what 
other papers he left behind him, except fuch as con- 
cern his particular eftate and affairs. 

• . C Let 
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Let me know alfo, how the late* defign of tte 
Turks upon Rab, is refented at the German court 5 
whether the Emperor talks of fending an ambailador 
to the Sultan about it 3 and whatfoever alfo of 
moment occurs. 

The Reis EfFendi tells me, that Bechir Ba-fla, the 
trcafurer, has ordered me five hundred zechins, by 
the way of Vienna. Tdefirc thou would'ft be fpeedy 
and careful in remitting them to Paris. 

Thou needeft no inftruftipns concerning my 
lodging, or the name I go by here; thofe who 
appointed thee this ftation at Vienna, have informed 
thee, no doubt, of all things neceflary to the dif- 
charge of thy duty. 

Write often to mc, and prefervc thy integrity free 
/rom ftain. 

Paris, 5th of the S^th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 



lett£r xil 

To Dgnet Oglou. 

I KNOW thy genius, and have obferved with what 
complacency thou wert wont to perufe thy uncle 
Shela Raphim's travels, a journal writ in Arabick, 
and full of profitable and wife remarks ; efpecially 
that part of it which treats of France. I will not 
pretend to add to his obfcrvations ; but only ac- 
quaint thee with a novelty which France itfelf ne*er 
Icnew in his days. 

The women of quality here of late, do addift thcm- 
felves to the ftudy of philofophy, as the men ; the 
ladies efteeming their education defeftive, if they 
cannot confute Ariftotle and his difcipks. The pen 
bad almoft fupplanted the exeidfe of the needle ; 

and 
6 
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and ladies cloiets, formerly the (hops of female 
baubles, toys, and vanities, are now turn'd to 
libraries and fandluaries of learned books There 
is a new ftar rifen in the French horizon, wliofe in- 
fluence excites the nobler females to this purfuic 
of human fcience. It is the renowned Monfieur 
Des Cartes, whofe luftre far outfliines the aged 
winking tapers of peripatetick philofophy, and has 
eclipfed the Stagyrite, with all the ancient lights of 
Greece and Rome. 'Tis this matchlefs foul has 
drawn fo many of the fairer fex to the fchools. And 
they are more proud of the title [CarteiianJ and of 
the capacity to defend his principles^ than of their 
noble birth and blood. 

I know our grave and politick MuflTuImen will 
cenfure the indulgence of the French to their wo- 
men, and accufe them of weaknefs, in giving fuch 
advantages to that witty fex. But, notwithitand- 
ing this feverity of the eaftern parts, I cannot alto- 
gether difapprove the weftern gallantry. If women 
are to be efteemed our enemies, nuetbinks it is an 
ignoble cowardice thus to difarm them, and not al- 
low them the fame weapons we ufe ourfelves : but, 
if they deferve the title of our friends, 'tis an inhu- 
man tyranny to debar them the privilege of inge- 
nuous education, which would alfo render their 
friendfliip fo much more delightful both to them- 
fclves and us. Nature is felriom obferved to be nig- 
gardly of her choiceft gifts to that fex, their fen- 
les are generally as quick as ours, their reafon as 
nervous, their judgments as mature and foJid. Add 
buttothefe natural perfedions, the advantage of ac- 
quired learning, what polite and charming crea- 
tures will they prove, whilft their external beauty 
does the office of a cryftal to the lamp, not ihroud- 
ing but difclofing their brighter intelle£ls ? Nor 
need we fear to lofe our empire over them by thus 
improving their native abilities; fince where there 
is moft learning, fenfe and knowledge, there is ob- 
ferv'd to be the greateft modefty> and rc<aitu<le of 
C 2 manners. 
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manners. I fee no reafon therefore, why we (hould 
make fuch bugbears of women, as not to truft them 
with as liberal education as ourfelves. 

I believe, thou fometimes beftowcft a compaffion- 
ate thought on the exil'd Mahmut. Would'ft thou 
do fomething to alleviate my melancholy, the next 
time thou goeft to the Atmidan, tranfcribe what is 
engraven on the pedeftals of the obelifks and columns 
ftanding there, and fend it enclofed in a letter. 

He that is lord of the eaft and the weft, from 
whofe throne hang millions of ftars in chains of 
gold, incrfeafe thy virtues and bleffings, and pre- 
ferve thee from the poifon of ill eyes, and ma- 
licious tongues, and bring thee to the fields of end- 
lefs light. 

Paris^ 6th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 164.2^ 



LETTER XIIL 

To Cara lialy, a Phyfician, at Conftan- 
tinople. 

THERE IS a garden in this city, fo near refem- 
bling that of the invincible Vizir Azem, on 
th€ eaft of Pera, that I cannot but fancy myfelf 
near Conftantinople when I am walking in it. It 
is called the King's garden, being allotted by the 
royal bounty of the Kings of France,, to the fervice 
and improvement of ftudents in phyfick. There is a 
yearly ftipend fettled on an approved phyfician, 
to take care that no kind of phyfi^al plant or 
herb be wanting in this royal feminary ; who al- 
fo, during the whole fummer, is obliged to read a 
latin ledture every morning, on the fimples there 
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growing; whilft a great auditory of young flu- 
dents, with books^^pen and ink in rhcir hands, 
wait on him up and down the alleys, and write down 
his difcourfe : he that is now employed in this 
office, is a very learned and ingenious man : he 
takes great pains to make all his young difciples 
perfeft herbal ifts j for, all the way as he pafles along 
from one herb to another, he ftoops down, handles 
the fimple, and explains his verbal defcriptioii 
with his fingers ends ; giving a moft accurate ac- 
count of the oiinuteft difterence between fuch as 
fecm to be alike, and demonftrating to the eye, that 
thofe are two diftinft plants, which many take to be 
one; tracing out. their different families, in the 
number, texture, (hape or colour of xheir leaves 
and flowers : and this he does with fo graceful art 
adion, fuch eloquent language, and fo compofcd a 
fpirit, that he charms all that happen to be pre- 
fent at his leflures, and makes every body in love 
with the Botanicks. The garden ftands open to all 
gentlemen, provided they leave their fwords with 
the keeper of the gate', to prevent quarrels and 
mifchief. ^ 

1 enter daily amoni^ the reft, and when the phy- 
fick-leciure is over, 1 retire myfelf into one of the 
moft pleafant fhades in the world ; it is a gravel: 
walk, the whole length of the garden, on each fide 
of which grow lofty trees, planted fo thick, and 
intermixing their leaves and branches fo clofely 
at the top, that they compcfe a perfedl natural 
umbrella over the walk, from one end to the other, 
fo that not a beam of the fun can enter. And 
that which creates in me the greateft complacency^ 
is, that the farther end of the walk is not fhut up 
oy a high wall, as is the cuftom in fome gar- 
dens ; but whether you are fitting, or ftandirig up- 
*"'gbt, it opens to you a very agreeable and large 
profpefl: of the country adjacent to Paris, which 
afFe£ls the eye with incredible deHght ; and mine 
fo much the nnore, bccaufe it perfe6lly refembles the 
C 3 country 
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country lying eaft of Pera and Conftantinople, which 
you furvey out of the grottos of the aforefaid in oft 
illuflrious Vizir Azem. *Tis when I am in this 
walk, I imagine I breathe the air of Afia, and am 
within the verge of the imperial Seraglio, the fanc- 
tuary to which all the diftrefs'd princes in the world 
have recourfe. 

There are in Paris above an hundred magnificent 
palaces, and beautiful gardens belonging to^ them ; 
but none wherein I take fo particular a delight, as 
in this royal phyfick garden. Here I fpend many a 
folitary hour, and fometimes I meet with com- 
pany. 

I tell thee, dear Haly, that tho* the French are na- 
turally the moft polifhed and refined people in the 
world, yet J am many times willing to make ex- 
cufes, and leave their. fociety ; being, by the force of 
d powerful inclination, either drav^^n to this garden, 
or to a famous library in this city, in the cuftody 
of certain religious Dervifes, who, at certain hours 
of the day, are obliged to give attendance to all 
gentlemen who are pleafed to fit there and ftudy._ 

Toward the evening I vifit the Hofpitals, which 
are the fined that ever I faw in the world, and I 
bch'eve the befl governed- There is one named 
the Hofpital of God, where perfons of quality them- 
fclves, and thofe of the firft rank, come every even- 
ing, and wait on the lick and the wounded, doing 
aH the meaneft offices of inferior fervants, and 
this with abundance of tendernefs and humanity. 
I have feen the nicefl and gayeft ladies of the 
court, drefEng the moft fqualid and putriffcd fores 
of wounded men, not feeming in the ^leaft to be 
difgufted at the loathfome fight and ftench of their, 
ulcers. When one firft enters the place, one would 
imagine it to be a chamber of young Janizaries 5 it 
being a very long and vvide gallery, with rows of 
beds on- both fides, wherein the fick are difpofed ac- 
cording to the order of their coming, or the nature 
of their difcafe. The curtains of the beds, are all 

of 
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of pure white finen, prettily wrought here and there 
with flowers of needlework. Their ftieets as white 
as the curtains j and by each bed ftands a baforvof 
clean water, and a- fine towel laying by it- At the 
farther end of the gallery, ibnds an altar railed 
My where the priefts perform their religious myfte- 
ries for the fick- In fine, all things in this place 
fpeak an exquifite decorum and order, with a gene- 
rous regard to the health and life of man. Three 
of the(e galleries make up the whole hofpital, 
and it is as pleafant to me fometimes to walk 
up and down in them, as in a beautiful gar- 
den. 

Certainly, if any argument could be of force to 
recommend ficknefs as a defirablc thing, it muft be 
taken from the circumftanccs of this Hofpital, or an 
equivalent ground. I, for my own part, have often 
thought, that death itfelf would not be formidable 
amidft fo many ornaments, fweets and comforts. 
If this publick and charitable regard to the fick, be 
an efFeft of their religion, I cannot be fo partial to 
deny it a due acknowledgment, but muft own, that 
heroick virtue and piety is fo be found in an eminent 




fenting thee with the tragical fcenes of mortality ; 
fince it is thy proper profeffion to converfe with the 
infirmities, difeafcs and dolours of human bodies, 
and to be frequently prcfent in the antichambers of 
death. 

Suffer me to prefs thee to an integrity of con- 
tinual love and friendChip between us. Let not 
raiftakes or mirapprchcnfions cool this generous af- 
fcftion. It is pity, that either the fpightful mif- 
reprefentations of infinuating backbiters, or our 
own groundlcfs jealoufies and fufpicions, (hould 
difelve the union of faithful and loving friends. 
I had rather fuffer a thoufand fmall injuries, which 
1 know muft proceed from frailty and human 
C 4 neceffity, 
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neccflity, than not continue to love where I have 
once pitch'd my true afFe<Slion. Nothing but ap- 
parent wilful perfidioufnefs and treachery, ought to 
break the lacred and inviolable band of friendfliip. 
Fidelity and love cover a multitude of lefler faults. 
He that breaks with his friend for fmall errors, 
difcovcrs the raflinefs and inconftancy of hismfnd, 
and that his friendfhip was never well grounded. 
For, had he been a wife man, he would either have 
been more flow and cautious in the choice of his 
friend ; or, having once contra6ted friendfhip, he 
would not break it again for a lefs crime than ma- 
iiifeft difloyalty. But thou, who haft ever purfued 
me with all the o^ces of a generous and faithful 
friend, bearing with many infirmities and failings;) 
doftnot deferve this cenftire. Yet, confidering the 
inftability of all human affairs, I could not for- 
bear putting thee in mind of thefe things; left, 
through the malice of fortune, or the envy of men, 
or any other caufe, thou (hould'ft withdraw thy af- 
fection from me, which I value above all temporal 
bleifings. For, befides the many favours I have 
received at thy hands, whereby I am obliged in 
honour and gratitude to love thee perpetually ; a 
fpark of natural, or rather of divine alFeftion, 
was kindled in my breafl, from the firfl time I 
converfed with thee : whether it proceeds from agree- 
ablenefs and harmony of fpirits, or fome fecret 
operation, I know not ; but fure I am, and Would 
have thee refl confident, that there is not a man in 
the world, who loves and honours thee with greater 
fidelity than I do. 

The great and eternal Lord of the univerfe rn- 
creafe and multiply thy virtues and bleffings, and 
make thee illuflrious in thy generation j granting 
alfo this happinefs to me, that after a lafFing and 
true friendfliip between us on earth, I miy drink 
with thee of the rivers of pleafure, which glide 
along the fields of Farad ife j and that I may fee thy 

face 



r 



j A SPY AT PARIS. 3^ 

I face brighter than the ftars of heaven. Amenl 
I amen f O thou Lord of the worlds. 

Paris, 6th of the 8th Mood^^ 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XIV. 
To the Kaimachanu 

I TAKE the beft meafures for intelligence, yel I 
cannot gain a fight or a copy of all the exprefles. 
that come to this court i nor can I learn their import 
as foon as they arrive. The oiinifters of ftate here> 
are the fepulchres of news, they bury all in fi- 
lence. 

This is the reafon that I fometiines have beea 
forced to fend thee ar> account of many events, long^ 
aitet they happened. My laft letter was an abftradt 
of the French conquefis in Catalonia, from the be- 
ginning of the year to the Moon laft paft. 

After the King of France had retired from the 
camp before Perpignan, the Marefchal de Mefleraye: 
applied himfelf vigoroufly to perfect the batteries,, 
redoubts, and other works; whilft the King of 
opain was hourly perplexed with cares and anxieties,, 
^*orthi3 important place. 

The extremities to which it was reJuc'd, haften'd 
W preparations for an efFeftual relief He fent 
orders to the Marquifles of Tarracufe, of Leganea 
^d Mortaire^ to raife the flov/er of Arragon and 
taftile. 

The Viceroy of Naples furnifheJ out a confider^- 

*k fleets it being the Catholick King's refolution? 

C 5 *ithfii- 
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either to fuccour Perplgnan, and ratfe that fiege, or 

take Barcelona by way of reprizal. 

In the mean while, the new Mareichal de la 
Mothe, flufli'd with the late fiivour he reccivM from 
his mafter the French King, and fpurrM on with the 
thirft of glory ; entered like a torrent with his troops 
iato Valentia, which at that time lay naked and un- 
guarded. 

The firft thing he did, was, to furprize a convoy 
of the Marquis of Leganez, who were carrying an 
extraordinary piece of cannon to Viveros. 

The French broke through their foot with their 
accuftomed fury, and killed more than thirty horfe, 
taking as many prifoners. They fent the cannon to 
the camp at Reoux. 

Thou feeft, faee Minrfter, how neceflary a qualifi- 
cation it is in a Sovereign Prince, to difcem and re- 
ward the merits of his fervants. Men of virtue are 
animated with freih vigour, when their a£lions are 
acknowledged. Of this the ever viftorious Sultans 
of the Ottoman Empire are very fenfible, who value 
the abilities and fervices of their flaves, before any 
confideration of noble Wood or riches ; raifing 
men from nothing, to the higheft dignities of the 
Empire. 

The Marefchal, after this exploit, took the town* 
of Tamark and Moufon > but the cattle belonging 
to the latter, was furrendered upon articles the four- 
teenth of the laft Moon. 

Wbilft thefe things were tranfafted on the land', 
the navies were not idle by fea. The Marq^uis of 
Breze fet upon the Spanifli Admiral, as he ky at an- 
chor near Viveros ;. and, not being able to difengage 
the veffel from the (hallows, he fet it on fire, toge- 
ther vw^ith another of equal burden. 

This was only an exploit by the bye, and as it lay 
in his road to Barcelona, where the whole Spanifli 
*1leet were airived, with defign to affault the town by 
fa. 

The 
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The Marquis de Breze made all the fail he could 
toward them ; but the wind not favourine his de- 
fign, he was forced to make ufe of his gallies. In 
a word, the Spaniards loft four (hips in this fight, 
and three more on the firft of this Moon. 

Thus Perpignan is in no likelihood of relief. I 
will fend thee all the intelligence I receive of ihia 
important fiege. 

Paris, loth of the 8th Moon* 
of the Year i642« 



LETTER XV. 

To Ifoufy his Kinfinan. 

1HAVE received thy letter^ and congratulate thy 
fafe return to Conftantinople. The bleffing of 
Mahomet be upon thee, for the facrifice thou madeft 
on Abraham's mountain on ray behalf, and for the 
alms thou gaveft to blot out my fins. Hadft thou 
ient me the facred relick I defired, I would multiply 
henedi£tions on Ifouf my coufin. It is but a trifling 
excufe to fay, thou could*ft not procure that which 
is denied to no pilgrim* The Emir of Mecca ex- 
pe£ls that every one who vifits that Holy of Holies, 
fliould purchafe a piece of the old hanging, when it 
is yearly taken down. This is his fee, and thou 
haft at once defrauded him of his due, fruftrated 
my hopes, and weaken'd merit of the thy pilgrim- 
age. 

But I will not be querulous ; perhaps thou wert 

afraid of wanting money in the reft of thy journey. 

Thy letter is very (hort, and full of referve, hardly 

C 6 vouch"- 
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vouchfafing to make an apology for thy long filence^ 
tho' it be now the nine and thirtieth Moon mice thou 
fifft partedft from Conftantinople, without giving mc 
any account what was become of thee. 

Sometimes I thought thou wcrt overwhelmed in 
the lands of Arabia, or that foine wild beaft had 
devour'd thee. At other times, I imagined thoa 
might'ft die of thirft, in thofe dry and barren de- 
ferts. Whea the caravan returned at the ascuftomed 
time, and no tidings of Ifouf, I could not divine 
that thou wert gone into Perfia, or that thou wouid'ft 
travel through all the eaft, as thy letter informs 
me. 
"T fliould be proud of my kinfman, were I fatir- 
fied what improvements he has made in fo tedious a 
journey. Thy letter fpeaks thee not a traveller;. 
thou art a churl in not commantcating to me thy 
adventures and obfervations, in fo many countries^ 
a5 thou haft pafled tHrpugJi. 

Tell me, ifouf, what was the motFve which put 
thee upon fuch a hazardous fatigue ? Thou wert a 
man of great faith to truft thyielf to the conduflf 
of the Perfian, who invrted thee along with him. 
ft is a fign then haft a roving foul, or elfe thou 
would'ft not upon fuch eafy terms have abandon 'd 
the company of thy fellow-travellers and friends, 
to join tbyfelf to a ftranger ; an enemy to thy na- 
tion, a Heretick. 'Tis true, a peace was jiift then- 
concluded between the Grand Signior and the Sophi- 
of Perfia ; and fo there was no danger of thy being 
fnapp'd for a fpy, and facrificed to the jealoufy of 
ftate But thou expofed'ft thyfelf to the Capricios 
of fortune, and the wavering temper of a man, 
w!io, for ought thou kneweft, might have fome ill 
defign upon thee. 

Tell roe, didft thou not meet with great temp- 
tations at Ifpahan ? Could'ft thou withftand the 
charms of Perfian luxury ? It muft needs be a 
fuJ-prizing novelty^ to fee the ladies of the court 

frolicfc* 
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frolicking and revelling in the houfes of pleafure 
without the city, fo contrary to the auftere cuftoma 
of our women at Conftantinople. 

Well ! I will believe thee chafte in the niidft of 
courtezans, fober in company of drunkards, and 
that the fpark who pick'd thee up at Medina made 
no attempts to debauch thy virtue -, yet thou canfl 
not blame this raillery, when thou confidereft the 
diflblute manners of that nation. And I will tell 
thee ingenuoufly, that I find it very irkfome to ab- 
ftain from wine, in a country where every body 
drinks it but myfelf. 

But thou g^iveft me no charadler of thy Perfian 
friend, or his quality^ He niight, for ought I know> 
be fome Knight- errant, and thou his Squire, and fo 
you rambled together up and down Afia to feek ad- 
ventures ; for thou art not fo complaifant to tell me 
the efFeift of thy travels. 

Had I been in thy place, I (hould have made it 
my bufinefs to enquire into the laws and reli- 
^ons of thofe countries through which I paffed. I 
Diould have taken notice of the ftrength and fitua- 
tlon of their cities and caftlesj their manner of 
building and fortifications ; the difcipline of their 
foldiers ; what navigable rivers they have, and 
which were the moft eminent places of commerce 
and traffick. 
, ; When thou wert in the court of the Great Mogul, 
it had been worth thy obfervation, to fee the 
grandeur of this monarch, who never goes into 
the field with lefs than two hundred thoufand 
JJien* Thou fhoaldeft have remarked alfo the ufe 
the Indians make of elephants in thefr battles* It 
had not been amifs to have caft an eye into their 
temples in this country, where thou would'ft have 
beheld the execrable devotions of thefe idolaters, 
who worfliip the devil un.3er hideous forms. But 
above all, I fliould have been greedy to fee the In- 
dian wpmen throw thgmfelves into the funeral pile 

after 
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after their dead huibands : and, before I parted from 
the country, I fhould have fought the converfatron 
of their Gymnofophifh or Brachmans. Thefe are in 
fo great reputation for their wifdom, fdn&ity^ and 
incorrupt manners, that the a-eateft potentates have 
recourfe to them in all difficulties^ as to divine 
oracles. 

China alfo would have afForded thee matter of ob« 
fervation and remark. 

Thefe people fay of thcmfelves, That they fee 
with both eyes, the Mahometans with one, and all 
the reft of the world are ilark blind. But in my 
opinion, the Chinefe can be but purblind tbexp- 
felves, fince thev fee no farther than the mountains 
which environ tneir own country ; it not being per- 
mitted to the fubjefts of that empire to travel. Yet, 
to give them their due, they are a very ingenioua 
people, envied by all the world for their art in mak- 
ing porphvry. 

I mould be glad to know, if, whilft thou were in 
this country, thou ever faweft any of thofe failing^ 
waegons, which are faid to be ufed there. 

It would be very obliging to fend me a parti<- 
cular relation of thy travels thefe three years. Xhoa 
wilt not be angry, that I am folicitous for thy good. 
The end of traveling is, to gain experience and 
wifdom. If thou ha» attained this, I fliall re- 
joice. The defire of knowledge has caufed many 
famous men to come about the world. This led 
Pythagoras into Paleftine and Egypt. This made 
Plato to leave Athens^ to go and learn of Archytas 
the philofopher at Tarentum in Italy. And the 
fame motive carried ApoUonius through the greateft 
part of Afia and Africa. 

But I would not have thee confine thy fearck 
to their meafures. Fot they only coveted for to 
know the mjrfteries of nature. Whereas, if thot* 
travelleft agam, I would advife thee to acquaint thy- 
felf with the conftitucioas of kijigdoms and ftates, 

whereby 
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irbereby thou mayeft be ferviceable to oar great ma- 
fter, the Grand Signior, lord of the feven climates^ 
for whofe fake thedements are reftrained within their 
bounds^ and nature itfelf keeps on her courfe. 

Couun» I pray the Great God to polifh thy foul witlk 
rational principles, and make thee ufeful in thy gipne^ 
ration ; for no man is born for himfelf. Adieu* 

Pans, 1 3th of the 8th Moon» 
of tha Year 1642. 



LETTER XVL 

To Berber Muftapha, Aga at Conftau- 
tinople. 

I SENT thee a letter in the conclufion of the Taft 
year, concernine the Duke of Lorrain, and the 
lofs of his eftate ; unce which he feems to have loft 
himfelf ; being excommunicated by the Pope, who is 
to the Chriftians what our Mufti is to true be« 
Vievers. 

If thou knoweft not what it is to be excommi»* 
nicated by the Pope, I will inform thee in few words. 
Thofe who lie under this cenfure, are forbid to en- 
ter into any of their churches, or in the leaft to par- 
take of what they eftcem holy. All Chriftians are 
commanded to (bun their company ; they are efteem- 
ed as bad as Heretichs ; banim'd human fociety, and 
given over to the devil. 

The occafion of paffing this fo fevere a fentence 
on a Sovereign Prince, thou wilt imagine was great j 
and yet it was only for putting away his firft wife, 
and marrying another. A thing common! ^.prac- 
tlfed all over the eaft. Should our Muftis have the 
fame power, there would be but few MuiTulmen in 
the facred Mof^ues. 

But 
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But thefe infidels call marriage a great facrament, 
andefteem it as violated when a man repudiates his 
wife; divorces being not allowed in any part of 
Chriftendomi unlefs in cafe of adultery. 

Peoi^e talk: varioufly of the Pope's cenfure. Thofe 
who favour the Countefs of Cantecroix, murmur at 
the excommunication, calling it a breach of privi- 
leges, an unheard-of innovation, an attempt upon 
the life of the Prince. They add alfo, that he ougjit 
firft to have been cited, and his cafe heard by the 
court, according to the canons and degrees of coun- 
cils. 

On the oth^r hand, there are who juftifythfi 
proceeding of the Pope, and accufe the Duke of bar- 
barous ingratitude, for leaving his lawful wife, by 
whom he got his eftatc, and with whom he had lived 
many years. 

However, the Duke of Lorrain has pubiiOied a 
proteftation againft the Pope's proceedings, and cauf- 
cd his procurator-general to do the like ; writing 
letters alfo to the prefidents and counfellors of the 
fovereign court of Lorrain and Barois, commanding 
them not to take any notice of the Pope's cenfure ; 
h being aftually null and void, becaufe contrary to 
the fundamental laws of the church. 
• It is to be obferved here, that this excommunicated 
Prince in the conclufion of his proteft,, appeals ne- 
ycrthelefs to the fovereign Bifliop, when he (hall be 
better informed, ftill profeffing aa eternal obedience 
to the church. 

It is a ftrange unaccountable power, the Popes of 
Rome claim over Emperors and Princes. In his pub- 
hck letters,, briefs, or patents, he ftyles himfelf, 
the fervant of the fervants of God ; yet, in his ac ' 
tions, he affumes a fovereignty over Kings, catling all 
the Princes in Chriftendom, his fons, and chaftifing 
them as fuch, when he kes occafion. All this pro- 
ceeds from the difference they made between the 
temporal and fpiritual fword. So that when theic 
^ forces 
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forces have been routed, the city of Rome facked, 
and themfelves taken prifoners by the force of the 
former j yet they have at the fame time, by the dint 
of the latter, fubdued their conquerors, and in the 
midft of captivity celebrated a triumph. 

Spare not to command me, if thou canft propofe 
any method of doing thee fervice» 

God, the Eilence of Eflences, purify us, and wafli 
away our impcrfeftions. 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon,, 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XVII. 

To Bedredin, Superior of the Dervifcs of 
the Convent of Cogni, in Natolia. 

ART thou alive, venerable old man, or muft I 
expeft my anfwer in the other world ? I have 
often writ to thee, and more often enquired after thy 
health, when I had opportunity; but have received 
no anfwer, nor heard any news of thee thefe feve» 
Moons ; which feem fo many years, to a man who 
jyould be ready to die for joy, could he receive ihc 
leaft affurance that thou art yet alive. 

Without doubt, thou liveft wherever thou art^ 
and liveft in perfed joy and peace, the rewards of 
^y confummate fanftity and virtue. Either thou 
«ill enjoyeft a heaven on earth, thy incorrupt foul 
being a Faradife to itfelf ; or thou haft tranflated thy 
refidence from earth to heaven, to augment the 
number and joys of the blefled. 

Weil ! I^will fuppofe and hope thou art alive, and 
that this letter will come to thy hand : I will there- 
fore make thee an acceptable prefent, 

TTiou 
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ThoQ haft often fpoke with much afFe6lion and 
reverence of Jefus ; the Meffias of the Chrtftians, 
as all good MufTulmen ought to do ; being taught 

Sthe Alcoran in fcveral chapters, that he was a 
)Iy Prophet, and in the number of the divine fa- 
vourites. 

I have met with an authentick defcription of his 
perfon in the King's library, and have tranflated it 
into Arabick for thy fatisfacftion. Publius Lentulus 
being Prefidcnt of Judea, fent it to the Senate of 
Rome, when the fame of Jefus began to fpread 
abroad in the world. Thefe are his words : 

* THERE lives at this time m Judea, a man 

* of Angular virtue, whofe name is Jefus Chriftj 
^ whom the. Barbarians efteem a Prophet; but 

* his own followers adore him as the offspring of the 
^ immortal Gods. He calls back the dead from their 

* graves, and heals all forts of difeafes with a word, 
^ or a touch. He is tall and well-fliaped ; of an 

* amiable, reverend afpeA ; his hair of a colour that 
^ can hardly be matcnd, falling into graceful curls 
^ below his ears, and very agreeably couching on his 

* fhoulders, parted on the crown of the head like 

* the Nazarites. His forehead is fmooth and large, 
^ his cheeks without other fpot, fave that of a lovely^ 

* red. His nofe and mouth form'd with exquifite 

* fymmetry. His beard thick, and of a colour fuita- 
^ ble to the hair of his head, reaching an inch below 

* his chin, and parting in the middle like a fork. 

* His eyes bright, clear and ferene. He rebukes with 
^ majefty, counfels with mildnefs ; his whole ad- 

* drcfs, whether in word or deed, being elegant and 

* grave. No man has fben him laugh, but he has 

* wept firequently. He is very temperate, modeft 
^ and wife. A man, for his excellent beauty and 

* divine perfedions, furpaffing the children of men.* 
I fend thee this pidure of the Chriftians Meffias, 

iiot drawn by the pencil of the painter, but by the 

pea 
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pen of a Roman Governor, and therefore it may pafs 
for authentick. I have often heard thee praife the 
original, and condemn fome too fuperftitious Mufllil- 
meiiy who, in their miftaken zeal for the Alcoran, 
have biafphemed this Holy Prophet ; a man whom 
the Alcoran itfelf mentions in feveral chapters, ftyl- 
ing him the Breath and Word of God. 

Certainly, malediftion becomes not the mouth of 
a true believer; and lie virho curfes God, or any of 
the hundred and twenty-four thoufand Prophets^ 
fliall be excluded their Society in Paradife. 

I give thee a final adieu, O holy Dervife 5 defl- 
ring, that this chara6ter of the Meffiah may be tran- 
fcribed in letters of gold on filken paper, and laid 
lip in the library of thy convent. Adieu4 Live 
for ever. 

Paris, a5th of thirfthMoon, 
of the Year 1642, 



LETTER XVIIL 
, To the Kaimacham. 

VA R I O U S are the difcourfes of people in this 
place concerning the" reduflion of Afac, For 
Paris, like Athens of old, is the receptacle of all the 
news in the world. ^ 

The French are naturally a martial people, de» 
lighting much in the affairs of war; and when 
the news came laft year of raifing the fiege of Afac, 
vrith all the particulars of the defendants bravery, 
notwithftanding the union of fo great forces againft 
them, they highly applauded the valour and con- 
ftancy of the <Joflacks, whom neither threats nor 
promifes, gentle means nor vigorous afTaults, could 
prevail upon to ficrrender up their tawn». but forced 

their 
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their bcfiegers to return home with the lofs of above 
twelve thoufand Turks, befides Moldavians, Wala- 
cbians^ and Tartars. 

But now they begin to change their notes, and 
to admire the invincible force of the Ottoman arms, 
which hew their way through the moft formidable 
difficulties, to lay empires, kingdoms, and dates 
at the feet of our victorious Sultan. 

I have received a particular account from Nathan 
Ben Saddi, of the taking of that city* He tells me, 
that, at the news of thofe great preparations which 
were making by land and fea againft it, the inhabitants 
being denied the protection of the Mufcovites, which 
was their fole refuge in this extremity^ abandoned 
the town, carrying with them their goods, and de- 
molifhing their houfes, fo that there was but fmall 
prey left for our foldiers. 

It is the general difcourfe of this court, that there 
is a fon born to Sultan Ibrahim. I (hould heartily 
rejoice, werel affured the news was true ; but there 
is^no difpatch as yet to confirm it. Befides, I have 
received advice from Conftantinople, which almoft 
difcourages oie frptn ever hoping; for fo fortunate au 
event. 

God leneth^n thy days, and n^ake thee happy both 
in this world, and in Paradlre. 

Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XIX. . 

To Muftapha, Bafla of Siliftria. 

THOU haft no reafon to repine at the ex- 
change of. thy gpvcrnment, tho' thy prefent 

power 
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power be circumfcribed within narrower limits than 
it was in Egypt. That granary of the world, 
never aflForded thee fuch a harveft of laurels as thou 
reapedft on the^ banks of the Black Sea, The con- 
Queft of Afac has loaded thee with honours, and 
the moderation thou haft in the midft of triumphs, 
has captivated greater numbers of the Coflacks, than 
could the dint of thy fcymitar. Tho' the founda- 
tions of kingdoms are laid in blood, yet the 
fuperftru6lure is cemented with clemency ; and the 
Roman Caefars, by timely fheathlng their fwords, 
fattened to their empire the provinces they had won 
by drawing them. 

I am bound to write often to the Minifters of the 
Porte, and all my moments are confecrated to the 
fenice of the Grand Signior, who has a right to 
command all mankind : yet the fame of thy late 
viflory reaching thefe parts, and giving occauon of 
difcourfe, I ft(3e this time from myfelf, not from 
my great matter (it being the hour of fleep) to tell 
thee what the world fays of thee. 

They do not compare thee to Hannibal, Sciplo, 
or Alexander the Great ; thou thyfelf would'ft take 
him for a flatterer, that fhotild ufe fuch an cx- 
preiTion ; but they lay, the method thou haft taken 
to fweeten the calamities of the Coflacks, and invite 
them back to their abandoned habitations, has 
fome refemblance with the conduct of Selim, a 
General of Orchanes's army ; who, after he had 
taken the city of Prufa, forbid his foldiers, on 
pain of death, to touch the goods of the inha- 
bitants, or commit any infolent adion. The 
moderation of this conqueror, not only rendered 
the citizens eafy and willing to fubmit to their 
new Lord, but, the fame; of it fpreading abroad, 
he, with little bloodflied, reduced all the adjoin- 
ing countries under fubjeftion. 

It is repprted of the great and vi£i:orious Saladine, 
tiiat he took more pleafure in winning the hearts 

of 
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of his enemies, than in conquering their perfons. 
This Prince had a faying very common in his 
jmouth. That he did the office of a barber and 
gardener, (having the fuperfluities, and pruning 
the cxcrefcences of overgrown kingdoms and ftates, 
not deftroying them root and branch. 'Tis cer- 
tain, he endeavoured in all his conquefts to 
mollify the averfion of his enemies, by afts of 
generofity. 

Thou wilt expefl: fomc news from a man in my 
poft, and I cannot entertain thee with more agree* 
able intelligence, than what is the common theme 
of difcourfe at this time. 

Edward, Duke of Parma, has entered into the 
Pope's territories with three thoufand feleft horfc, 
where he marches, dragooning up and down the 
country, bringing terror and confufion wherever 
he comes. He conquers without drawing his fword, 
^the Pope's army flving before him. 
' This Prince is oy nature very fierce and active, 
and has a peculiar gift of obliging his foldiers, by 
*^treating them with a frank, affable carriage, free 
from the ftately refervednefs to which men in au- 
thority are accuAomed. By this deportment, he has 
infenfibly ftole their affe£ltons; they are ready to 
follow him all over the world. 

When the Princes of Italy fell out with one an- 
other, they generally engage the French and the 
Spaniards in the quarrel. But the Duke of Parma 
refufed the affiftance - which the former proffered 
faim of two thoufand men, provided they might 
be difpofed in garrifons ; he was jealous, left the 
French defigned to play their old game ; and that^ 
when they were once houfed in his cities and 
ttrong holds, it would be difficult to unkennel 
them. 

He has a new way of winning towns, carrying 
with him neither infantry, cannon, ammunition, 
iior any other provtfions neceilary to a campaign^ 

Yet 
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Yet when be approached towards Smola in his 
road to Bologna> the governor fent the keys of 
tbe town to him in his march ; which he made 
no other ufe of, than to give his troops a paflaee 
through the place, refigning them up again. By 
thefe noble slQs he paved himfelf an eafy way 
throueh the Ecclefiaftick State; his army being 
furni£*d with viduals in abundance^ without plun- 
der or infolency. 

The £rft occafionof this quarrel proceeded from 
ibme contempt put upon the Prince of Parma, at 
the court of Rome, by the nephews of Pope Urban : 
and the difgufts have fince been improved to that 
^ight, as to engage the State of Venice, the grand 
DuKe of Tufcany, tbe Duke of Modena, and 
other Princes, in the care of the general intereft 
of Italy. 

They proceed wi(h mediations and overtures of 
peace in one hand, whilft the fword is brandiOi'd 
with the others amufing one another with treaties 
to gain time. The lofs of Caftro, a ftrong town 
on the borders of the Ecclefiaftical State, fours on 
the Duke of Parma to revenge himfelf on the Bar- 
berinis ; whilft the Republidc of Venice ftrlves to 
mitigate his fiercenefs, and accommodate affairs, 
efpoufmg hiscaufe, but fearful of his rafhnefs, left his 
impetuous humour fhould carry him to the walls of 
Rome, and bring things to extremities : For all 
the Princes of Italy pr6fefs an inviolate obedience to 
the Pope, who feems to inherit the authority of 
the ancient Roman Emperors. 

Thou may'ft comprehend by what I have faid, 
how eafy it were at fuch a juncture, when all the 
principalities in Italy are (as it were) disjointed, to 
bring them under the yoke of a foreign power. 
This is what the Spaniards and Frencn have for 
a long time been nibbling at : and whereof tbe 
Republick of Venke are io jealous, that they ne* 
yer iide with one party to the ruin of another, 

but 
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but endeavour to keep all the interefts of Italy m 
an equilibrium, till they are reconciled and uni- 
ted, left the party which finds itfelf moft weakened,, 
fliould feek the protedion of one of thofe potent 
crowns ; who would not fail to ftrike two ftrokes 
for themfelves, if they are defired to ftrike one for 
the oppreflfed Italian. 

The Chriftians call Italy the garden of Europe ; 
and if the allufion may hold, the King of Spain has 
poflefled himfelf of two ftately grottos in it, Naples 
and Milan; yet, 'tis a queftion, whether the coii: 
in maintaining thefe two cities, will countervail the 
honour of beine their fovereign at fuch a diftance. 
The fame may be faid of his dominions in Mexico 
and Peru. This is the peculiar happinefs of the 
Ottoman Empire, that all the members of fo vaft a 
body lie contiguous to each other. 

The Monarch of the world above, and this be- 
low, increafe the territories of our invincible Sultan, 
and by continually fupplying our armies with fuch 
fortunate leaders as Muftapha, fubdue all nations t# 
tiie true faith. 

Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Yeajf i64z« 
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LETTER XX- 

To the Rcis Effendi, Principal Secrctarjr of 
State. 

IHave beard with forrow, the dirappointment the 
Sultan's forces met with in the taking of Rab. 
The Chriftians accufe him of breach of the capitu- 
lation^ on which a peace was CQncluded for twentf 
ycar$, between theliappy Porte, and the Emperor 
of Germany. ^ . 

If the ftratagem by which they defigned to take 
this town> be truly related to me» it feems to be a 
copy of the Grecian artifice in taking Troy, bating 
the difference of many carts, and one wooden 
borfe. 

That officer who difcov^red the intrigues, though 
he had hunted in vai|i all the former part of the day, 
yet returned with good game at laft, when he had 
enfnared our carted foldiers within the toils, got 
them within the walls of the city, and drawn up 
the drawbridge upon the ambufh which lay behind. 
The Emperor, it feems, takes it mightily to heart; 
sind, as I hear, has fent an Ambaflador to the Porte, 
to complain of this tranfadlion. '^ 

The court here is not very folicitous for his in* 
tereft, nor will they be much troubled to find that 
his Ambaflador has but a cold reception at Conftan- 
tinople. For the differences between the Kings of 
France, and the Houfe of Auftria, are too deeply 
grounded, to fuffer any good underftanding or afiec- 
tion to take place between them. 

And the Cardinal of Richlieu was heard to fay, 
not many days ago, * That fince the German Eagle 
was fo greedy, he would eive her a bone to pick 
would break her bill.' This was fpoken in rela- 
..on to the Emperor's encroachments on the Palati- 
nate, and bis feizures of Juliers and Treves. 
Vol. II. D I am 
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I am glad to hear that the league is renewed be* 
tween the Shining Porte and the Kings of Perfia, 
chat fo the nerves of the Sacred Empire may be 
\vhoUy employed in fihingary. 

Farts, zath of the 9th Moco« 
of the Year i64». 



LETTER XXI. 

To Enguruli Emir Cheik> a Man of the 
Law. 

THIS weftern world lies drowned inwicked*- 
nefs ; or rather, is fet on fire with fin. I 
fweat while I am within the confines of the air of 
Chriflendom. An univerfal peftilence infers the 
fbuis of men, from whence their words breathe no- 
thing but contagion. Even fuch as onte would take 
for Holy Saints, are mere cheats ; and like thofe 
fruits that |;row on the banks of the lake Afphaltites, 
ttiey are fair and beautiful without, but bring them 
to the touchftone, and you will find them mere 
corruption and rottennefs within. The Laity openly 
callow in all debauchery and licentious praiSlices. 
Nor are the Clergy leis exempt from fecret enormi- 
ties ; while the Ecclefiaftick veftments ferve but as 
«loaks to pride, ambition, covetoufnefs, and other 
-concomitant vices. The fword of juftice itfelf, or, 
at leaft, that which ought to be fo, ferves to divide 
the fpoils of the poor^ the widow, and the orphan. 
In court and camp all offices are bought and fold, 
without regard to merit, or the publick good. He 
that bids higheft, is firft preferred ; and the heft* 
monied chapman, is the mod meritorious candidate. 
Thefe are the efcapes of princes, and the defiens of 
ftvourites ; whilft the eafinefs of the one, abufed 
by the craft and fubtlety of the other, expofes 
places of higheft truft, as in an exchange, to be- 
come 
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come the merchaodize of every peddling huckfier : 
And brave and generous fouls are many times put 
by, thou^ the coyal promife itfelf h?s patted in their 
behalf. This is eminently the unhappinefs of the 
French court : And, it is thought, the late Duke of 
Luynes, and^ the prefent Cardinal Richlieu, both of 
them favourkes to the prefent King, could not 
have fwelled their coffers with fuch heaps of gold, 
but by thcfe finifter methods. 

I am credibly informed by an <Ad French courtier, 
*TiisLt Monfietir Belville, a gentleman of the pro- 
vince of Languedoc, ipared not to pafs this reflec- 
tion on the Duke of Luynes, even in the King's 
prefence. Being at Bourdeaux, while the King 
celebrated his nuptials with the Infanta of Spain, in 
a moft magnificent manner ; one day comiqg to' the 
court In his mourning coach (his father being newly 
dead) he ^as ^-eprehended by Monfieur Cadinet^ 
younger brother to the Duke of Luynes, for ap« 
pearing at .court in fuch an e?ctraordinary time of 
joy, with a mourning coach : * O, Sir, lays Bel- 
^ ville, fthe bravery of your brother^s coach, niay 
^ excufe the meannefs of mine, fince he borrowed 

* all the. gold I had, to equip himfelf for this 

* triuQiphaat feafon/ This I was told by one that 
was prefent, and heard the words ; and the occa* 
iion of them alfo he was not ignorant of, which was 
this. 

Monfieur Belville being a gentleman of a noble 
family, and one whofe eminent virtues and fervices 
might have intitled him to fome fuitable dignity, 
*but being low in his fortune, was not regarded or 
taken notice of, till he addrefTed himfelf to the 
Duke of Luynes ; who, upon the receipt of fifteen 
hundred crowns, promifed him to make him Cava- 
1 r of the Order of the Holy Ghoft, a dignity next 
l_ that of the Peers of the Realm, and which is a 
fair ftep to it. But, inftead of performing his pro- 
mife, after he bad got his money, he, by underhand 
pra<^ices, procured him to be banifhed the court, 
neither dia he ever come near it till this marriage 
D 2 aforeikid 
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aforefaid was taken in hand; at which time hii 
father dying at Bourdeaux, and being there aifii 
buried, ne, by the mediation of fome friend, pFcH 
cured a repeal of his banifliment, that he might havig 
an opoortunity of making the King fenfible of the 
Duke's injuftice. But it took not the defired efFe&; 
for he was upon thofe words immediateiy impri* 
foned, where he foon after died of grief. Thus is 
oppreffion, murder and violence countenanced by 
authority among thefe Iniidels. 

But thou, fage interpreter of our law, and patron 
of virtue, vouchfafe me thy counfeL that I may 
learn not to be corrupted by converung with thefe 
uncircumcifcd. ^ 

Paris, i«th of the 9th Mooo» 
of the Year x64». 



LETTER XXII. 

To the moft Illuftrious Vizir Azem^ at the 
Porte. 

THE enemies of the Ottoman intereft, ever 
fince the time that our late invincible Sultan 
Amurath had caufed his uncle Muftapha to be 
ftrangled, flattered themfelves with the vain hopes 
of feeing that royal line extinft; it being blazed 
abroad in all the courts of Chriftendom, that Sultan 
Amurath, by exceffive ufe of wine, had quite ener* 
vated his natural vigour, and rendered himfelf in- 
capable of getting any more children. And the 
private charge which he gave to the Baflas and 
Grandees of the Empire, that in cafe he died iffue- 
lefs, they {hould tranflate the Imperial Diadem to 
the Tartar, was no fecret here. Every body looked 
upon our prefent happy Sovereign, Sultan Ibrahim, 
as a man defigned for a facrifice to his brother's ha- 
tred, and that he would not long furvive the fate of 
his uncle Muftapha. 

I have 
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I I have heard a grave and experienced ftatefman 
wy. That he hoped to fee the Ottoman Eaipire 
ffvter the death*of Amurath) rent into as many and 
fiitaJ diviiions, by the ambitious Beglerbegs, BaflTas, 
and other governors of provinces, as the Empire of 
Alexander the Great was^ By the commanders of 
his army, after bis death ; v/ho fliared it among 
thepifclves, and cantonized it into as many princi- 
palities, as there were Captains to make pretentions^ 
either by merits or the fword. 

But, praife be to God, Lord of theUniverfe, the 
Sovereign Proteftor of the Empire eftabliftied by his 
own hands, the hopes of the Infidels are defeated. 
Ottoman is not left without an heir to fit upon the 
throne, an heir of his blood, as well as of his Empire. 

The birth of Sultan Mahemet is no fmall news to 
Europe, after it had been generally reported. That 
his father Sultan Ibrahim was impotent. The ladies 
of the court here begin to entertain a better opinion 
of him. And the grandees frame more mafculin^ 
ideas of our glorious Monarch. 

God augment the Imperial offspring, and perpe* 
tuate the Ottoman fway, till the day o? the balance. 

I bow my forehead to the carpets whereon thou 
treadeft, and kifs the hem of thy rich veft. God in- 
creafe thy graces and felicities. 

I'aris, i»th of the 9th Moon^ 
oftke Year x64S(. 



LETTER XXIIL 
To the fame. 

IT is not lawful for a flave to pry into the aAions 
of his Sovereign Lord, much fefs to cenfure his 
coivduft with boldnefs: But miferable is that Prince^ 
who, amongftall his pretended friends and fervants, 
h^ none fo faithful and difcreet, as to warn him of 
Angers which arc ready to devour him. 

D 3 lean* 
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I cannot but highly'applaud the feverity of thy 
juftice, in taking away the life of that Perfian traitor 
laft year, who, by his accurfed infinuations and 
example, haftened the death of our late vi<%orious 
Sovereign, Sultan Amurath, upon whom be the 
mercies of God. 

That Heretick,. though an Emir, of the race of 
•ur Holy Prophet, and adorned with the immarcif- 
clble colours, which is appropriated to (znStity and 
virtue ; yet refrained not from Idolatry, being a 
daily votary to fiacchus. He it was, who firft taught 
the unfortunate Sultan to drink wine, which he af- 
terwards praSifed to that excefs, as betrayed him to 
many inconveniencies, and at laft to death itfelf. 

But fufFer me to afk thee, Why thou dofl: not 
alfo take an equal revenge on Muflapha Bafla, who 
was as guilty as the Perhan ; being not only a com- 
panion, but a zealous promoter of the Royal de- 
bauches? It was he, who firft propofed that fatal 
match of drinking, which caft the Sultan ifito a 
mortal fever, of which he died in lefs than a week* 

1 ihovHi mi Pl^km.^ tQ fay thefe things to thee; 
nor to call paft mifcarriages to remembrance, were 
I not certainly informed, that the fapie Muftapha is 
pradtifing his old trade with the prelent Sultan Ibra- 
him, endeavouring to enervate the royal blood, and 
withdraw the Sultan frorp tht juft obfervancc of oar 
Holy Law, to the impious prophanations of the In- 
fidjels. I am c«>mmanded to give intelligence of all 
important affairs to thee, and the other Great Mini- 
fters of State,: llhought hone more weighty than 
that which regards the life of my Sovereign. 

I have done my duty. I leave the procefs t« thee, 
who art the oracle of government. . 

God direft thy feet in the path of juftice, wliich 
will afluredly lead thee to the gardens of Eden, 
where thou malt enjoy eternal repofe, and fuprcmc 
felicity, 

Paris, i6th of the 9tlx Moon, 
ofthe Yeai 1642. 
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; LETTER XXIV. 

To the Venerable Mufti, Prince 'Of the 
Religion of the Turks. 

I Received the difpatch of thy ran<9ity, wherein 
thou haft renovated my foul, and reftored me to 
a found confiftence of fpLrit. My doubts arie va- 
niihed. I am no longer racked >yith torturing 
fcruples about my condu£b. Thy abfolution has 
obliterated the fentence my fears had pronounced 
upon me. 

As to the penance thou haft enjoined me, it is|rati- 
onal, and adapted to the quality of my crime. I 
have counterfeited a Chriftian, that I might the 
better perform the duty of a Muflulman. I have 
fpemed devoutly attentive to the Roman Miflal, that 
I might be inftrumental to propagate the Alcoran. 
Anid, for this religious fault, thou re^uireft, that I 
wovM inform thee, bow the Chriftians behave 
theinfely^s io their temples,, where I have been fo 
often a fpeftator of their ceremonies. 1 fubmit with 
an abfolute refignation, and a willing cooapliance to 
thy venerable injunftion} and will briefly relato 
what I have obferved. 

Thefe Infidels feem to be ambitious of imitating 
the undefiled religiof), and yet they prove but b^d 
nfiimicks ; for, as we are taught to wa(h our bodies 
before we enter the facred mofques ; fo they, at the 
Wrance of their churches, dip their fingers in cer- 
tain veflels filled with water. and fait, aiKi fprinkle 
their foreheads therewith i as though their purity 
|?y in a fwound, and were thus to be recovered to 
me again ; or, That the uncleannefs of their whole 
bodies, was contradted into the face* They efteem 
the water holy, and yet they trifle with it as an in- 
different thing. One would think, they (hould be 
D 4 d6iiro4iir 
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defirous to bathe themfelves all over, and let evety 
pore in their fki» imbibe the fandlified liquor. But 
they feem rather to ufe it as a charm ; for, after 
they have fprinkled a few drops oti their faces, and 
muttered to themfelves two or^ three words, they 
think they have chafed all impurity from them in a 
fright, and boldly prefent themfelves before the 
altars. Herein alfo they deviate from the practice 
of former Chriftians, who (if their own church 
hiftories be true) were accuftomed to wafli their 
arms and feet in certain cifterns, before they entered 
the temples ; whereof the fountains and lavatories 
remaining yet on the fouth fide of th6 holy and 
magnificent mofque of Sanda Sophia at Conftanti- 
nople, are a ftanding teftimony. For the Greek in- 
fcriptions (hew, that fome of them, at leaft, were 
contrived by the builders of this glorious temple, in 
the time of Juftinian the Emperor, for the purifica- 
tion of fuch as come thither to worftiip. By which 
it is manifeft. That thefe modern Infidels degenerate 
from thofe more ancient ones. 

Another thing offends me alfo, which is this: 
They believe the divinity is prefent in their temples, 
after a peculiar and extraordinary manner, and yet 
they fufFer dow to prophane them with their vileft 
excrements. They fpare for no cofl to adorn theii" 
churches, and their altars are enriched with invalu- 
able treafures of filver, gold, and precious flones ; 
and yet, after all, they mufl become the receptacles 
of the dun^ of fordid animals. 

Thefe wicked wretches alfo walk up and down 
in thefe facred places, talking of their common af- 
fairs, as though they were on the Exchange, or in 
the market-place. 

But that which is to be had in greatefl abomina- 
tion is, That it is common for men to make love 
to the women in churches. They prefent them- 
felves before the altars, but the Saint whom they 
invocate, is fome beautiful female. She engrofles 
all their devotions j to her they make their vows. 

The 
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The amorous youth adores his miftrefs that kneels 
by him, laden, perhaps, with more fins than htm* 
(elf. His eyes may be fixed on the altar, or on the 
pi^ures and images, but his tongue addrefles to the 
moire charming idol near him. Or, if his eye/are 
attentive to his prayer-book, he teaches it to fpeak 
liothing but the foft and effeminate things of love. 
Thus afilgnations of luft are made in the houfe of 
praver : And the affairs of Cupid managed under the 
maflc of religion. They fight the battles of Venus . 
under the banner of their God. 

I tell thee. Venerable Interpreter of the Divine 
Law, that the fight of thefe things has fometimes 
inflamed my zeal to that height, as, had it not been 
for an earneft defire to do fi>me extraordinary fer- 
vice to the Grand Signior (which obliged me to take 
care of myfelf) I mould certainly have transfixt 
thefe prophane mockers of God on the fpot, and 
facrificed them to a zeal, which thou, who art piety 
itfelf, wouldft not, I believe, reprehend. 

I fold my arms, nioft Venerable Sovereign of Reli- 
gion, and wrapping myfelf in profound humility, I 
fall proftrate to the earth, begging thy effcSual 
bleffing and interceffion, that I may admitted into 
the number of the Happy in Paradife. 

Paris* a6th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1641. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Tq the Vizir Azem, Prime Diredor of tbd. 
Affairs of the Ottoman Empire. 

THE notices! have of the prefent ftateof Eng- 
land (in compliance with thy commands) are 
not gained without fome difficulty. It is not eafy 
for a man that fits in his chamber at Paris, to pry 
into the cabinets of foreign courts : Yet I will com- 
munLcate to thee fome intelligences, which thou 
couldft not learn from the Englifh Ambaflador 
at the Porte ^ nor from all the travellers of that 
nation, refiding at Conftantinople, Smyrna, and 
Aleppo. 

There is a Jew whom they call De Lopez, a con- 
fident and emiflary of Cardinal Richlieu, whom h« 
employs both at home and abroad in feveral private 
negociations and intrigues. I have infinuated into 
this man's familiarity, and (if I may fo exprefs it j' 
I have rivetted myfelf into his heart. He treats me 
with an afTurance void of jealoufy ; and there is no 
folding or angle in his brcaft, wKichI do not eafilv 
penetrate. I make ufe of him as an optick, througn 
which I peep into the Cardinal's fecrets, and as a 
mirror, in which I behold the true face of many 
difguifed afiairs, tranfaded in the remoteft corners 
of Europe ; there being hardly any thing of moment 
done in the courts of Chriftian Princes, wherein the 
Cardinal has not a finger. He feems to be the ge- 
nius, or foul of Chriftendom, communicating mo- 
tion, adivity and heat, to all the grand intrigues 
BOW on foot in thefe weftefn parts of the world. 

The commotions of England feem to be a com- 
plicated diftemper of the ftate, arifing from feveral 
caufes, drawn to a head by the dexterous artifice 
, of this bufy fpirit. The prefent King of the ifland, 
came to the crown with no fmall difadvantages ; his 

father 
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father having exhaufted thetreafury, and left him 
6tep\y in debt. He had no foiall number of the 
Biood Royal to maintain -, which kind of charges, 
' thou knoweft, our glorious Sultans, though, they be 
mafters of infinite riches, endeavour to avoid, by 
marrying their daughters and niecesj whilft yet 
infants, to fome of the moft potent and vtrealthy 
Baflas, that fo their Porte might be kept up, with- 
out burdening the royal coffers. But the Infidet 
Princes are wanting in this frugal providence. In 
the reign of King Jfames (this K,ing's father) Eng- 
land lay at cafe, numbering in the. downy bed of 
peace ; (he wallowed in pleafores, and had no other 
unhappinefs, but in being too happy. Her affluence 
and idlenefs affe£led theftate with a plethory. The 
publick health cannot be long conferved, without 
the moderate exercife of war; Charles, after the 
death of the old King, being eftabliftied in the 
throne, committed the affairs of ftate to the ma- 
nagement of his Minifters; never examining the 
Treafury, nor calling to an aecount his ojflicers, but 
. indulged himfelf in the pleafures moft agreeable ta 
bis youthful genius^ He hunted in the forefts, 
"whilft the grandees, whom he entrufted with his 
revenues and the publick- conduc):, had another 
game to purfue, poftponing their matter's intereft, 
and that of the nation, to their own private avarice. 
The favourite Minifter held a fecret correfpondence 
vrith Cardinal Ridilieu, and, by this means, the 
court was filled with French Penfioners ; counte*- 
nanced alfo by the authority of the Queen, wha 
was the daugh(jer of France. 

It had been before agreed in the articles of the 
tnarriagc, that the Queen of England fliould have a 
prefixed number of French fervants. But they, 
•'ot content with their domeftick employments and 
aaendance on her perfon, fought the management 
of that eftate, which King Charles had fettled on 
her as a dowry. This would ty no means agree 
With the conftitutioAS of theEngliOu That ifland is 
D 6 a liitlft 
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a little world by itfelf; and the inhabitants boaft of 
an original freedom of birth, which is not fo much 
as dreamt of in all the dominions of our invincible 
Sultans. Though the £ngli(h have feveral times 
been invaded and fubdued oy the Saxons, Danes^ 
and French ; yet it has been rather by compofition, 
than extremity of war : Or, if it may be called a 
conqueft, the victors have been forced to yield to 
the vanquiihed, in afTuring them their ancfent la^^s, 
privileges and cuftoms : There is no nation in the 
world more jealous of this their pretended birthright* 
And therefore, to avoid all occafions of giving of* 
fence to the nobles and gentry, the King perceiving 
the infolent demands and carriage of the French 
courtiers, commanded them all, fave a few crea- 
tures of the favourite Dulce, to depart the kingdom. 
This much difgufted the Queen; and Cardinal 
R jchlieu was glad of the opportunity to incenfe the 
King of France. Lewis was nettled at the affront 
offered to his fitter : Yet, by the dexterity of the 
Marefchal Baffompierre, his Ambaifador at the Eng- 
lifh court, things were in a way of accommodation ; 
when all was quaihed by the feizure which the 
French made of feveral Englifh (hips ; and fo a war 
commenced, far more fatal in its confequences to 
England than to France. 

The King of England, rouzed from his pleafures 
and divertifements, by the preparations of his po- 
tent neighbour, began to look about him, and con« 
fult the public k fa&ty. But when Jie examined his 
Treafury, he found it empty, or at leaft, at a very 
low ebb. ' 

Behold here. Supreme Bafla, a ftroke of deftinjr, 
a concurrence of cafes, feeming remote' and fmall in 
the firft appearance; but, in their procefs, uniting 
and involving that kingdom in ruin. 

Charles could not carry on a war with France, 
without aiking aid of the Sovereign Divan (which 
they call the Parliament) of that nation. It is a 
Senate Qompofed of above feven hundred of the no- 
bility 



A SPY AT PARIS. 6t 

bility and gentry of the land. Thefe have the 
power to make laws, raife taxes, and redrefs the 
grievances of the kingdom. It was an ill feafon to 
alk the afliftance of his fubjeds, who had already 
conceived an averfion for the Royal Dignity. How- 
ever, a mighty fleet was ordered to be rigged and 
manned out. Cardinal Richlieu, from afar, beheld 
the approaching dorm, and knew not how to divert 
it from falling on France, but by corrupting the 
Englifh favourite. De Lopez, from whom \ re- 
ceived this intelligence, was employed in the affair; 
hewasfent to' London, which is the metropolis of 
England, and the place where the King ufually 
keeps his court. It was an expeniive negociation, 
and coft the Cardinal forty thoufand dollars, which 
is equivalent to three millions and two hundred 
thoufand of our afpers. With this vaft bribe, he 
profelytod the favourite Duke to the intereft of 
France. The Englifli navy coniifted of an hundred 
and fifty fail, having alfo twelve thoufand landmen 
on board. It was agreed between them. That the 
Englifh Minifter fliould procure himfelf to be made 
Admiral of thefe marine forces. His indulgent maf- 
ter could deny nothing to the man whom he had 
ehtrufted with the fway of the government. Now 
the King of France might fleep at quiet, fince the 
Engli0i (hips failed with a French wind. They 
landed upon the ifland of Rec, but their anions 
vrerc altogether theatrical, and mere (hew of war, 
without any real execution ; the Englifh Genera), 
manifeftly omitting the proper methods, and favour- 
able opportunities of winning that ifland ; his con- 
dud ipeaking, as if he came there rather to compli- 
ment than to fight. 

Thefe things made a harfh found in England, 
*Mid the Nobles rcfcnted ill the double-dealing of the 
Duke of Buckingham (fo was the Englifh General 
called). In fine, the bad fuccefs of their forces, the 
expcnces they had been at, and the difgrace they 
' (uffercd in this war (four and forty of their colours 
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being carried to Paris, and bung up in the chief 
temple of this city, as trophies of the French vic- 
tory} incenfed the generality of the Englifh nation 
againft the King and the government ; they began 
to accufe him in tbeir cabals, of male-adminiftra- 
tion : And the favourite Duke was a white after 
ftabbed by a rufEan, whom the malecontents had 
hired to execute their revenge* 

The affe<^ion8 of tbe.£ngli(h appeared every dajr 
•more and more alienated from the King. And Car- 
dinal Richlieu had there his agents, who were not 
wantiilg to foment the publick difcontents, and by 
divers artifices to draw the credulous people into 
fa<£lions. The French Penfioners were inftru<^ed to 
deport themfelves in a manner every way ofFenfive 
^ to the nation. Black and threatening clouds Teemed 
^ to hang over the court of England, exhaled from the 
ill blood of the fubjeds, I'he Royal Dignity went 
retrograde; and all things tended to obfcure the 
luflrc of the crown. Yet there paiTed fome years be- 
fore things came to extremities ; and matters though 
ripened, yet were not brought to an open rupture, 
till Scotland lanced the fore. 

This nation is fubjeft to the crown of England^ 
and makes one half of the ifland of Great Britain. 
They are a warlike people, patient of labour, ac- 
euftomed to the rigour of an extreme cold climate^ 
great travellers, fiU)tle, proud and inconftant. 

After thai which fome call herefy, others a re* 
formation, bad begun to alienate many kingdoms 
and provinces from the Roman church ; the ScotSy 
greedy of novelties, and fpurred on by the ambiti- 
ous pretexts of one of their grandees (who under the 
mafk of religion fought the crown) introduced inno* 
vations into their church. They (hook off at once 
all their obedience to the Pope, and fet up fuch a • 
form of religious difcipline, as was altogether anti- 
tnonarchical 5 and their preachers ceafed not to infW 
into the hearts of the people democratick princi- 
ples. Thus continued affairs, tiltKing Charles, 

not 
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not infenlible of thefe things^ and willing to neinr^ 
model chat church, they took up arms againft him, 
knowing that he would not be able to raife force» 
to thaftife them, without calling a Parliament. 
The Parliament of England was at that time full, 
of Scottiih profelytes, men of feditious and {urbu- 
lent principles ; fo that the King was like to -find 
but little favour among theoK However, by the 
s^iftafice of fome loyal nobles and gentlemen^ he 
.n)arches into Scotland at the head of an army. Not 
I a blow was ftruck on eithei^ fide ; but all differences 
^ were compofed, and buflied up by a treaty. Yet> 
foon after, the Scots entered into Enghnd with an 
aermy, being underhand invited by their partizans. 
in England. .The King is a fecond time forced to 
throw hioifelf upon his Parliament for money j but 
they, inftead of granting him any, fell to examining; 
his paft conduf):^ complaining and defiring a redre^ 
of feveral irregularities in his adminiftration* There 
were thofe who failed not to put into execution the 
deifgns and inftru^tions of Cardbal Richlieu; he 
had his^ agents up and down the kingdom, who in- 
finuated jealoufies and heart-burnings into the gen- 
try and people of the land. The King was repre- 
fented every where as a tyrant, and all his actions- 
were mifconftrued. 

Signior Rofetti, the Pope*s Nuncio at the Englifli- 
court, befides his inftrudions from the Roman ron- 
tiff*, held a ftridl intelligence with the Cardinal^ 
His bufinefs at this court, was publickly to the 
Queen, (who profeffed an obedience to the See of 
Rome) but privately he was ordered to negociate an 
s^ommodatfon between the Roman and Engli(h 
churches. Cardinal Richlieu thought to ftrikfe two 
marks with one blow, that is, to embroil the ftate 
"England, and procure himfelf the greater efteem 
ith the Roman court. He appears very zealous for 
the converfion of England ; and in order to it, al- 
lows a confidcrable penfion to Signior Rofetti : In- 

ftruiSiing 
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ftru£ling him withal, to Ihew his utmoft dexterity^ 
in eaining the courtiers and grandees of that nation 
to his fide. 

He knew the genius of the Englifli, and that 
there was nothing fo ofFenfive to that nation, as the 
papal power and religion. Wherefore De Lopez 
was ordered to pay Signior Rofetti vaft funis of 
money, that fo there might be nothing wanting 
to profelyte the courtiers ; knowing that they would 
ad infolently, and difguft the Proteftants, and fo 
increafe the publick averfion for the regal authority- 
There was alfo another a^ent at the Englifb court, 
who was Secretary to Cardinal Barbermi, a man 
no lefs induflrious than the other in advancing the 
Roman intereft. He held a ftri£t correfpondence 
with fome of the Chief Minifters, efpecially with 
the Principal Secretary of State. Whilft thefe 
were doing their mafter's bufinefs at the court, there 
were others no lefs adlive in the city, where they 
endeavoured to create a party, and raife factions, 
infmuating themfelves into the acquaintance of the 
moft eminent merchants and other citizens ; repre* 
fenting to them the dangerous confequences of Sig- 
nior Rofetti's refidence at the court} glancing at 
every thing which looked like a falfe ftep in the 
King's condu£fc ; alarming them with fears and ap« 
prehenfions of being fubjeAed to a foreign power ; 
•and ufing all their arts to nouri(h popular diilatis- 
fadion. 

The Scots about this time made another incurlion 
into England. A Parliament was called, but no 
good done. The King's neceffities made them grow 
nigh in their demands and carriage, and all things 
tended to a general defed^ion. 

A while after, the Iri(h revolted, and maflacred 
above an hundred thoufand Englifh. The King ir 
accufed for being privy to it : Tumults are rai^d^ 
who, in a threatening manner, feemed to beiiege 
the royal palaces, calling out for juftice^ not much 

unlike 
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I unlike the fedition of our Tanizaries, when they arc 

hdifpleafed with the condu<^ of our glorious Suhans, 

r^r his Prime Minifters of State. 

In fine, the mifunderftandings between the Kin? 
and the Parliament grew to that height, as induced 

I'the King to withdraw from the capital city, about 
the beginning of this year. And, in the following 

I moon, he fent the Queen, with her daughter, into 
Holland, that they might pafs away the time ici 

' the court of the rrince of Orange, till this ftorni 
was blown over. 

In the interim, the King fends letters to the Par- 
liament, perfuading them to confult ^he publick 
peace ; but all was to no purpofe : they feized upon 
all the flrong holds and caftles they could ; fo that 
when the King came to one of his garrifoned towns, 
the gates were fhut up againft him, and he v was 
denied entrance by the Governor. The Parliament 
lifts an army, and the King fet up his royal ftan- 
dard in the laft moon. Since which, there has been 
nothing of action between them, but the armies 
are drawing near each other. 

I will inform thee of all particulars as they come 
to my knowledge. But the packet-boats from the 
ifland come not fo frequently during the difturbance, 
as they have done formerly. 

I befeech the Creator ot all things, to defend our 
invincible Sultan from the feditious pra6tices of his 
fubieds ; and make thee inftrumental to eftablilH 
andf aggrandize the Ottoman Empire. 

Paris, a9th of the 9th Mood» 
of the Year 164}. 
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LETTER XXVL 

To Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Superintendant 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 

WHEN I write to thee, it is with a refpe^ 
equal to that which 1 pay to the Emirs, tbe 
defcendencs of our holy Prophet, fince thou art 
fprung from the noble ftem of the ancient Saracens ;. 
the blood of the celebrated Omar, fuccefibr to the 
divine Lawgiver, ftreaming in thy veins. 
' I revere the banner carried into Egypt by thy 
renowned progenitor, before which the Grecians 
fled aftonifhed, as at a fign fent from heaven of their 
approaching ruin. This facred piece of antiquity 
I have feen at Medina, where it is repofitedin the 
chancel of the Babylonian Caliphs. I have honoured 
it with a pious veneration ; but much greater i? my 
tegapd to thee, whv> art a living rdick of that illuf- 
trious houfe. "^ •' 

Permit me, venerable Sage, to converfe with thee 
a little^ after the manner of a pupil j with thee, I 
fay, who art a fountain of fapience i for, befides 
thy perfeA knowledge of the divine law, thou art 
Ibcomplifhed with all human literature. 

There is a man in thefe parts, of a large foul 
and elevated fpeculations, who ftijBy maintains. 
That the earth moves^ and the fun ftands ftrll. 
He is not the firft that broached- this doftrine, it 
has had feveral learnecJ patrons, but he has highly 
improved the theory. His reafons for it have almoft 
the force of mathematical demonftrations ; and 
nothing feems to oppofe him, but the authority of 
Mofes, and the Hebrew Scriptures. The Chriftians 
will not approve of any philofophy which inter- 
feres with that which they call the. Bible; and yet 
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Atir prz&ice gires a perpetual lio to the contents 
of that book. Sarely there is no envy in the Deity ; 
and he that is ooinifcient, will not puniih men for 
improving their knowledge. The ftudy of nature 
is full of innocent delights, and he that gave to man 
an appietite of fcience, has not forbid him to gratify 
it ^vith its proper objects. Nor can I fee how this 
ne\Kr philofophy contradicts any more than the bare 
letter of their Bible (fori have read it in feveral 
languages) : And the Jews, who are the guardians 
of the original Hebrew, allow a cabbaliftical inter- 
pretation far different irom the literal : So does the 
Arabian Prince and Phi^ofopher Avicen interpret 
tbofe verficles in our holy Alcoran (which treat of 
paradife) in a fenfe far more refined than the letter 
feems to import* In reading fuch myfterious books, 
it is neceflary to praCtife a learned chymiftry, to 
fublimate the grofs external fenfe of the words,. 
and to extract the fpiric and foul of the dif* 
courfe. 

' That the fun is the center of this our platveta^ 
world, and that the earth, with the reft of the 
planets, move round about 4t, is a thefis which 
keeps exa£t touch with human reafon, and feems 
i>aturally tQ fquare with our intclJefiual faculties. 
It fets all the wheels of this great and wonderful 
machine in a regular and proportionate circula-^ 
tton. It gives cl^ trueft account of the retrograde 
motions of the planets. Ptolemy?s fyftem of th© 
world feems to romance upon the fun, moon, and 
ftars, in aHllgning them hourly fuch prodigious 
journeys through the heavens, as are incooftftent 
with the laws of motion. And Tycho Brahe 
was but a botcher, in patching *p the orbs with 
his cccentricks;, epicycles, Jkc. The former keeps 
the fixed ftars in an endlefs and unconceivable' 
^•urry 5 and 'the latter involves the planets Tn an 
savenly perplexity. Both come far mort of Coper- 
icus, tnat excellent Aftronomer, who, by placing 
it fun in the center of the world, has folved all 
* the 
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the appearances of nature, with the moft txaS 
analogy to truth. Nor is the argument taken from 
our fenfe of any force, (tnce it invalidates the motion 
of the fun, as well as that of the earth : Nay, it is 
more incongruous, that the fun fbould move fo 
many hundred tboufand miles every hour, and w« 
not perceive him to ftir a hair's breadth at a time. 
But I will not intrench farther on thy patience, 
nor run the rifque of a vertigo, by puriuing the 
fwift orbicular motions of nature, it matters not 
much whether the fun ftands flill, or the earth, 
provided we run the race that is appointed us, fo as 
to gain the prize. Yet I will afk thy judgment on 
another point, which men of high reaches have 
ftarted. 

There are fome learned men, who fay, The 
moon and the reft of the planets are habitable as 
our globe is. For nw part, to fpeak freely, I could 
wifh it were true ; it is a fociable dodlrine. It has 
made me melancholy fpmetimes, when I have caft 
my eyes upwards, to think all thofe ample tra£ts in 
the firmament (hould be void of inhabitants; and 
yet fcarce a turf of- our dunghill earth to be found 
without its domefticks. It is demonftrable to the 
eye. That the moon is an opake body like this 
globe whereon we tread, having no other light 
but what it borrows from the fun. Where is the 
herefy then in fuppodng that it is created for a like 
ufe ? I hope the facred Empire of the MufTuImans 
will not ft^ain itfelf with fuch a barbarous murder, 
as was committed on Vigilius, a certain Chriftian 
Bifhop, who was burned by the decree of the 
Roman church, for afferting the Antipodes ; a 
truth which all nations are now fenfible of, fince 
the improvement of navigation and traffick. And 
yet Galilaeus had like to have undergone the fame 
ieAtence at Rome, within thefe ten years, for main- 
taining the earth's motion, and that the fun is the 
fixed center of the world j nothing but his recan- 
tation being fufficient to have faved him. Such 

feve- 
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feveritieschoak the growth of learning, and flop the 
progrefs which would otherwife be made in arts and 
iciences. Happy are the ftudents that live under 
thy aufpicious patronage, in that fruitful feminary 
of Phiiofophers, where the myfteries of God and 
Nature are taught, free from the prophane Hcen* 
tioufnefs of the ancient Pagans, or the fuperftitious 
rigours of modern Infidels. 

1 pray the Sovereign Intelligence not to withdraw 
from thee his divine influence, nor reftrain the 
flood of light that has been let loofe on thy foul ; 
but that thou mayeft overflow like Nilus, and en- 
lighten not only Africk^ but the whole world, with 
fome new difcovery. 

Paris, 29th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year i64*> 



LETTER XXVII. 

To Cara Haly, the Phyfician at Conftan- 
tinople. 

TH E Weftcrn Phiiofophers, cfpccially thofc 
who follow the fentiments of Monfieur des 
Cartes, maintain. That the fouls of all living crea- 
tures (except men) are material and mortal; that a 
beaft is but a machine, like awatckor clock, not 
a^uatcd or informed by any fpirit diftinft from the 
body, but moved to the performance of all natural 
a£lions by a mere corporeal mechanifm, fet on work ■* 

' f various impulfes from eternal objeSs. 

In this they oppofe Ariftotle, and all the Sages of 
the Eaft. And thou knoweft that our Arabian 
Doctors are of a contrary opinion, who afcribe 
reafon, difcourfe, and immortality, to the fouls of . 

beafis, J 
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beads, as ^ell as to thofe (>f men ; having affigned 
particular apartments for Elborach, the beaft whicji 
carried our noly Prophet frorti Media to Terufalem j 
for the ram which Abraham facrifictd infiead of hie 
fon Ifaac ; for the cow of Mofc?, the pifmire of 
Solomon, the whale which faved Jonas, the raven 
which fed Elijah, the afs which rebuked Balaam, 
and, in general, for all the caftiels which have the 
honour to carry the facred Alcoran to Mecha. 

I will fufpend-my belief of their beinc entertained 
in Paradife, till I fcall have the happi-nefs to fee them 
tbere ; but I cannot however acquiefce to the opi- 
nions of thcfe modern Philofophers, wtK> aflert their 
fouls to be mere matter. The bodies both of men 
and beaftsyl own, perform all motions by mechanick 
rules ; but that mechanifm is guided oy a higher 
principle than the fortuitous impulfe of e:!i^ternal 
agents, in beafts as well as men. 
' AH 'animals feem to me to be endued with a 
faculty, which, if it may not be called reafon, is 
fomething analagous to it, for which we want a , 
proper name. ' And of this mind were Empedo- 
cles, Pythagoras, Plotinus, and Porphyry, with 
many orfier ancient Sages; though this faculty is 
more eminently confptcuous in fome kinds of beafts 
than others. 

I cannot but admire the regular architedlure of 
bees, their induftry and politick oeconomy, vying 
with the moft excellent form and adminiftration of 

fovernment among rneh. It is with no lefs pleaAire 
behofd the fpider, when with exquifite artfhe builds 
her little filken palace, and lays her fine- wrought 
trains to catch the unwary fly. It is equally pleafant 
and diverting to obferve the conduft of the pifmires, 
their prudent forecaftj how they trudge up and 
down all the fummer, to lay up a fufiicient ftock of 
provender for the barren winter. There is no kind 
of bird, four-footed beaft, or fifli, which does not 
confute this Cartefian's hypothefis* 

It 
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It is credibly rfeported by Porphyry, That in the 
Eaft- Indies there is a bead: which they call a hyaena, 
which approaching near the villages, will imitate, a 
man^s voice, and call the inhabitants by their names ; 
if they come out of their houfcs, it will feizeon the 
firft that comes to hand, and devour him. The dog, 
the ape, the elephant, with many other four-footed 
beafts, afford us manifeft Jpecimens of reafon, tir 
fomething very like it. 

Who has not heard of the Jove which dolphins 
bear to men ? Pliny relates a pretty ftory of a dolphin 
that frequented the .lake Lucrinus in Italy, and 
being often fed from the (hore by a certain fchool- 
boy, grew at.length fo familiar, as to come at a call. 
We alfo read of another, who took the Mufician 
Arion on his back (when caft into the fea by cruel 
failors) and carried him fafe to fbore. ' 

Can all thefe a£lions proceed from merein^tter ? 
In my opinion, it is as eafy to defend. That human 
nature itfelf is but matter fo and fo modified ; and 
that all the buftie men keep in the world is but the 
eflFed of a better compofition of body, the refult of a 
more perfed and refined machine. ^ 

leafily agree. That we far excel the other livinjg 
creatures in all the operations of our fouls, and exer- 
cifes of our reafon : Yet we have our defeats as well 
as they ; and this I efteem as one of the greateft, to 
deny them any {bare in reafon, who fo & excel us 
inknfsL 

It ffi a culpable pride and envy in men, thus to 
Uaft the reputation of their animal kindred, from 
which vices I know thou art free. 

God, that has made ufe of the tongue of a filly 
afs to reprove the folly of a wife man in. his own 
conceit, illuminate our underftanding in the myfte* 
lies of .his law. 

# 

Paris, »4th of the xoth Mooo, 
of th« Year 164%. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
To Haffein Baffa. 

THY commands I receive as marks of diy 
efteem and good will, which I defire may be 
perpetual. Thou liaft an eminent (hare in the 
favour of our au|;uft Emperor ; and I fhall ftudy to 
merit thy protedion, by ail the dutiful offices that 
can'be expe£led from a flave in my ftation. 

There is nothinjE fo much conduces to eftablifli a 
permanent friendmip, as a right underflanding. 
The fouls of friends are firft warped by mifapprehen- 
fions. I would not have thee think of me, as I do of 
myfelf; that would prompt thee to contempt; nor, 
as the French do, who take me for Titus of Molda- 
via ; but look upon me (whatever my failings are) 
as a man that values and pradbifes the incorrupt fide- 
lity of the firft ages. I abhor treachery, and, for 
that reafon, am often forced to make an officious lye : 
Yet I do not proftitute my confcience, having th« 
Mufti's difpenlation. Whenever it &all be told thee, 
that Mahmut degenerates, fufped the flanderer; 
perhaps he would fupplant me. I am not fond of 
my commiffion, but I dread to lofe the Sultan's 
favour : Whofoever deprives me of that, robs me of 
my honour, which is dearer to me than my life. 

jBy what I have faid, thou wilt perceive that I am 
not Ignorant of the ill offices which Ikingi Cap'- 
Oglani has done me. The man afpires, and is 
envious : Were I in his poll, I would not exchange 
the honour and felicity pf educating the royal Pages 
of the Seiaglio, for unemployment attended with 
infinite hazards, and no lefs trouble, as is that of 
Mahmut. If he be expert in the French tongue, 
there are thofe that excel him ; and language, is but 
the (hell of more fubflantial accomplimments. 

Every 



A SPY AT PARIS. n 

£very lingulfl is not fit to be employed in the'fecrets 
t>f ftate ; neither are all pedagogues politicians. 

I am ftartled at the ambition of a man, who, 
becaufe he had ftudied at Athens, thinks himfelf 
worthy of the confidence of the myllerious Porte, 
which arbitrates the fate of all the kingdoms in the 
world. If this be not hrs aim, why does he daily tra- 
duce me? Why does he paint me to the Minifters of 
the Divan, in black and odious colours, perAi^ding 
tbem it is my natural complexion ? He is not con- 
tent with the calumnies he himfelf throws on me, 
-but has corrupted Solymaniny coufin, and has hired 
him to mifreprefent me to the Kaimacham. And 
that he might be fure to ftrike home, he has drawn 
to his party Shafhim Iftham, the black Eunuch. 
I I fent Soiyman a letter laft year full of reproofs, 
I tiot knowing who had fet him at work : I hope it 
f had fome good e(Fe£ls on him, though late. It is 
from him 1 received this intelligence. He feems to 
repent of his malice, telling me, that this Ikingi Cap'- 
Oglani had fo artificially poiTefled him with a belief 
of my perfidioufnefs, that he thought he did good 
fervice to God and the Grand Signior to rail at me ; 
but that the Kaimacham had afterwards convinced 
him of my innocence. This was the fubftance oif 
his letter, and he concludes it with begging my pardon. 
I tell thee, illuftrious Bafla, that though the 
wounds which are given by the tongue of a flanderer 
be deeper than thofe which are given by the fword ; 
and I could fooner pardon him who fought manfully 
to take away my life, than he which bafely murder^ 
my good name; yet, I attribute mv kinfman's fauk 
to youthful error, and a loyal miftake ; and I love 
him the better, for hating any one that he could 
imaeine would prov6 unfaithful, and a traitor to 
God and the Grand Signior. 

May the benign Heavens blefs thee with their good 
influences, and profper thee in all things. 

Paris, 6ih of the ixth Moon, 
A of the Year x64». 
Vol. II. E 
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LETTER XXIX. 

STo Solyman, his Coufiti, at Conftanti- 
noplc. 

THY apology is rational and tDodeft, and I am 
glad to be thus happily deceived. Thou fee* 
tl^e Kaimacham, with the other Minifters of the 
j^orte, have too good an opinion of me to liften -to 
the infinuationsofdefigning men 5 and Ikingi- Cap'- 
•Oglani was out of his bias, when Ae defamed the 
loyal Mahmut; and the black Eunuch had better 
been watching the ladies^ than wounding my repu- 
tation with his envenomed tongue. I wifh thcgi 
hereafter to avoid all company that profefs a kind* 
.ncfs to thee, which thou mayeft but fo much as 
fufpecSl to be forced. 

Thou afkeft my counfel how to conduft thyfetf 
toward thy firft wife, of whom thou fpeakeft both 
well and ill. Thou believeft her faithful and chafte:; 
thou knoweft her to be induftriousand careful of her 
ifamily ; good-natured, fkxible, ana obliging ; but 
thou accufeft. her of ^ violent and haughty ipirit, 
iercely paflionate, and of a provoking tongue. Sh6 
•dalyxand hourly reflefts upon thy jnilcarriages.; 
will play the fchoolnfiiftrefs with thee, pretend- 
ing to correal, reprove, inftruS, and guide thee in 
all thy aflions. In fine, thou complaineft that thou 
^canft not enjoy tranquillity with her. 

Itell thee, klhfman, thou fbouldeft have. applied 
thyfelf to the Imaums and Dervifes in this cafe ; or, 
at leaft, to fuch as have had experience of a married 
life. Their fentence would be more authentic than 
what thou canft expe<Si: fr<sm me. But fince thou 
.halt made.choicc of my counfel, J will j^ive thee the 
tell I c^. 
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f TThoo Wfit, in my opinion, find it difficnU to be 
iappy, with or without this wotnan. She is ^iven 
thee by fate, to poife the balance of thy Jife ; that 
wither too much eafe, nor pain, excefs of joy or 
^rief, fhould turn the doubtful fcales offenfe, and 
make thee either fwim in floods of pleafure uncoii'> 
<rouIed, or iink in the mire of baneful grief and 
•melancholy- 

The chafte fidelity, which thoti believeft her cr>- 
dued with, cannot be Valued at too high a rate. It 
' 4s a virtue which renders woman adorable. Like- 
wife, her diligence and care, her nsfpeft and devoir^ 
her eafy temper and good-nature^ are qualities 
which cannot but charm thee. Shooldefl thou deal 
unkindly by her, thy generous foul would regret It 
the next moment. Nay, (houldeft thou take thte 
common cdurfe, and difmiis her with a bill of divorce, 
according to the law, thou wouldeft repent the deed 
within twice four and twenty hours. 

And yet, I muft confefs, it is hard to be confined 
^o a fierce woman's tongue, to bear reproaches and 
contumelies, contempts and defiances, le(5tures, arfd 
'Other female difcipline. Who, that is a man, can 
brook fuch flavery ? Who, that has but a fpark of 
fire within this hulk of clay,' can ftoop to fuch igno* 
We and unmanly foftnefs ? I cannot counfel thee to 
fuch an abjeft tamenefs of fpirit. Man is* lord of all 
his fellow-creatures ; the fierceft beafts fubmit to his 
^mperial fway : Woman alone, ambitious woman, 
difputes the government with him. But it is his 
right, and he difowns both God and Nature, who 
Tefigns it to that afpiring fex. Yet ufe thy power 
moderately ; keep the golden mean. Be not furly 
and rough as a bear, nor yet effeminate and without 
gall, as a dove. But, if thou findeft it impoffible to 
keep her within the bounds of due fubjedion, put 
her away, and fo prefcrve thy peace. The company 
of thy other wives will foon efFacc her loved idea, 
aad fwcetcn thy lofs with a thoufand new pleafures. 
E * But 
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But if theyfhould follow her ftcps, inheriting W 
fpirit, and tormenting thee with killing words, 
divorce them all. I would counfel thee to take fuc- 
ceflively five hundred wives, rather than make thy 
life miferable, by too much love and indulgence to 
one that knows not how to to ufe thy favours. 
. But before thou beginneft to put in execution this 
advice, trv all the fair and gentle methods thy wit 
4:an fuggew:, to win her to a lenfe of her fault, and a 
change of her temper. For be afllired, that it will 
be of lefs pain to thee, to have an eye plucked out of 
thy head, than to tear from thy heart the firft obje(3 
of thy love. 

In this, as in all things elfe, have an efpecial regard 
to thy confcience, and to the obfervihg Angel, who 
writes down all thy adions in a book. Do nothing 
which may deferve the chaftifement of the two black 
Angels, who (hall vifit thee in thy grave. He who 
deals unjuftly and rruelly by women on earth, ihall 
be deprived of the felicities which our holy Prophet 
has prom i fed us, in the company of that beautiful fex 
in Paradife. 

Keep the law, and thou wilt have thy fill of Iov£, 
both here, and in the blifsful bowers of Eden. 

Purif, ifl ©f the itth Moon , 
ot tho. Year 1642. 



A SPY AT PARIS. 77 

LETTER XXX. 

To the Kaimacham. 
j 

THE furrender of Perpignan to the Frencffs 
ftartles the world : A place inexpugnable by 
arms, and not to be reduced but by famine. Some 
that pretend to penetrate into foreign fecrets, lay 
the blame on the Duke de Ollvarcz. They fay, 
that when the King of Spain firft heard that Lewis 
I laid fiege to this important place, he would have 
pne in perfon to its relief, but that the Duke bin- 
oered his defi^n, fciring left his own mifcarriages 
! Ihould take wind, when the King was. got on the 
frontiers : This, they fay, put a ftop^ to the levies 
that were making in Arragon and Caftile, anch 
damped the courage of thofe who- were a<ftually in* 
I iims. 

Whether this was the efFedl or no, it is certain^- 
! the Duke d'Olivarez had fufBcient reafonto be con- 
I frious, knowing, that the Grandees of Spain watchc(t> 
t for.an opportunity to diflodge him from the King's 
I hreaft. But it is ilrange, that he flioirl J, at fuch a: 
time, neglect any thing that might confirm him in 
his matter's favour, as the faving of Perpignan muli: 
needs have done ; all the fucceffes and mifcarriages* 
of the ftate, in peace or wary. b«ing attributed to • 
the favourite Mi-nifter. 

Wherever the fault lies, I havcLheard^ no rnait^- 
yet condemn the Governor of the town. It is faid>» 
he has given all the marks of a valiant foldier, a.- 
prudent commander, and a faithful fubjcft. Thefe- 
virtues are to be honoured, even in an enemy. 

They report, that th« Spanifti. King put a kindj 
^f fuperftitious confidence in the Marquis de Avila,^ 
hccaufe one of the fan>e family and title had for- 
merly defended the place to extremity, until the- 
wge was.raifcd.-. Affuredly, virtue is not. inherent*; 
E 3 iai 
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in names, nor viSory entailed to all of the fame 
bJood. Both the one and the other are owing* in* 
a great meafiarc, to providence and chance. The 
Komans did not gain more in the Carthaginian war^ 
under the condudtof Scipio the African, than they 
Joft afterwards, when another of that name was 
General oi their army. * 

It is faid, the Duke de OHvarez is fei^ed with a 
phrenxy upon the lofs of this town, or at lead 
counterfeits one. I do not aflcrt this as a truths 
jlluftriotts Kaimacham, but to fliew thee how peo«- 
pie are addifted to cenfure, not only the mifcar*- 
liages of great men, but the very regrets which 
attend their misfortunes ; as if it were a crime in 
them, to mourn for the caJaoiitic^ which they could 
not prevent. 

In the mean time. Cardinal Righlieu bds wea- 
thered a tempeft rai fed again ft him, by the Duke of 
Orleans, and his party : As if the fate of tbcfe two 
Miniflers ran counter, and one muft rife by. the 
ether's fall. 

Oiivarez had lain a train for Cardinal Richlieu's 
deftru6lion, but fell into it himfelf. He bad cor- 
rupted one of the Cardinal's creatures, who aflbci-* 
ated himfelf with the Duke of Bouillon, and the 
Duke of Orleans. Befides private grudges, they 
all fufpe£led the Cardinal, as defigning, upon the 
King's death, to take the Regency into his own 
hand5. They acquaint Oiivarez with their griev- 
ances, and enter into a private league with him. 
He, in hopes to render the kingdom of France into 
fatal divifions, as well as to ruin the Cardinal, agrees 
to furnifli the confpirators with twelve thoufand 
foot, an<l three thoufand horfe. Sedan was to be 
the rendezvous of this army. 
' But Cardinal 'Richlieu, whom no fccret could 
efcape, foon difcovered the plot, and acquaints the 
King with it; who forthwith caufed the confpi- 
rators to be feized, imprifoned, and two of their 
heads to be cut oiF; the reft were pardoned on con- 
ditions 
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^tions-of Turrender, and perpetual banifljment from^ 
the King's prc/cnce. . 
This happened much about the time that Per*- 
ignan furrendered, which was on the ninth of the- 
loon RebiuK . 
A little before, the con fp Orators had fo obfcured" 
the CaidlnaFs credit at the court, that the King, 
denied him a vifit, when cequefted, in his ficknefs ; 
«pon which the Card.nal withdrew himfelf. But* 
the King was quickly glad to follow him ; having. 
BO other refuge in the midft of his prefllires, but hinv^ 
jvho was matter of all the hearts, both of his fub- 
jeSsrand allies. At that time,.the Count de Guifth©: 
*Was defeated in Flanders^, and the Parifians were 
apprchenfive, th^t Don Francifco de Melo would 
Bring his forces into the bawels of Erance, None 
waj able to extricate the Kin^out of fo many tr.ou- 
Bles, but the Cbi$f Miiuilec. Thus by a fortunate 
eoncurrenjce of events, the Cardinalis rp ftored ta- 
Kis mafter's favour^ fees his fpreign enemies hum- 
bled, Perpignari tai^ea, and his Jomeftick foes cut.. 
off arid b^fl^d. 

I pray, God, -whofe eye is^ over the MufTulman-^ 
eqnpire, to pretrve thee from all the macbirvatiows 
.of thine enemiesy and nrake thee to fliiae bright iu^ 
the favour c^ the Gxand Sigjiior. 

Paris, 1 2th of the xith Mooo, . 
of the Year i64'». 



LETTER XXXI. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a- Jew,, at Vienna. - 

THY letter with Carcoa's journal, is-comefafet 
to my hands, and the ring which he bequeathed " 
me. That legficy demonftrates his affedtion, and 
that 1 have not ilF deferved of him-5 for the actions 
oC dyins: men are void of difguife^ 

E.4 His.. 
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His memoirs will be of great fervice to me, con- 
taining a more ancient hiftory of theOerman court, 
from the year .1600, to the time of his death, than 
1 have yet feen extant. I am not unacquainted with 
relations of this kind. The Europeans make their 
hiftories fpeak what their affeftion or fear fuggefts, 
rather than the truth. The liberty of printing has 
debauched the integrity of moft writers ; they ftudy 
rather to pleafe than inform the age. For this rea- 
fon, I rejeft the greateft part of modern hiftory ; 
coveting only the manufcripts of fuch as Carcoa. He 
fjpeaks impartially, having no other bias than the 
fervice which he owed to the Grand Signior. 

I fpeak this for thy encouragement and direction, 
who fucceeded that honeft old man in his poft. 
When thou committeft any of thy obfervations to 
paper, let them be of things remarkable, and true. 

The Banker, to whom thou didft addrefs the bill 
for my payment, made a demur at firft, but Elia- 
chim cleared up bis doubts. I defire thee to order 
matters (o hereafter, that I may not be taken for a 
cheat : That may proye of ill confequence to us all. 
I would not have any finifter accident ftarted, which 
might make the French fufpe<ft me. One misfor- 
tune feldom goes without attendants. The leaft 
blemifh upon a man's credit, ftraight infefts the air. 
He whofe reputation is blafted, is fufpeded and 
ihunned like a walking peftilenre. 

Thou wilt do well to prevent th'-fe mifchiefs, by 
thy care and forefight. Take in good part this ad- 
vice from Mahmut, who ftudies his matter's in- 
tereft, not his own. Adieu. 

Paris, i5<h of the iith MooB, 
of the Year 164*. 
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LETTER. XXXIL 

To the Venerable Mufti, ^ Prince of: ther 
True and Undefiled Eaitb.. 

THOTJ that art^a Ifgbt to the blind ; the pole* 
ftir to them that. are bewildered in 'ait ocean* 
of uncertainties j • the fanduary of the mind, hat- 
tcred with atempeflrbf vain opinions; tell me why ' 
it is blafphemy to fay. That God ha* already taken ^ 
flefli, (as the Chriftians believe) fince oup Holy 
Prophet himfelf avouches. That God fhall aflume - 
2Lhody at the reftirreftion ? I approach xhy facred 
palace, with burning coals on vmy head,, with fer- 
vent and inflamed zeal in my heart ; cart a.^racious • 
eye oathy fuppliant. Refoive my doubts ; diflipater 
the nnift which clouds my. anxious foul, and reiiore - 
toe to a right mi rwl. 

If a body be compatible with the Divine EflTence, . 
it feems not to me a Uafpherny in ilie Chriftians, to • 
afliert the incarnation of the Word, whom our Holy 
Prophet calls alfo, the Breath of God. If thi« . 
Breath, or Word of God, be not of the EflTence of the 
Divinity, v^rhy is that part of the Chriftian Gofpel; 
Kad in fuch reverence by the Faithful MuflTuimen, 
where it is faid, ' In the beginning was the Word, 
**and the W6rd was with God, and God was the 
•Word ?' If the Word Be of the Effence of God,:, 
then It will neceflarily follow, that God has talcen 
^ human body, fince our Holy Prophet calls him thi&r 
Word of God, w4iom the Cnriftians adore for God . 
Incarnate. Bear with my weaknefs and importu- 
nity, and if I err, corred-mein ihy wifdom. And :. 
yet let notthefe feem (o much mjr (cruples, as the 
arguments of Chriftians, whom I would gladly con- 
vince of their herefy; but it muft b© w4th folid 
jeafon. . . 
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Let not my Lord be angry, if I aik one queftioir 
more: Our Holy Do£lars teach. That tlie dark 
fpots in the moon were made, when the Angel Ga- 
brrel flew by, and bruQied the oioon with one of-l)ja 
wings : I afk how great that wing was, that could' 
make an imprtflion fo great, as to be confpicuous 
to us at this prodigious diftance ? Or, is Gabriel to 
be numbered among thofe lofcy AngeJs, who can 
Hfidc from one fiar to another ? If he be, wa^ there 
jiot room enough in the vail endlefs fkies, or did he 
lofe his way through un tracked orbs,~ or did he 
chance to wjnk in his career, that he ihpuld thus: 
unfortunately d^fh the pal^r lamp of Heaven ? If 
he be one of thofe fpremeuci^ned migjity, tall, and 
wide- ft retched Angels, how came ^e to be to con- 
tradfced, when he vifitcd Mary the mother of Jefus 
in her clofet, and prefented her with a rofe that 
grew in Paradife. 

Anfwer me this, O Sovereign Oracle of. Truths 
fmce my ears are frequently invaded with fuch ob- 
jedlions and blafphpmous.jefts, by thefe Inf^cls, 
How can 1 hear our holy law abufed, a^d not b^j^n 
in fpirit ? Tell me, t pray, how I fball filence- thefe 
hold difpupcrs, thefe mockers of the Book of Glpry- 
Think hot this a frivolous queftiojijv^i?^ imperti-, 
nent to religion ; for thefe Weftern people are fa- 
gacious and fubtle ; if they x:an Bn^ one flaw ia the 
Holy Alcoran, they will cry down all tdereftas 
falfe, and an impofture ; at the very thougl|t.of 
which biafphemy my heart trembles. 

Not long ago, a famous Aftronomer fjicjyed me 
in a telefcope the globe of the moqo> throiigli which 
it feemed to mc an opake body, .like the; e,arth we 
tread on j and he affirmed it to be fo, giving me 
mathematical demonftrations for it ; telling rr^e alio, 
it was habitable as our gobe; and that the diffe- 
rence of the brighter and more obfcure parts of the 
moonconfifted only in this, that the one was firm 
land, the other fluid water, and, if I may believe 

my 
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my-«yes, when aided by that optick inftrument, it : 
is 410 otherwke than as he faid. 

This Aftronomer is renowned throughout the * 
Wefterii world, being efteemed the beft Philofopher 
that ever wrote of natural things. His name is- 
Renatus. des Cartes, I have been often con verfant 
With him, and took linfpeakable delight in his re* 
fined notion&of the world. .He is as dextrous at un- 
r^vellfxig the contexture of the very elements, as - 
though he had flood by the Eternal Artifl-, when he 
extracted them from the rude Chaos. The minuteft I 
particle of matter, which is to the eye of other men? 
iavifible, appears to him in its proper figure; he 
talks as familiarly of globous, fquar^, and trian- - 
gular atoms, as though he had. a pair of compafles - 
tp-take their true dimenfions by. Were not this r 
admirable genius ftained with great impiety, in.' 
that he mocks the Book of Glory^ tho Holy Alco- 
ran, true guide to Paradife, I (hould believe he was - 
inlpired from above. 

. One day.difcourfing about the body of the moon, , 
he broke out into this bUfphemousjeft, V.The Ara- 
''"bian impoftor^ faid he^ might as well have made - 
* his followcfs believe what we prate to children, 
'nhat there is a man. in the moon with a bundle of 
* 'faggots, on his back, as to tell them that fable, of - 
'^he Angel Gabriel's brufliing this planet with his.- 
' 'wing.' I was not able to hear any more, but took .. 
my leave. 

]furni0i me therefore, O Sacred Repofitory of all i 
TVue* Science, with fuch convincing arguments as. * 
may put to filence the(e audacious Infidels* * 

God grant I may be one of thofe who (hall hear* 
the Ange> I(hurieIreadiej£luresof.divine.kaawkiIgi;^ 
iiiiPaJradii'e. 

Paris, aoih of the nth Moanj .. 
of ihe.y^ar 164a. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 

I Am acquainted with a Greek merchant in ParisV 
who formerly lived in one of thofe pleafant 
iflands which lie about four leagues from Conftan- 
tinople, being fituated rn the Propontis. 

Afking Wm one day, Whether trading was the 
motive whSch induced him to quit thole paradifes 
upon earth, and exchange them for the ftench and 
noife of this populous city? he replied. That he 
had fufficicnt to make his life happy in the place of 
his nativity, being matter of a good eftate, and of 
many fruitful vineyards, having alfo houfes there 
which might vie with the moft delightful Chiofes of 
the Muifulman Grandees : But that the Janizaries 
and other loofe Mahometans frequenting thofe- 
iflands, and efpecially that wherein he dwelt, com- 
mitted fo many . outrages when heated with wine,, 
as rendered his life infupportable; for they would, in 
thefe drunken frolicks, domineer as though they 
were Lords of the ifland, feizing upon whatfoevcr 
pleafed them, fpoil his goods, and beat him like a 
(lave; and if he mildly remonftrated to them the* 
injuries they had done him,, they would give him no 
o:her fatisfaiftion but oaths and curfes. 

Thefe calamities made him fell his eftate, and; 
travel into thefe countries, where he might enjoy, 
himffflf with more liberty, profit and eafe. 

It, is a diftonour to the Ottoman Porte, the feat ofv 
ju-ttice,*the fanftuary of the worW', to fufFcr Tuch 
diforders to be committed without due chaftifement^, 
within fight of the Seraglio, and by thofe who have 
the honour to guard the perfon of the Sultan. 

I reprefent thefe things to thee, knowing- thy juf- 
tice will adminifter a fpeedy remedy to thefe dif- 
tempers of the foldiery. Otberwife ihould they be 

fufilred 
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All«red to go unpuniflicd, we may expeA that not 
onfy thefe iflands^ but all Graecia will ia« time be 
difpeopled, 

Paris, a4th of the rith Mbon» 
of the Year 164%. 



LETTER XXXIV, 

To Carl Hali, the Phyfician at Conftan^ 
tinople. 

SUFFER me to converfe with thee after tb'o^ 
manner of friendsy with freedom and familia^ 
rity. I have often^ difcovered unto thee the dif-r 
tempers of my body^ now I will reveal thofe more- 
dangerous onei.of my mind. And I kn6w not whe- 
ther they are diftempers or cures of fucb. I have. 
writ to the Mufti on the fame fub}e£l, in part, but, 
with caution and refervc : With thee I deal frankly,*, 
and pour into thy bofom the fecrets of my heart. 

I am diffatisfied in many things pertain mg to re-r 
ligion. It is true, I cannot thinklor fpeak of our> 
Holy Prophet^ but with infinite attachment and^ 
veneration $ yet I owe fomething to myreafbh. I wilU 
believe the meffenge© of God was true and perfeft ;; 
but is it a crime to think, his fucceflbrs were buta 
incn, fubje£tto fraihy and error ? Their divifioi)s,, 
immediately after the death^of- our Great Lawgiver^, 
juftify this reflexion, fince the fatal fchifin conti-, 
nues to this day. Either the Perfians, ot we, muftr. 
be in the wrong. Grant which thou wilt, it fol- 
lows, that the truth was.no fooner fown in the* 
world, butitfprung up in mortal h^refies ; and I. 
find no other afluranGe.that we arg in the right, but 
the aflertion of our Doilors,. the followers of Ofman»> 
and EbubechfiJ3 who, for ought. I know,,are no 

more- 
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more exempted from error, than the difciples of r 
Haly. Both fides, believe the Holy Prophet, yet 
both at infinite diftance in their interpretations o£ 
his law. Each party boafts they have the true fenfcj 
of the Divine Oracles,. and cuifes the oppoflte fpr- 
Hereticks. Truth cannot be repu«nanl to itfelf^ 

Froni this original fchifm, well near a hundred 
ftvcral kSts have fprung, each maintaining difereftfc- 
interpretations of the law. While truth can be- 
but one,, where (t^W a man be fure to &id it amongft : 
fo many pretenders to it ?, 

Thintnot, tlwit I am going to turaChrlftian be- 
caufe of this liberty I taltt to fcarch for truth : For: 
the cafe is the fame, or worfc, among them. 

Jefus (whom our Holy Prophet calls the Breath 
sfnd Word of God, tlie reformer of the law. of ' 
Nlofes, knowing the fccrcts of hearts, and working- 
miracles) preached to the Jews repentance, good ' 
works, the rcfurrcdiion of the dead, ^ the day of 
judgment, the }oys of paradife, and the torments ^ 
of hell. He chofe twelve difciples to. difperfe hisv 
dbiSlrine over the world; but they^ likewife had 
diilenfioRs anu>ng^ tbemfelves, after that God had^ 
taken up the Meffias to Paradife; each Apofile- 
leaving different traditions behmd him in the coun^ 
tries where he taught. Hence fprungthe diiFerences- 
between the churches of the Eaft and Weft^ and 
thofe in iSthiopiar One following Peter and Paul,' 
another believing John^ the third defending, the- 
traditions of V Matthew. And from thefe greater* 
fchlfms, have fprung innumerable fmatler fe&s and • 
herefies : Each church and party-excommunicating, 
damning, and cu^frng alt the reft ; yet all believe^ 
thev fliali be faved. 

Thus is the world at odds about religion, perfe—- 
Otjting, biting and devouring one another, becaufe 
they cannot all think alike. A Angular argument - 
of reJigion, and a fpecial encouragement to. gaitt»4 
profclytes. 

Thefc 
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Thefe confiderations havemade me a firepdoiB, nn 
controverted points of faith, and matters of opi-- 
ftion. CMy la this I am fixed, that I believe in: 
One Eternal God, and revereace bia Holy Meflen- 
gcrs and Prophets* But, if an Angel from Heaven* 
Siould tell me monftrous and incredible flories oiC 
things, repugnant tathe common fenfeaod reafon o{< 
all mankind, I woald deiire him to-excufe me if I. 
fu/pended'my belief. 

I admire the Golden Age,, when the infant worlds 
had not yet learned bigotry ;. when human reafoo^ 
was not corrupted with divine fables;. and natural 
eonfcience was the oracle to which all refortcd forr 
folution of their doubts ;. before fuperflition had; 
begun to drefs the Deity in frightful, uncouth: 
ihapes : Then harmlefs innocence could (hew her- 
naked face, which is now fain to go diiguifed, Na» 
man was put to death for words or thoughts of 
things above his reach. No crafty Numa then had » 
fobbed upon the credulous people his feigned/ 
iEgerta ; nor golden-tongued Pythagoras could: 
impofe the forged whifpers of his eagle on the (illy. 
Crotonians, for facred oracles. No wonder-work- 
ing magician had led the rabble by the nofe with> 
his infernal juggle: But pure and undebauched 
reafon taught men to lead immortal lives on earth. 

Tell me, O learned Qaly! Canft thou believe,> 
that the divine Architect had no other way to make 
man, than by laying him a thoufand years broiling^ 
in the fun ? Or, that there is an apple-tree growing; 
very near the throne of God ? Or, that the Angels 
can ftride fome hundred thoufandsof miles at once ? 
Can we not go to Paradife, unlefs we fwallow thefe 
ftrange notions ? Is it not enough to believe in God 
and Mahomet his Prophet, except we will receive 
all for truth, which the Doctors tfll us? I faft and 
pray at the appointed times, and fometimes oftner ; 
1 give alms ; 1 love all the creatures of-God, that 
remain in his lovej I am not guilty of theft, 
murder^ nor adultery i I never forfworc myfelF, 
n nor 
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nwr bore falfe witnefs : Yet, when I am recalleaerf,. 
I think myfclf the worft of all men ; I think of^ 
every peccadillo I commit, with inexpreflible re- 
gret. If M ihhis not fufficient to acquit me a true- 
and good Muflfulman; no man. I hope, wiit blame 
ihe, if I join with an eminent man in thefe Weflera^ 
parts, and wi(h my foul among the Pbilofopjiers... 

Paris, 15th of the zith Moon», 
, of.thc Year 164a.. 
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LETTER I. 

To the Kaimacham. 

HOU mayeft remember .a letter I fen t thee 
concernine the death of Mary de Medicis, 
. Queen Mother, and Dowager of France, 
■wbereinTalfo fpoke of the fudden Ticknefs of the 
Cardinal of Richlieu, with the reports, opinions, 
and prophecies divulged on that account. What 
fpirit -foever infpired thofe prophecies, it is certain, 
the event juflifies their predidions. For the Carr 
dinal died this very day, being the 4th of the laft 
Moon in the year, at his palace in this city> being 
not full fifty- eight years of age. 

I am 
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LETTER IL 

To the Venerable Mufti. 

I Have fent to the Kaimacham an account of the 
death of Cardinal Richlieu, with fome paflage^* 
relating thereto, wherewith I thought it not proper 
to interrupt thy diviner thoughts. 

This great Minifter died the fourth of this inftant 
moon, being the Ijaft of the ^ear, in his palace at 
Paris, His body is interred in the chapel of the 
College of Sorbonne, wlrcrehe finifhed his ftudies, 
and attained the^legree of po(5tor in Theology. He 
has left behind him a prodigious eftate, amounting 
to a million of crowns yearly, which he has be- 
j[ueathed in legacies to nis kindred, frrends, ancF 
creatures. And, as a particular demonftration of 
his gratitude to the King", he has made him heir of 
his Cardinal palace in tnis city, with all the plate 
and furniture in it. And, at the laft vifit the King 
made him, ^which was a little before his death) he 
prefented him with ai ilone worth a hundred thou- 
land crowns of gold. -Upon which, it is difcourfed. 
That the King will fettle a yearly revenue on a cer- 
tain number of the Sorbonnifts, to celebrate mafs 
daily for the Cardinal's foul, during the fpace of one 
year, and once a year afterwards on the day that he 
died. For thefe Infidels approach thus near the true 
and undefiled faith, in that they have hopes of 
immortality, believing the refurreclion of the dead» 
and that the prayers, alms, and good works of the 
living do atone for the fins of the departed ; as our 
holy DoSors teach, and as is the praSice of the 
Muffulmans throughout the world. 

This Cardinal was richly endowed by nature^ 
having a firm intelleft, vigorous fpirits, quick ap- 
preheufion, folid judgment ,^^ faiibful memory, and a 

moft 
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moft prevailing way of difcourfe. A man highfy 
ferviccable to his King and country ; and therefore 
deferving better of the French than thofe fcandalous 
repprts and libels which were every where induf- 
trioully fpread abroad, to leflen his fame. Yet there 
wanted not thofe who ftrewed flower« on his grave, 
and perfumed his afees with encomiums and panc- 
gyricks. ' In this he fhared the common fate of khe 
great, that he was maligned and envied living, but 
honoured with the tears of his very enemies when 

3ead, " - *•• 

There is one fault to be found in his conduA, 
without appearing too cenforious. That he being 
a man confecrated to the fervice of the altar, ihoul4 
:fo often take thefield, and, divefting himfelf ofthe 
peaceful robes of religion, ibould clothe himfelf In 
ftecl, delighting more in the fmell of gunpowder, 
than that of incenfe, and prefexring the noife of war 
to the hymns and antiphons of the church : Nbt 
that religion is incompatible with valour; and to 
%ht for ane's country, is not as lawful andas- pious 
as to pray for its profperity. Our holy law, the 
cdeftial pattern of truth to the world, exhorts \is to 
courage. And all True Believers are affured of tlte 
joys of Pafadife, of unfading crowns, and eternal 
felicities, if they lofe their lives in defence of the 
Sacred Empire, and the Book of Glory : Our im- 
mortal Lawgiver, giving us his own example, when 
he laid the foundation of the greateft and moft 
illuftrious Empire in the world, in the wounds of- 
his enemies, cementing the work with the blood of 
millions of Infidels* Nor has tKe fuperftrudluTe 
leen cafried on by any other methods than thofe of 
perpetual war with the nations who will not fubmit 
to our victorious Sjultan, the invincible Lord of the 
Earth. But the Meflenger of God never required 
^helmaums or Dervifes to take the field; leaving 
arms only to fecular men, and the Alcoran to the 
religious. 

If<w^ 
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I foijget that I am fpcaking to him, whofe repoTe 

and traniiuiUity is the fpecinlcare of Heaven, virho 

>is notto be.difturbed by Emperors. Therefore, m 

i|>rofotihtl reverence, I faiute thy Holinefs with a 

4utiAil dbeifance, and fo withdraw my ^^en. 

Paris, 4th of the laft M(K)ii« 
of the Year 1641. 
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'^*C J^Sfiflir Sgire Rngial, an Aftrdqger at 

Ateppo* 

TH 0*U needed hot be alhamed of thy name, 
though it denotes the dwarfiflinefs of thy body. 
That little epitome of human ftature is exquifitely 
regular. Nature in framing it has (hewed her fkijl 
in proportions, though ihe feems to have made it 
<oo narrow for thy foul. In this thou art obliged to 
her for thjr* knowledge ^ thy mind being uneafy in 
its diminutive habitation, ^s for that reafon feldom 
^t home. . Thy foul is a perfe<ft night-walker ^ 
when other men are abed, and afleep, thou art 
taking thy rounds among the ftars. Thou art become 
a fpy upon the planets ; if any of them make but a 
falfe ftep, thou telleft the world of it.. Thoii art a 
pimp to all their amorous aflignations and conjunc- 
tions, and Vukan him (elf never fo often expofed 
the intrigues of Mars and Venu« as thou haft done» 
But I would have thee beware left they revenge J 
themfelves on thee fome time or other, as they did J 
upon one of thy profeffion, by ftirring up ^ cer- 
tain King to take away his life.^ He was a bold 
fellow, and pretended great familiarity with the 
ftars. One day he came to the King,* and told 
hiaiy he bad exaSly calculated his nativity -, and by 

his 
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Ins obfervation from thence, according to the rulci 
»of art, had difcovered, that he fliould not live oirk 
that year. TheXing replied, * I will prdve. That 

* my ftill is greater than thine ; for 1 know the 
"* very hour of thy death, which is ilow precifely, 

* and -which all thy knowledge in ^ftrology could 
'* never forefeet nor be able to prtyertt.' So be 
commanded his head to be immedhtely cutoff. I 
would not have thy ftat-ga'iirt^ fo futfdetily f'pollcd^ 
though, f hfey fay, thou haft ventured to talk fome- 
what t6o JaV-gely. 

Judicial aftrology {tctns in a great meitfui'e dbliged 
to fupe'rflition for the credit it Has gained ambng 
liien ; artd the L^tin proverb fay's, * A wife maH 

* (hall overrule the ftars.' For my part, I would 
tather counfel thee to follow, thy old r'ecreation of 
teaching pigeons to be letter-carriers. Yet I would 
*not have thee from thence think of building caftles 
in the air, like jEfop, nor of flying to the moon by 
the help of a team of geefe,^ in imitation of Donungo 
Gonfales. 

fiut Qnce I am got among the birds, which thou 
' art fo much delighted in; before I take my leavc^ 
I wifli thee as good fortune with thy winged difci- 
ples, as the Roman Cobler had, who taught a par- 
rot to falute the Emperor as he went along the ftreet, 
with thefe words, * Hail, Caefar ;' which the £m- 
,peror hearing, gave him a royal price for his parrot. 
The poor man, overjoyed at his good luck, got 
another parrot, atid attempted to teach her in the 
fame manner; but, having taken much inefFeftual 
pains, he ufed to fret, and fay, * I have loft my 
"* labour.' Yet at length, by daily repeating thefe 
words, the parrot had learned both fentences, and 
the next time the Emperor came by, it faid, * Hail^ 

* Caefar;' to which the Emperor replied, ' Ihave 

* enough fuch flatterers at home ;' the parrot, 
having her lefTon perfeft, rejoined, ' I have loft 

* my labour ;' which the Emperor hearing, and 
pleafed with the novdty, bought this alfo, and 

fettled 
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fettled a generous penfion on the man during hh 
life. . 

If thou couldeft by fome lucky contingency &U 
thy pigeons at fuch a rate to Sultan Ibrahim, thy 
time woul^ be better fpent than in playing the 
Mercury, and bringing news from the ftars. But 
then thy pigeons muft be better bred, than was that 
which was Tent to the Sophi of Perfia with a meflage 
from Babylon, when the late invincible Sultan 
Amurath befieged it; for the feathered couriers 
inftead of flying to the Perfian camp, took up fhort 
by the way, and perching on the pavilion of the 
yizir Azem, was forthwith ibot, and the fecret 
neceflities of the city were expofed to the Ottoman 
army* 

May fach Tate always attend Infidels and Here* 
ticks when they take up arms againft the MuiTuI* 
man Empire. Adieu, 

Fins, xoth of the laft Mooxs 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER IV. 
To the Grand Signior's Chief Treafuren 

THOU telleft me the Minifters of the fupremc' 
Divan accufe me of neglige^ice, in not writ- 
ing often, and things of importance. In my opyinion^ 
thou thyfelf haft moft reafon to complain on this ■ 
fcore, nnce I have not fent a letter to thee thefe 
four Moons ; in which time, not one of the reft but 
has received feveral from me. Would they have 
me coin news ? Would they have me amufe them 
with relations of things which never had any^xift- 
ence ? I have not failed hitherto to communicate 
to the Porte all the intelligences 1 have received 4 i 

£ut ; 
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Bttttbey ought to confider. That the wiiiter affords 
little of action. Time, the devourer of all things, 
has almoi): fwallowed up the year ; only this lail 
mooa feems to be pickled in ice for a defert* We 
are here up to the knees mfnow: And the greateft 
warriors find it heft encamping by the (irefide. 

Here is a rumour, That the King of Perfia is 
dead. They fay alfo. That the Great Mogul will 
not put on mourning for him, being by his death 
freed from a ftorm which threatened to fubvert all 
his dominions on this fide of Ganges. It is added. 
That he has fought the alliance of the Grand Sig- 
Jiior, with purpofe to continue the war againft the 
young'King of Perfia (who has not yet feen thirteen' 
fummers) and to carry hjs forces to the walls of 
Ifpahan. It is not lawful for me to diStztt to my 
Sovereign^ who is the fole Judge of the Univerfe ; 
but permit me to guef& what will be his condud): in 
this affair (if what I have heard be true). I have no 
reafon to think, that Sultan Ibrahim will violate 
the peace, which he has fo lately concluded with the 
King of Perfia, the articles whereof he carries in his 
bofom. 

Thou feeft, mod ferene Bafla, the tide of news 
is fo low, that Mahmut is forced to ftoop. and 
receive it, puddled as it is, by the mouths of the 
vuk;ar. If I acquaint thee with what thou knewrft 
before, let not the blame reft on me, who. ought to 
have received this intelligence from fome of the 
Minifters of the Sublime Porte, which is the taber* 
nacle where Fame keeps her refidence. My whole 
life, and the beft of my fpirits, are confecrated to 
the fervice of the Grand Signior ; I fpare no pains 
or coft, whereby I may render myfcif eiFeSuaily 
ufeful to the Great Mafter of the Univerfe : i wnre 
often to the Minifters of the Divan, who arc his 
flaves as well as i ; yet none vouchfafes me an 
anfwer, except the Reis EfFendi: I received alfo 
one letter full of confolation and advice from the 

Vol. IL F Vene- 
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Venerable Mufti. Likewife Haflein Btffla laid his 
commands on me. Thefe I efteem my friends. I 
wouid think (o of all men^ who ferve Sultan Ibra* 
him, if they would ceafe to load me with obloquies. 

I was about to condiule my letter, when an old 
Courtier interrupts me with the news of the furren* 
dcr of Tortona, a ftrong town in Piedmont, pof- 
feiTed by the Spaniards, till now obliged to quit te 
by the French forces, under the command of the 
Duke of Longueville. This place was furrendered 
on the twenty-fixth of the eleventh moon. 

There has been a long difference between the 
Prmces of the Houfe of Savoy ; which is at length 
compofed, by the marriage of rrince Maurice, Car- 
dinal of Savoy, with his niece, the daughter of the 
Dutchefs Regent. This is that which has warmed 
the courage of the French army, at this frozen time 
of the year. For, upon this match, the Cardinal of 
Savoy's brother. Prince Thomas, joined his forces 
to the French, and took feveral firong caftles and 
towns from the Spaniards, whom before this Prince 
had afffted ; and how, laft t>f all, to wind up the 
year, they have made themfelves mafters of this 
Tortona, a place environed with rocks arid moun- 
tains. 

By 'which thou may eft perceive, that there is ho 
difficulty fo great, which may not be overcome with 
trourage and perfeverance. 

I recommend myfelf to thy proteAion and favour, 
illaftrious Bafla, and defire the He^vc^ns to remune* 
rate thee with an increafc of joy and felicity, both 
here, and in Paradife. 

Paris, loth of the iftth Mooo, 
of the Year 164a. 
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LETTER V. 
To Darnifh Mehemet^ Bufla. 

SIN-CE the death of the Cardinal of Rrchlieu, 
here is great caballing^ and chanjg;ing of places 
at Court. His fycceflbr m the pilotmip of the ftatc 
is Cardinal Julio Mazarini, an Italian, of a gene« 
reus extradion. Neither comes he fbort of Rich« 
lieu in all thofe rare quatittes and endowments, 
which form a complete otatefman, having accom- 
plifhed feveral negociations with great fuccefs and 
applaufe. 

Now the old Officers begin to be cafliiered, to 
make room for the creatures of this new Minifter, 
the King abfolutely refigning the conduct of the 

Sublick to him. And it is po wonder to fee the 
ling thus -flexible, if what is privately whifperel 
he true. That the Qjieen bias yielded to the Cardi-* 
nal in points of greater referve* And curious eyo$ 
pretend to difcern the features of Mazarini in the 
Dauphin's face, who is not much above four years 
Mt being born on the fifth day of the jiinth moon, 
in the year 163$, according to the Chriftians Hegira. 
The Cardinal is of a grave and majeftick afped^ 
full-faced, having a piercing eye : He is fom«« 
diiitgJncUned to fat, being a great eater, as they 

The other day he had like to have been choakod 
by a piece of beef, one part of which hung faft in 
his teeth, and the other juft reached the paflage to 
the iiiD^ ; and, as it were, barring up the door of 
that pauage, hindered his refptratioil fo long, that 
his nofe luddenly ftarted out a-bleeding ; his face 
^rew black, and he was ready to drop down dead, 
had not .one of bis attendants forcibly thruft his 
F a finger 

■ i3 
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finger into his mouth, and faftening on the morfe1» 

pulled it out of his throat. 

He that is Lord of Life and Death, prefervc 
thee from all perils, and make thee happy in the 
fervice of our Great Matter ; who will m time, I 
hope, curb the infolence and punilh the vices of 
thefe gluttonous Infidels. 

Paris, 14th of the xft Moon, 
of the Year x64i* 



LETTER VL 
[To Ifouf, his Kinfman. 

I Believe, thou and thy coufin Solyman take me 
for a Hiarriage-broker, or a goffip : Is there 
nobody in Conftantinople can innrufl you how to 
manage your wives, that you fend for counfel to 
Paris? Or, do you lay fnares for me, by extorting 
Aich advice, as will draw the revenge of women 
•upon me ? Believe me, I have no mind to run the 
fate of Orpheus : or, that the tragedy of the Cico- 
Bian Wives (houid be a<^ed upon me* 

I rather expe£led a complete journal of thy tra« 
vels in the Eaft : But, I perceive, thou haft not yet 
received my letter. Thou talkeft of going to Aleppo 
in the fpring. ^ If thy refolution hold, I defire thee, 
when thou art there, to make an offering for me 
to Sheh Boubac, the Santone, whofe fepulchre is 
about aieague from that city, a place of great devo- 
tion, and reforted to from all the cities in thofc 
parts. Without doubt, Sheh Boubac is with God ; 
and his prayers are heard for fuch as honour his 

virtues, 
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virtues, and approach his fepulchre, to pay their 
devotions there with humih'ty and faith. 

Likewife, I deflre thee to diftribute three hun- 
dred zfpers to the poor of Aleppo, who beg in the 
flreets for the fake of Symana Fiffa. If thou hall 
not heard of this female Saint, I will relate to thee 
how (he came to be canonized. This city was the 
place of her nativity and refidence. Whfen ihe 
came to the age of ttxceen years, ihe was married 
to a Spahee, called Griuli £ben Sagran ; but the 
firft night, as her hufband was going to bed with 
herj he fell into a trance ; wherein he faw Para- 
dife opened, and the Holy Prophet leading Syntana 
Fifla his wife in one of the alleys of Edp^- 
Whereby, when he came to himfcif, and miffing 
his wife (who was never after to be found) he was 
fattsfied that flie was one of the daughters of Para- 
dife. Since; which time, the peopiehave efteemed 
her as a Saint, or rather an incarnate female Angel. 
The Moors relate this ftory oth^rwife. and make a 
fecond Mary Magdalen of her^ of whom the Gre- 
cians fay. That (he was a 'common proftitute at 
firft, but, on a time, being afked her accuftomed 
favours gratis ^ and * for the love of God,' {he, by 
granting it, merited t e grace of conyerfion, and 
K> became a Saint. But I would not have thee 
regard this fable, though it be common in the 
mouths of the ignorant at Aleppo. 

If thou beareft any refpedl for thy uncle Mah« 
mut, let me have a proof of it, in giving me an 
account of thy travels. I do not require a chart of 
the regions through which thou haft palTed ; being 
no ftranger to the geography of Afia. Neither 
would I have thee tell me how* many leagues, 
courfes, or furiongs, there are between fuch and fuch 
cities. Thefe are the remarks of every carrier or 
murcerman. But that which I aim at is, to know, 
what natural, moral, and political obfervations 
thou haft made in fo vaft a trad of ground as thou' 
- F3 haft 



ix>z LETTE-RS WRIT BY 

Iraft meafured, comprehending the greateft and moft 
celebrated part of Afia. 

This 18 the fecond letter I have fent thee, fincc 
thy return to Conffantinoplc : Let thy anfwer be 
adequate to my expe6latidn. In the interim, I 
counfel thee firfl to get. an abfblute conqueft of 
fhyfelf, and then thou wilt eafily govern • thy 
wife. 

May the moft high God adjuft your differences' 
happily, and make your lives to be as innocent and 
contented, as thofe of Philemon and Baucis. Thoa 
inoweft the ftory. Adieu. 

Ftrisy aoth of the ift MooOi 
of the Ycari&|3. 



LETTER Vll. 
^0 Mahomet, Haifa of Damafca;. 

HERE 18 a Genoefe merchant in this city, with 
whom I often converfe, as I do with all 
flrangers that are men of intelligence, learning 
fometimes from them advices which are not coni-^ 
mon« He tells me» That Manfour, the yuungeil 
ion of old ' Facardine, the brave Emir of Sidon, 
whom his father had given in hoftage tQ Sultan 
Amurath, is now living in the Court of the Duke 
of Florence; that he efcaped by the affiAance of a 
Grecian Prieft, from the Caftlc of the Seven 
Towers; and that the Duke of Florence has 
promifed to affift him with (hips, men, and money, 
towards the recovery of bis patrimony. 

The 
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The French fpeak of his father with much refpc<ft, 
and compailion of his misfortunes i they fay, He 
was defcended from a noble Captain, which the 
renowned Godfrey of BuUoign left In thofe parts^ 
when he was engaged in the wars of the Holy Land^ 
and, that chough Facardine wore a Tuikifli turban, 
yet he had French blood in his veins. They tax 
Amuratb with the violation of his oath, in caufmg 
him to be ftrangled, when he had folemnly fworn 
to the contrary. And fome of them are fo bold 
a8 to fay. That, if his fon Ali had not been killed^ 
he would have fhook the throne, whofe foundar 
tion is deep as the center of the earth ; and there- 
fore cannot be moved, without the diilblution of 
theglobe. 

Tnis Genoefc brags much after the fame nature of 
Manfour, who, he lays, is preferved by providence 
to abafe the pride of the Ottoman family, to revenge 
his father's blood, and re efiablifh the Drufes iti 
their ancient poffeffion. 

Suppofing this news to be true, I judged it my 
duty to give thee timely notice of it, who poflbfleit 
part of his eftate $ left he (hould firrpri^e thee uft- 
a wares, and ferve thee as one of his anceftors did 
the Damafcenes, who got from' them feveral of their 
towns and caftles, when they leaft dreamed of any 
inyaiion. He will lay claim to Gazir, D'Acre, and 
Saphet, thofe being torn from his father in that 
laft rebellion. In a word, thou wouldeft find 
him an ill neighbour, fliould he catch thee un- 
provided. 

' Should it come to a trial, I wifh thy foldiers 
may prove more faithful to thee, than did the Ger- 
mans lately, under the cmnmand of Leopold, Arch- 
duke of Auftrist, and General Picolomini ; who, 
going to relieve Leipfick, befieged at that time hy 
the Swedes, and entering battle with them, above 
fix thoufand of their foldiers never difcharged a 
Aufket, or drew a fword ; but gave their enemies. 
F 4 an 
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an entire vidory, without firiking a ftroke^ Shoulct 
fhy forces fervc thee fo, when Manfour enters thy 
territories, thou wilt be in danger of lofing, not 
only the forementioned towns, but Damafcus it- 
felf ; a place fo delicioufly fituatcd^ that our Holy 
Prophet himfelf durft not venture into it, left this 
earthly Paradife {bould tempt htm to take up his 
abode there, and caufe him to neglect the hea- 
venly. 

May the Great Protcftor of Kingdoms and Em- 
fires preferve bQth Damafcus and the whole Empire 
from the fury of Rebels and Infidels. 

Paris, 4th of the ad Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 



LETTER VIIL 

To the Venerable Mufti, Arbitrator of the 
Problems and Myfteries of Faith. 

IAddrefs to the duft of thy feeu O thou Spring 
of all true Science* I wrote to theie formerly, 
to defire thy inftrudlion and aid, in anfwering fome 
cavils and blafphemies of the Infidels. Now I 
think a great light bath fbined in my breaft. Now 
, I think I can anfwer them with arguments ckar and 
intelligible. Neverthelefs I will not walk withoBC 
a guide. 

Our life in this tranfitory world is chccqtiercd 
with various intervals of light and darkitefs, of 
knowledge and ignorance. Sometimes the foul of 
man is bright and ferene as the Orient, at other 
times wrapped up in clouds and mifls.. Then we 

are 
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are as in a dream, and full df anxiety ; we grope 
about for truth, and ftumbte upon errors, as in 
the depth of night. So fared it with me, when 
thefe Infidels aflaulted me with queftions and cavils 
concerning our holy law. I heard them with hor- 
ror and pain, but knew not how to put them to 
filence. I fled to thee for fuccour, who art in- 
ftrufted in all knowledge, true heir of the pro- 
phetick light; But a ray from Heaven has prevented 
thy anfwer, and I will communicate to thee my 
thoughts. 

God is moft high, and incomprehenfible; we can- 
not overtake him in his ways. The works of biff 
hands are perfect, and full of wifdom. Why da 
the Infidels blafpheme the Eternal? Gabriel, the 
Meflenjer of God, bright and glorious, flew through 
the Heavens j and to avoid a burning comet which 
then flamed in the flcy, he took his courfe too near 
the orb of the moon i and, with the end of one of 
his wings, he bru(hed the planet, leaving a mark of 
the ftroke, as a memorial to the Angels for the 
future; even as a fea-mark is placed to give warning 
of rocks and fands. 

The Infidels deride, and afk, * How big was 
* Gabriel's wing?' Who can meafure the works 
of the Omnipotent ? Let thefe Infidels number but 
the atoms that cleave to the foles of their feet,, 
when they walk in fandy places ! Or, let them 
weigh theair that is (hut up in a bottkl If they 
cannot perform thefe things which are near them> 
and within their reach, why do they mock at the 
greatnefs of Angels, which dwell in the immenfc 
Heavens? 

•.- They take their meafures of celcfftial things from 
the narrow fearch of their fenfes, which yet fail 
them in common terreftrial objects. If v^re belitve 
our fenfes, they would pe'rfuade us, that the moort 
Is no bigger than a royal charger, and^the ftars 
jhave no larger dimetifions than a lamp or torch: 
Fs WbeFeas 
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Whereas we are aflured by reafon and aftronomicat 
obfervationsy that the moon is little lefs than the 
globe of the earth i and that fonie of the flars are 
near a hundred times bigger. If thefe ornaments of 
the iky^ which look, at this diftance, like glittering 
fparks of fire, are really of fo prodigious a bulk ; 
why may we not believe, that Angels, who dwell 
higher than the higheft ftars, are much greater, and 
more magnificent creatures than they ? Nay, what 
i icongruity is it to believe, what our holy uo&ora 
teach. That the Angels can ftride from one ftar t9 
another. 

And now I am plunged thus far in the depths of 
Nature, fuffer me to wade yet deeper, nay, to fwim 
in the abyfs of fpeculation. I will tell thee my 
thoughts: The works of God are unmeafurable, 
and there is no bound or limit to the extent of the 
world ; it is high as thought can foar, endlefs as 
imagination can travel. Who can tell where the 
walls of Paradife are? Or, has any one gone the 
circuit of the feventh Heaven ? Magnificent is the 
fabrlck of God, and the apartments thereof are full 
of Majefiy ! The Potentates above are glorious and 
inighty^ and the manfions of Angels furpafs in 
grandeur this vifible world ! How great then is 
the flature of thofe Angels \ Let not Infidels deride, 
nor think it a fable ; for. the diftance between the 
feet of an Angel is many hundred thoufand miles. 
They turn the celeftial orbs about (if what the 
learned Chriftians teach out of Ariftotle, and other 
old Philofophers, be true, when they affign to each 
jfphere its particular Angel, or Movine Intelli- 
gence). How can this be done, unlefs Angels 
were greater and mightier than the orbs they mbve ? 
"Without all doubt, the leffer is moved of the 
greater, and the weaker by the ftronger. Theic 
are arguments clear and intelligible, and fueh as 
{the Inndels cannjot anfwer. Thus fhall I be able tm 
afiert the ttuth agaLdft the impious, and to vindt* 

catt 
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eate the glorious works of God (the ftrong and 
potent Angels excelling in majefty and grandeur)' 
from the blafphemies of the uncircumcifed. 

If they afk, How the Anecl Gabriel (fmce he is of 
fo prodigious aftature) couldt be circumfcribed in the 
dofet of Mary, ihe mother of Jefus ? I a(k them^ 
How the body of Jefus, which, they fay, is in the 
facrament of the mafs, (of which thou art not igno- 
rant) can be circumfcribed within the narrow com- 
pafs of a wafer ? Or, How can it be there, and ia 
Heaven at the fame time ? Which they believe i 
nay, and in ten thoufand wafers, in fo many different 
places of the world at once ? 

To this fo preffins an argument, they have no ^ 
other anfwer, but. That the power of God is infi- * 
niie, and his works incomprehenfible. Very well : 
If he be omnipotent in one thing, is his power 
reftrained in another ? If the prefence of the body of 
Jefus in feveral places at the fame time be incompre- 
henfible, fo is the appearance of the mighty Angel 
Gabriel, in the oratory of the Virgin Mary, income 
prehenfible alfo. 

The nature of Angels is unknown to us mortals,. 
and the manner of their appearance. Sufficient it 
is, to believe the divine oracles, and not to pry 
into the fecrets of God. 

Thus (hall I confute the Infidels, when they cavii 
againft the Alcoran i thus fhall I feal up the polluted 
lips, and put to filence the blafphemous tongues of 
the enemies of God and his Prophet. 

Moreover, they fay. The Meflcnger of God haj 
promifed a fenftial Paradife to the True Believers, 
becaufe the Book of Glory mentions the gardens of 
Eden ', gardens wherein flow many rivers ; rivers of 
wine, milk and honey, with trees of all dele(9ab)c 
fruTts: and that the righteous (hall be clothed i.i 
ve(b of purple and crimfon, repodng on (lately bed , 
and (haH enjoy the company of beautiful women, 
and (hall be repleni(bed wi(b eternal felicity. 

F 6 Doubtlcfsi 
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Doubtlefs, They are blinded with malice^ and 
hoodwinked by the fpirit of cotitradidion ; . elfe. 
Why do- they thus cavil at the manifeft light of 
truth, the dodrine of faith, the undeiiled artrcle 
of glory ? They profefs to believe the refurre£lion 
of. the body, as well as we: Will they not then 
believe. That God hath provided pleafu res fuitable 
to the body after its refurretSiion ; 1 mean the bodies 
of the juft ? They tell their difciples and profelytes 
doleful ftories of the pains of the damned in hell, 
as burning in fire and brimftone : Nay, the Book of 
the Gofpel itfelf fpeaks of a hke of fulphur and 
fire. Are not thefe torments to be infli&ed on the 
body, which they own are prepared for the wicked ? 
And will they deny proportionate pleafures to the 
bodies of the juft in raradife ? What ufe will there 
be of our bodies after the refurredion, if not to 
enjoy bodily pleafures, or feel the rigor of infinite 
pains ? Doubtlefs, the juft {hall be repleniflied 
with all the joys, and the unjuft with all the 
dolours, of which their fenfes are capable. And 
this they themfelves believe ;. yet thefe captious 
Infidels pick quarrels with our Holy Lawgiver, and 
fay. That the Paradife which he premifes is fit for 
none but fools or beafts. 

I have read in books of devotion, which the 
Chriftians ufe. That the blefled in Heaven {hall be 
fatiated with all manner of delights. The eye fhall 
always behold moft beautiful objects ; the tafle 
(hall be gratified with incredible fweets ; the fmell 
ihall be pleafed with all manner of rich odours 
and perfumes, far furpaffing the aromaticks of 
Arabia; the ear {hall hear fuch wonderful mufick^ 
^s one only ftrain thereof were fufiicient :to lull all 
the hearts of this fubl unary world afleep: In fine, 
there ihall be none ^f their (bnfes and facul- 
ties which {hall not be tranfported and ravi{hed 
with infinite delights ! What is all this but fenfual 
pleafuie ? Can there be any plainer defcription of 

bodily 
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bodily enjoyments than this I Why do they then 
malictoufly traduce the meilenger of God, and reilil 
the truth r 

But they will fay. That the pleafures which they 
ihall enjoy after the refurreSion, will be refined 
and fpiritual as their bodies ihall be : Whereas chey 
fay, our Prophet intimates grofs, carnal enjoyments ; 
as the conxpany of beautiful women, and fuch amo- 
rous delights. 

Certainly, they are wilfully blind, and (but their 
eyes agatnft the light; orelfe they would eafily fee 
through the veil of allegories and metaphors, which 
our divine Prophet ufes in the Alcoran to adapt the 
do£krine of heavenly things to the dull capacities of 
men ; even as all the Prophets and Apoftles have 
done hefore him. In the Book of the Gofpel, Pa- 
radife is defcribed under the figure of a moff magni* 
ficent city, built all of gold and precious ftones, 
with a river flowing by it, and trees whofe fruit 
nevep withers, nor their leaves fade. Will the 
Chriftians take this in the literal fenfe, or, do they 
own it to be an allegory ? If the latter, then, why 
do they blafpheme the Sacred Oracles of our Holy 
Lawgiver, becaufe he defcribes the felicities of Pa- 
radife under fenfible figures and types, fuch as are 
moft apt to work on the afFeiSlions of me'^n t 

It is not to be thought, that our enjoyment of 
beautiful women in Paradife, (hall be attended with 
the leaft of thofe impurities which ftain it in this 
life. Our pleafures fball be agreeable to the place 
whither we go, pure and immaculate. As we (hall 
there enjoy the i>erfe«Slion of beauty, without the 
fmalleft allay of deformity ; fo, in our enjoyment, 
we (hall be tranfported with the heighth of extafy, 
without the leaft mixture of pollution. 

Nor (ball thefe bodily delights fuperfede or hinder 
our more fpiritual enjoyment ; but both body and 
ibul (hail be ravi(hed with eternal felicities. 

Tell 
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TcU me, thou who art the Key of the Treafurc* 
of T/uth, whether I am now fufficientljr armed 
with reafons to withftand the cavih and objeaions 
which the Infidels make againft our holy laws. I 
have laid at thy feet my fentiments, fubmitting all 
to thy unerring wifdom ; ^ouchfafe to confirm what 
I have well faid, and to corrca my errors. And» 
in the ^nidft of thy divine ejaculations, glance a 
thought on the humt)left of thy flaves, praying for 
the exiled Mahmut, that he may pcrlevere in the 
true faith ; and, at the end of his life, may tafte the 
joys of Paradife, which he zealoufly afferts againft 
the Infidels. 

Paris, xoth of the ad Mooru 
. of the Year J643. 



LETTER IX. 

To the Kaimacham. 

WHEN I informed thee of the fiege of Per- 
pignan, I had not heard of the extraordi- 
nary honours which were done to the Prince of 
Morgues during that fiege. This Prince was a 
fubjefl: of the King of Spain, and had in poffeffion 
the town of Monaco. Yet, for fomc difgufts which 
he had received from the Spaniards, he fomc years 
ago had thoughts of throwing himfelf upon the 
protedion of the King of France ; but, difficul- 
ties arifmg, it took not efFeft' at that time. How- 
ever, in the y^ar 1641, by the dexterity of the 
Governor of Provence, he was fo far wrought 
upon, that a French garrifon was by his connivance 
put into Monaco, and he totally threw oiF his 

obedi- 
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obedience to the King of Spain ; and thou2;h great 
offers were made him bv the Cardinal of Savoy and 
others, yet he rejefted all ; and to demonftrate to 
King Philip, that his foul was altogether French, 
he fent him back the collar which was the badge of 
his Knighthood, beftowed on him in the Sp^iA 
court. 

After which, four galleys of Naples cruifing on 
the fea before Ville Franche, one of them, by the 
brder of the Captain, failed to Monaco, not having 
heard of the revolt of this place. The Prince in- 
vited the Captain to come aihore, and as foon as 
he was landed, threefcore Frenchmen, who lay hid 
in the boat which carried the meifage, boarded the 
ealley with admirable refolution, killing near thirty 
Spaniards, who made refiftance, and the reft yield- 
ing the French took pofieffion of the vefleL 

The Prince failed in this galley to Marfeilles, with 
his fon, who is dignified with the title of a Mar- 

2UIS J and taking their wajr through Provence and 
•anguedoc, came tt> the King of France, while he 
lay with his army before Perpignan. 

King Lewis, to whom nothing is more delightful 
than to reward the merits of brave men, careflfed 
him with extraordinary demonftrationsof aflFeAion, 
and acknowledgment of his fervice ; fending his 
coaches to meet him on the way, cauhng his army 
to appear in battle array, entertaining him at his 
own uble» and doin^ all things which might ho- 
> nour the arrival of this Prince at his camp. Andy, 
to make' him amends for the lofs of his order of 
Knighthood, he invefted him with that of the Holy 
*Ghoft; which, as I have in my former letters 
told thee, is a* fair fiep to make one a Peer of 
Prance* 

I thought good to inform thee of this paiTage, il- 
luftrious Minifler, in whofe power it lies, to lift 
up to dignities, and the great charges of the Em- 
pire, 



i 



112 LETTERS WRIT BY 

pire> men in whom thou perceivcft a genius capable 
of great undertakings. 

God dire£l thee in making choice of fuch as may 
be efiedually ferviceable to the Grand Signior. 



Paris, X7th of the ad Mooa, 
of the Year 1643. 



LETTER X^ 
To Achmct Bcig. 

IT feems as if the late revolution in Portugal had 
imbittered the Spaniards to defpair, and fwdled 
the fplecn of that nation with infupportable ran-^ 
coqr. The lofs, which they cannot hope fairly to 
recover by arms, they feek to revenge by difbonour- 
able aiTafTinationand treachery. 

The Marquis de Los Velez, the Spanifli Ambaf> 
fador at the court of Rome, could not brook to fee 
there an AmbaflTador frpm the King of Portugal^ 
whom he efteemed at beft but a fubjeA, or a trai- 
tor, to Philip his niafter. He tried all means to pre- 
vent and hinder his audience with the Pppe, and 
openly demanded, that he might be fent back into 
Portugal with difgrace. . But the Sieur de Fon- 
tenay, AmbaiTador from France, fupported and 
countenanced the Portugueie Minifter, which pre- 
cipitated the Marquis de Los Velez to one of the 
blacked attempts that has ever fl^uned the records of 
time. 

Thou art not to learn that the perfonsof Ambaf- 
fadors are by the law of natives efteemed facred ; 
their houfes, fan£luaries ; and whatibever injury is 
offered them, is at leaft accounted a civil facrilege. 
Ytt^ the.Spaniih AmbajQador finding the Bifhop of 

Lamego 
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Lam^go (fo was the Portuguefe called) pfote£^ed 
and favoured by the French intereft, refolves to leap 
over the fences which fecure the immunities and 
fafety of his own funSion, and to violate the law, 
without whichy he himfelf could not fleep free from 
danger in bis bed. For being informed that the 
Portuguefe Ambaflador was gone to vifit the Sieur 
de Fontenay, he goes out of his houfe with a train 
of about twenty men, and covering his defign with 
a pretence of going to the houfe of an eminei>t 
Cardinal, he takes the fame way as the Portuguefe 
Bifliop was to return to his houfe. But the French 
Ambaflador having notice that one of the Marquis's 
retinue was obferved to dog the Biihop to his palace, 
and return immediately to his mailer, fet fome fpies 
upon the Marquis de Los Vclez, who brought him 
word, that the Marquis had ordered all his retinue 
to arm themfelves and follow him. This gave a 
fufiicient alarm and fufpicion to de Fontenay, fti 
that he commanded thirty of his fervants to arm 
likewife, and follow him in feparate parties, at a 
diftance from one another, being refoJved to proteft 
the Portuguefe, who was an ally of France, and to 
prevent the defi^n of his enemies. No fooner had 
the Bi{bop of Lamego taken his coach, but notice 
was given to the Spanifh Minifter, who immedi- 
ately advances toward him, big with the murder he 
intended to commit. But the French appearing, 
and falling brifkiy upon the Spaniards, killed feven 
of them in a moment, and broke through the reft, 
even to the very coach of the Marquis, with a refo- 
lution to make him tafte the death he defigned for 
the poor Bifliop. But he had the fortune to efcape 
into the palace of a Spalniih Cardinal, and fo faved 
himfelf. 

The Spanifh Ambaflador after this, being nettled 
at his ill fuccefs, and the favour which the Biihop of 
Lamego found in that court, defigned to remove 
to Naples j but the Pope fet a guard on him to 

prevent 



JI4 LETTERS WRIT »Y 

prevent it, till fuch time as he had giren hoflag^ 
for the indemnity of his Nuncios in Spain and 
Nades. 

The Neapolitan Viceroy being informed of thefc 
.proceedings, made great preparations, and the Spa- 
niards threatened to plunder and burn the city of 
Jlome. But upon more deliberate thoughts, the 
Viceroy made (hew of friendfhip to the Pope, offer- 
ing him five thoufand foldiers to affift againft the 
Puke of Parma, thinking by this fraud, to gain ad^ 
miflion into the Ecclefiaftick territories,'^hich would 
facilitate the way to the fatisfa£tions they aimed at. 
But the Pope knew how to return the Viceroy's 
compliments, without hazarding hi!^ own eftate.; 
teliing him, that the Roman forces were more than 
fufEctent to conquer the Duke, had he any other 
defigns than thoie of peace. 

By this pafTage of the Spanifii Ambaflador, thou 
m^yeft comprehend the licentioufnefs of the infi- 
, dels» who dare trample upon, human and facred 
laws ; and that in Rome itfe}f, where the Supreme 
Mufti of the Chrti^ans keeps his feat. It was never 
known, that fuch a thing was attempted in the Sub- 
lime Porte ; where the m^efty and fevere juftice of 
the Ottoman Empire ftrikes an awe and terror into 
all people, reftraining the very thoughts of fo heinous 
a crime. 

May the Confervator of the Ages haften the 
prefixed time, wherein the Chriftian nations (hall 
be fubdued to the MufTulman faith ; that fo juffice 
and virtue^ with perpetual peace, may bleis the 
earth. 

. Paris, X7th of the ad Meoa« 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XL 

To the Vizir Azein, at the Porte. 

1 Could not let this poft ^o without a letter^ thougb 
I have nothing material to write ; however, it 
is a teftimony of my duty, to Jet thee know, that» 
Mahmutis not idle, that he fuffers not an hour, » 
moment, to efcape, wherein he ftudies not to do 
fome acceptable fcrvice to the Grand Signior. 

All the difpatchcs which I receive from the Porte, 
feem like black clouds, gathering on the margin of 
the horizon, the fure harbingers of an approaching; 
ftorm. One accuses me of negleSiiig the fervice of 
the Matter of the World ; another tells me, I am 
too expenfive ; a third fays, the Minifters of the 
Divan will take other methods. They mince their 
expreilions ; no man will deal plainly with me. 
They mix threatenings with compliments, as if I 
were a child, and needed the difcipline of a rattle 
and a rodv Would they have me reverfe the decreet 
of deftiny ? Turn winter into fummer, and change 
thfe whole order of nature? Or, is it expected* 
that I Ihould renew the exploit of Cadmus, and 
caufe earth-born armies toarife,on purpofe to furnt(h 
matter of news to the Porte ? I appeal to thee. Su- 
preme Vizir, at whofcnod the Divan 18 ailembled 
or diflblved, whether I deFerve the cenfurcs that are 
pafTed upon me ? No man can accufe me of be- 
traying my truft, or of holding any correfpondence 
with the enemies of the Muffuiman Empire. What 
is then my crime ? Am I to be condemned, for em- 
ploying the money which is allotted meforfubfiftence, 
to render my Miniftry more fuccefsful ? Will they 
call it, an embezzling the Sultan's money ; when 
rather than hoard it up for my own private. profit 
and coiiveniencies, (a$ I might doconiiderable fums, 

were 
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were I fo bafely frugal) I frankly part with it, t^^^ 
confummate the affair for which 1 am placed here^ 
Or, is the Ottoman Treafury grown low, that 
heretofore has fi^pported the indigent world, and by 
an exctfs of royal munificence, has been thrown to 
the fiflies of the Tea i Is Mahmut alone to be 
efteenied a prodigal in his prefent expencefi, becaufe 
it is known that he was a flave in oicily, and tied 
down to the penurious ftint of a rigorous patron ? 
Suffer me this once. Sage Minifter, to vindicate my- 
felf, and to tell thee, that the hard(bips and fqualid 
circumftances of captivity, would not be very fub- 
feiyient to the ends for which I am fent hither; 
neither can a niggardly penfion qualify me for the 
genius of the court, in which I muft be daily coh- 
verfant, where all things appear gay and polite. It 
has not ben my cuftom to complain without a 
caufe, neither do I love to grate my fuperiors with 
whining remonftrances : But it is my bumble rc- 
Gueft, that the Minifters of the Divan would con- 
lider me, not as a drudge to a private man in Pa- 
lermo, but as the indefatigable flave of the moft 
opulent and liberal Monarch in the world. 
- In all thefe things, I contraft myfelf into a moft 
fubmifs refignation to thy will, who art the Vice- 
gerent of the Empire, founded on the rock of def- 
tiny 5 befeec^ing thee to protedt me from the malice 
of whifpercrs, who envy me, becaufe I ferve the 
Sovereign of Sovereigns, Lord of the Eaft, and of 
the Weft, and all that is between them. 

May the Eternal Poffeffor of all Felicity cull out 
of his immenfe treafures, fuch bleiiings as thou 
moft ardently defireft in this life; and, when he 
has led thee through all the apartments of human 
blifs on earth, may he tranflate thee to the palaces 
of Eden, the feats of an immarcefcible life, where 
new fources of joy are opened without end* 

Paris, ft6th of the %d Moon,' 
of the Year 1645. 
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LETTER XII^ 
To Murat Baffa. 

THET floods have been fo great, and thofe alfo 
congealed into ice, that there has been no 
travelling by fome roads for thefe two Moons; 
which is the reafon, we have been wanting in our 
ufual advices from Germany, Piedmont, the Valto- 
line, and other parts. 

Yet now the pofts bring a glut of news to this 
city. Friburgh, a town in the parts of Saxony, is 
at this time befie|«d by Torftenfon, General of the 
Swedifli army, ne invefted it the eleventh of the 
iirft Moon. And people are amazed to hear that 
it has held out to this time, being a place of no 
great ftreogth : Efpecially, conlidering how foon 
Leipfick furrendered to the fame forces^ a town 
well fortified, and fiored with all things neceflary to 
fuftain a lone fiege. By this thou mayeft obferve, 
how much toe fortune of war many times depends 
on tone fuccefsful battle. 

When Torftenfon firft lay down before Leipdck, 
it was generally believed, he would find a ftout re- 
fiftance from the inhabitants, and an inflexible re- 
iblution in the garrifon, not to yield that important 
place: And perhaps they would not have been 
miftaken, had not the Imperialifts (out of a gene- 
rous defign to relieve it, and raife the fiege) hazarded 
a battle. The Archduke of Auftria (whofe name 
is Leopold) and Picoldmini, as foon as they received 
advice that the Swedlfli army had pafled the Elbe, 
and entered into Mifnia, took their diredeft way to 
flop their advance into thofe parts. But it had been 
better had they kept their quarters ; /or in one battle 
they loft all the glory wnich they had before ac- 
quired with their arms^ Torfienibn was already 

intrenched 
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intrenched before Leipiick* when his fcouts brought 
him inteHigence, that the Imperiararmy was near 
at hand, lie immediately difpofes of his baggage 
in a fecure place, draws out his cannon, and having 
left a fufficient number of fold iers to guard the pofts 
of his camp, which were neareft. the city, he 
marches diredly toward the enemy, and poiiefles 
himfelf of a fpot of eroond very agreeable to his 
occafions ; it was called the Plain of Brittenfield. 
This place he defigned for the ftage, wherecm.to 
perform the part of a prudent and valiant Genera). 
For, as foon as he came in fight of the German 
vanguard, he caufed his army to retreat faintly, as 
though he had no intention to fight. The Germans 
purfue the retreating Swedes, till thev were got 
into very narrow ftreiehts between two fteep moun- 
tains ; not much unlike the Capi Dervent in Bul- 
garia (where the Heydukes, taking the advantage 
of the heights, commit great robberies on the ca- 
ravans that travel through thofe ftreights, rolling 
huge ftones, or rather rocks, <lown upon the f»(- 
fengers}. ' Here the Swedes turned about, lind fall- 
ing, behind their cannon, which Torftenfon had 
caufed to be planted in thefe ftreights, played fur?- 
oufly on the Germans, while the mufqueteers, which 
he had ordered on the fides of the mountains, galled , 
.thetn from above, yet lay themfelves invifible under 
the covert of thickets, which grew on each fide of 
the ftreights. It was the left wing of the Impo- 
rialifts which was thus engaged, and Picolomini 
who commanded them, gave admirable proofs of an 
undaunted courage, appearing at the head of bts 
furprized foldiers, and heartening them with words 
and actions full of bravery ; but his labour was 
Joft, for fix thoufand fled without drawing a fword. 
The Swedes purfued them through the ftreights, 
and re-entering the plain, engaged with the right 
wing of the Germans. The battle was fierce and 
bloody. General Picolomini did wonders, and many 

brave 
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tefC'Gci iiiins HnataBBB acwa5HBr , ■■( c kbbb 
as if the fate of TiiiBirfiw b toraai ijkc Ecaec: 
For while the bolde ws fct e^nl gq bed airs^ 
and the vidory dMbdui; vbue ere ftr^izd «s 
4ycd with a mntnic tif Ci i !■ iii a»d SwcdA ^lo:*, 
he falls into the main bodf of eke impaisl asicy 
with a fiefh referve, -mtudk <b mini Mi 4 ijkc Swedes 
and diroideicd tlxir riwirij tktt at k^th the 
Germans, not aUe longer m fafain the ftock, left 
their cannon, and lemui i td iaso a locft. Now fol- 
lowed a dieadfiil i»i^liicr ; for the Swefift cavalrr 
environed the chafed Gcnnans, whooi Coning^ 
mark had hunted one of the foicft, and chaased 
them with fach lurj^ that thef woe anoft of them 
cut in pieces. The Gcnnaais loft fonr thowfend 
men on die fpot, and as maof marc in the porfuit. 

I have fent thee in the incjcded paper, a lift of all 
tbeofficers of aMUe which woe ifaan in this bactie* 
which is cftrewrd one of the anoft bloody that has 
been fought in Europe, between Chriftians on both 
fides, thefe two hondied ycais. Thon trilt there 
find above three hundred commaaiders, fooan whoan 
I death, not in^^orious, has taken then ooaauniP- 
fions. 

The Germans alfo loft forty-fix pieces of cannon, 
iixty*five flandards, all their ammunitioo, an hun* 
dred and fixty carts, and" fix hundred waggons ; 
with all the treafury of the Archduke Leopold, 
and General Picolomini. 

This battle was fought onthefirftof the eleventh 
Moon, as we reckon ; but, according to the Chriff 
tians account, qri the twenty-firft of the tenth 
Moon. 

After this fignal vi£fcory. General Torftenfon 
ihewed himfelf again before Leipfick, approached 
the walls^ planted his batteries; and though the 
befieged at nrft made (hew of a firm refolution to 
defend the place, ye^the terror which the late de- 
feat ot the German forces had ftruck them with. 

fooA 
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ibofi altered their counfels, and they furrendered 
upon honourable conditions. 

In the mean time. General Picolomini and the 
Archduke of Auftria are retired into Bohemia. 
The German court is full of apprehenlions, and 
new levies are every where making, to join the 
fliattered remnants of the army. The affairs of 
the King of Hungary are at an ill pafs, and all 
things look with a cloudy arpe£l on the Empire. 

From the fide of Italy we hear nothing of mo- 
ment, but the Spaniards are taking fuch meafures 
as may beft repair the lofs of Tortona : And to that 
end, the Duke, of Milan is making all the prepara- 
tions which are cuftomary in fuch cafes. It is faid 
here, they intend to recover that place again. 

May tbefe quarrels of the Infidels continue, till 
tihe determinate time (hall come, that our victo- 
rious armies (hall fubdue them to the MuflulmaR 
Empire. 

Paris. 7th of the 3d Moon, 
i>fthe Year i4i|. 
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LETTER XIIL 
To the Kaimachatn. 

WHEN I feht thee word of the death of 
Cardinal Richlieu, I thought it the fame 
fluttg as if I had prefented thee with the head of 
one of the moft dangerous enemies of the Ottomaa 
&npire. That head, which, while the owner livedo 
was always plotting of mifchief, had it not been 
diverted by nearer intrigues, would not have fail'd 
to put fome horrid delign* in execution againft the 
Sublime Porte, which, of all the thrones in the 
world, feems alone to o*ertop ths grandeur of 
France, 

Bat this court feems to play the Hydra ; for no 
iboiier is the head of one of her nrime Minifters 
laid, but up fprings another in tne'room of it, 
equal in vigour and fubtilty. And we have.fiill as 
much reafon to apprehend the counfels of Cardinal 
Mazarin?, as before we had to fufpeA thdie o( 
Richlieu, 

The generality of the peopie at firft looked for 
another conduft in the King towards the creatures 
of the late Minifter; fince he himfe'S toward the 
latter end of his life, feem'd to fubfift in the court 
rather through the neceffity the King had of his 
counfels, than any motive of afFe£tion. 

However, the King has exa^y complied witli the 
Cardinal's dying requefts, in honouring feveral of 
his relations and friends with places of confide- 
rable truft. And 'tis to his laft recommendation 
Cardinal Mazariili is obliged for the authority he 
how pofleflTes. In vfing of which he dlfcovers a 
refined policy, and a modefty which hath hut few 
examples. 

Vol. II. O The 



1 



i« LETTERS WRIT BY 

The many combinations and attempts againft 
Cardinal Richlieu, and the King's coldnefs to him 
during the fiegc of Perpignan, fufficiently inftriuS- 
ed Mazarini,- that- it was impoffible to poilefs fo 
eminent a charge, without drawing on him the en- 
vy and hatred oJF the Gr^dees. . He confidered al- 
io, that he was a ftranger, whereas Richlieu was a 
native of France, Therefore he unites his intereft 
with that of two great officers, who alfo .courted 
the King's favour; the one is Superintendent of the 
Finances, the other, Secretary of State. Th^fe be- 
ing longer acquainted with the nice trapfa^lions of 
the court, and the intrigues of the Grandees, do 
btm no finall fervice with their Inftrudiions, and 
]iJ(ewiie abate the popular fpite, or, at leaft, {bare 
it ti^ith the Cardinal ; fince no body will be fo par- 
tial, as to lay the blame of any mifcarriage on him 
alone, who feems to do nothing without the direc* 
tion of his two partners (for fo be calls tbem^ as 
if thefe three (mred among them the authority 
cf the defundl Cardinal.) Ihis is a pure trick of 
Mazarini ; and he ferves bimfetf of them a3 we ^ufe 
a ladder, defigning by their means to mount by 
fafer iletps, and on their Choulders to lift bimfelf 
unenvied to the helm of the State. Not but that 
he is actually invefted with the primacy by the£ii>g; 
but he is willinj^ to divert the ftorm which tmt 
will draw upon him from the nobles; therefore, he 
cunningly leems to decline it, pretending an earned 
defire to withdraw into Italy ; and, in tne interim, 
has chofen thefe two for his collegues. Thus he 
grafps with one band, :vtrbat with the other be feems 
to reje^i; and by his .magnificent living, bis ob-* 
fequious court, and obliging carriage to all, he 
demonftrates, that if he lEould pafs the Alp5, his 
heart would be left behind him in France, and that 
he only aims to be eftablifhed in the Miniftr^ wi^h 
univerfal applaufe. 

It makes me fmile fometimes, to fee what pains 

he takes to entangle bimfelf in infinit;$ hazards and 

^ troubks,. 
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eroublc$, as if he were of a conftitution like that 
of a Ssdamandery which cannot live out of a 

The Great God increafe the virtues and graces of 
the illuftrious Kaimacham, and of all the Minifters 
that ftand by the bright throne of juftice, the feat 
pf theOttoman Empire. ^ 

Paris, aothof tIie4tb.Moonf 
of the Year 1643 • 



LETTER XIV. 

To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the In- 
terpreters of the Law, and Judges of 
Equity. 

A CLOUD of forrow o'erfpreads the kingdom of ^ 
jr\ France; their Sun is fet; the mighty Lewis, 
for whom all Europe had been too narrow, had be 
lived, is now.coniioed withjn the limits of a grave« 
He. died at St. Germains yefterday, being the four- 
teenth Qf the fifth Mpon j having left his Queen pof- 
fefs'd -of the regency, ^ind Cardinal Mazanni of the 
prime coodu^fl of tne ftate. 

He was a Prince of great virtue, which with his 
(ycGeisful con^uefts and vi£tories procured him 
the envy of ms neighbours. And fome criticks 
apiong bis .own fubje^s, pretend to find many 
£4uks in his proceedings ; as breach of royal 
promife to the Governor pf Saumer, when he deli-t 
vcr'd him the, keys. of thetown; to the Rochellers,. 
in not oa^ii^g Lewis's ibrt. Among foreigners, the. 
D^ke of Savoy, the Duke of Lorram, and the Gcr* 
man Emperor, charge him with breach of articles 
ia his treaties. So does the King of Spain* And 
Ga ail 
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all of them complain, that he alone has involved all 

Cbriftendom in war and blood. 

. Every thing has two handles, and men are apt to 

take ail things by the worft, efbeciaUy in cafes of 

this nature. It is difficult for a Sovereign Monarch 

to carry himfelf fo evenly in peace or war, as to 

efcape obloquy, efpecially if he be vidorious. Lofers 

tnuvt have leave to be peevi0i. 

But I forget that I fpeak to him who can reireal 
the fentences of greateft Monarchs ; before whofe 
unerring tribunal all earthly dignities ftand mute. 
Therefore, avoiding all impertinent gloiles, I will 
only prefent thee with what is proper to be &id 
without partiality in Lewis's vindication, being 
matter of fad, and leave the decifion to thy (acred 
judement* 

Herein it will not be amifs to call to mind, how 
the Kings of Spain, and the whole' houfe of Auftria, 
have invaded and difturb'd the peace of Europe, froai 
time to time, thefe many years^ 
• The ufdrpation of Navarre by Ferdinand, King of 
Arragon,' began the fatal jar, when he depofed 

iohn of Albert, and Catharine his (^een, though he 
imfelf had no other title to this kingdom, than 
what the fwords of the Arragonians and CaftiHans 
gave him ; being of Pyrrhus and Lyfander's mind^ 
who knew no other limits to their dominions, than 
what their enemies ftout refiftance fet them ; 
thus Navarre being adjacent to old Caftile, Biicay, 
and Galicia, it became a prey to Spain. Add to 
this, his breach of royal word to Catherine de Me* 
dicis (Queen- mother of France) to Don Antonio 
the next heir of Portugal, the Duke of Savoy and 
Parma, and Catherine Dutchefs of Braganza ; that 
he would acouiefce to the chamber of Lifbon, in the 
cafe of fuccemon to the country of Portugal ; when, 
contrary to all law and juftice, he invaded that 
kingdom unawares, making it a tributary province 
to the Spaniih csowo* 

It 
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It has been the ufual methods of politic and wife 
Princes, to check the torrent of their neighbours 
growing greatnefs, to lop the luxuriant branches of 
ni-eotten Empire ; and had Henry IV. of France 
proiong'd his life, 'tis thought he would have con^ 
quer'd Navarre, and planted the flower-de*luce8 in 
Fontarabia and Pampelone. Who then can with 
jufHce tax Lewis XIII. for managing a war, which 
all the world expedied of his father ? 

.Moreover, the SpaniHi methods in conquering 
Mexico and Peru, two mighty Empires in America; 
their barbarous cruelty, their inhuman butchery of 
above twenty millions of their natives, when neither 
dignity, nor age, nor fex was fpar'd, but all became 
a facrince to their infatiable avarice of gold, was a 
fufficient argument to incenfe all the Princes in the 
world againu them. 

I have no intereft in France, any more than I 
ihould have in Spain, if I were there : I only plead 
forjuftice.^ 

'Twas time for France to be alarm'd and ftand 
upon her gu:lrd^ when (he faw her potent netgK- 
bour planting frefli alliances and interefis, jiJce 
batteries round about her. Had the danger only- 
threatened from beyond the Pyrenean mountains, (he 
might have waited their defigns. But when fhe 
faw fo many powers and ftates united in clofe 
leagues, and wholly fubjed to Spain, 'twas time 
to beat the drum, and carry the war from home; 
'twas time to climb the Alps, and take a furvey of 
Spani(h Italy; for the kin^om of Naples, the 
Dutchy of ^Iilan, and the ifland of Sicily, the Dukes 
of Mantua, Parma, and Urbin, the Princes of 
Maffa and Piombino, with the free ftates of Geneva 
and Luca, did then all march under the banner of 
Spain* So tiiait none but the great Duke of Tuf- 
cany, with the republic of Venice, were left to 
withftand his threatning arms. Who will now 
blame King Lewis, for drawing into his confederacy 
the Hollanders, Heffians, Grifons, and the Swedes? 
G ^ How 
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How could he othcrwifc difiblvc that' formidable 

union aforcfaid ? 

Belidcs, the murders of Henry TIL and Htfnry IV. 
the one kill'd at St. Clou, by James Clement, the 
other ar Paris, by Ravillac, were fo apparently 
hatch'd and commiite<J by Spanifh counfel and in- 
fluence, that had Lewis, the late King, no other 
feafons to ftand upon his guard, and obferve the 
motions of Spain, yet that were enough to ju- 
ftify his warlike preparations againft that crown. 
For, befides the motives of a juft revenge, the 
common jcaloufics of ftatc muft needs prompt 
him to do his utmoft in prevention of dpaniOi 
intrigues. 

Nor ought his matching with the Infanta to 
have given him any greater fecurity y fince, under 
the faireft grafs, many times lurks the moft veno- 
mous fnake. What Spain could not do b^ open 
force, nor fecret confpiracy, (he hoped might, be 
accompliflied by this fpecious marriage. And it was 
no fmall ftep towards it, that the numerous train. 
of Spaniards, which came into France, with the In- 
fanta, prefently fcrewed themfelves into all oiKces 
and places of truft both in church andftate j daily 
making parties and penfibners fof Spain, till at 
length all France grew weary of them ; fb that the 
King was conftrained to fend them home again : 
elfe It is more than probable, that in a little time 
be might have feen this flouri(hing kingdom in a 
worfe condition than ever had been known before. 
He has already feen the bowels of France ript up 
by inteftine broils, and weltring in its own blood ; 
he has feen the Princes and nobles armed againft 
him, debauching land alienating the allegiance of 
the French gcpiry, clergy j and commpns, and cover- 
ing their pernicious rebellion under the mafk of 
the Holy League. He has feen the Duke of Rohan 
leading up and down an army of twelve thoufand 
foot, and twelve hundred horfe, at the King of 
Spain's coit; he himfelf, with his brother Soubize^ 
• • being 
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being both Penfioncrs to the King of Spain, the 
one receiving fourteen, the other eight thoufand. 
crowns a year. In fine, he has feert the ftrongeft 
cities and forts of Picardy, Normandy, and other 
provinces. of F/ance, plundered and pillaged.by fly- 
rng armies of Spaniarcfe and Imperialifts, even whefl 
he leaft dreamed of any fuch misfortune, being at 
the fame time involved in civil wars with his own 
£ubje<%. After all rhis, had he not reafon to pre* 
vent the like mifchiefs and incurfions for the future, 
by tranfporcing the war into his enemies coun- 
tries, who had committed 4b rnany hoftilities and 
ravages in his ? It was certainly high time for 
France to rouze up her martial genius, and leave off 
her dreaming theory, when Spain was fo bufy with 
the PraAick. 

Thefe are the arguments that may be alledged 
in vindication of the King of France s conduct to- 
wards Spain. And not much lefs is to be recrimi- 
^lated upon the Emperor of Germany, in feizring 
the dutchy of Cleves and Juliers, with many towns 
and bifliopricks in the counties of Luxemburgh and 
Le Marc; as alfo, in the frontiers of Switferland 
and Lorrain. His conqueft of the Palatinate^ with 
the chiefefb cities, forts, and pafles of the Gri- 
fons; his reducing the lives and liberties of that 
people to their laft gafp and period, was ,a fuf- 
ficient motive to the French Kmg, to put a fpeedy 
check to this increafing grandeur of the hcufe o^ 
Auftria. 

I leave the deterrtiination of thefe matters to ihyf 
fage wifdom, great Arbiter of Jufticc, «nd bowing 
my head to the dufl, awfully retire. 

Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon,' . 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XV. 

To the Reis Effcndi^ Principal Secretary 
of State; 

THREE days ago, Lewis XIII. King of France 
and Navarre, was arreftcd by the King of 
Terrors, and forced to pay the grand debt to God 
and Nature ; I will not fay before it was due, but 
fooner than the accuftomed time of payment, being 
not full forty-three jears old. 

Yet heaven was fo indulgent, as not to fuifer the 
grim meflenger of fate to match him hence without 
a previous fummons ; his diftemjper being a lingring 
confumptton, which gave him frequent intimations 
of his fading ftrength. 

There arc not wanting fuch as whifper, that he 
was hurried out of the worM before his time^ by 
fome unnatural artifice. And the common fort fay, 
that Mazarini's fcarlet looks of a' more fanguine 
hue, than it did four days ago. 

The rcafon of thh jearoufy, I fappofe, fs ground- 
ed on the familiarity that' has been obferved be- 
tween the now Queen- regent and the Cardinal ; both 
alfo bcihg ftrangers to the French btood ; (he a 
Spaniard, and he an Italian. I will not determine 
how far thefe rcfleflior.s are juftifiable, becaufe I 
know it is impofSble for perfons in their crrcum- 
ftances to avoid the cenfure of bufy prying minds, 
in fuch a junfture as this ; yet fome, who move in 
a fphere above the vulgar, cannot forget by whofe 
inltigation his royal father, Henry the Great) was 
fent out of the world. 



The 
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The known familiar acceis which the Marquis 
Spinola gave to Ravaillac at Bruflels, the private en- 
tertainments between them a little before that mur- 
derer gave the fatal blow, together with more cir- 
cumftances, amounted to more than a ftrong pre- 
fumption with the French, that Spain was the prin-» 
cipal author of that trac;edy. 

^ And the fudden exclamation of Francifco Cor- 
vini, an Italian aftrologer, the night before the 
Kin^ was killed, made fome men caft an eye of 
fufpicion beyond the Alp's. For he (landing on 
the leads of his houfe in Florence, as though he 
were obferving the ilars, on a fudden ftamped with 
his foot, and faid. To-morrow the moft potent Mo- 
narch of Europe will be killed. But fome curious 
heads imagine be had his intelligence nearer hand 
than from the heavens, and that rather {mbc of 
the great Italian ftars bad made him thus prophe- 
tick. 

Hence by comparing thefe times with thofe, the 
prefent regency of a Spaniard, and fuperintendency 
of an Italian, creates alike fufpieion in the French, 
concerning the death of Lewis XIII. who, tho' he 
died in his bed, yet might as well be murdered by si 
drue, as his father was oy a knife. 

Thefe arethefecret furmizes of cabals, not a little 
heightened by reflecHng on the time of both theijp 
deaths; both dying in the fame month, the f^me 
day of the month, and much about the fame hour, 
of the day. 

Yet, notwithftanding thefe murmurs, when his. 
body was opened, and bis entrails taken out and 
fearched, the phyficians gave their fentence, that 
he died a natural death. His bowels are carried 
to St. Dennis, a town about three leagues from Pa- 
ris, there to be buried ; and his body is embalmed, 
in order to its fepulture m the iam« places there 
being a magnificent church, where ail the jroyal 
blood of France is commonly interred. 

G s Yeftjrdaf 
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Yetferday I was in coitit«irty vh'cH cMic of hi$»phy- 
ficians; and cntring intb difcourfe of the King's 
death (the common thftmc of ^1 companies at pre- 
fent) he fold u5. That the King'* walling atiid^th 
proceeded frdm the dtfppoportionr of his ittoiftih* (o 
his heat, th^ latter being' prbdbtninftnt itl bis con^ 
ffitution 5 fo that not meeting with a fufficierit check 
from natural humidity,- it kindled^ conftant fevers 
iii hijB body, which itever left Ktm till he left the 
world. 

He W» a very devout mari in his religion, and, 
free from vice, at leaft to outward obfervation. 
A remarftablc inftaiioe of his piety he gave in his 
youth i when cntring a certain country village, 
the better fort of inhabitants offered to attend Kim 
with a canopy; he anfwered, I hear you have no 
church here, neither will Ifufffer a canopy of ftate 
to be borne over my head in that place where God 
hath not a confecrated roof to dwell under. (For 
thefe Nazarencs believe that God dwells in their 
temples.) 

«e was temperate to a miracle, in the midft of 
foyal dainties 4 not fuffering his palate to betray 
his virtue* He fcorned tho^ pleafures which de- 
bafe the mind ; and took more delight in the 
i^oife of drums and trumpets, and the roaring 
of cannon, than in the foft blandilhihents of love. 
He wa^ adorned with many other virtues, which 
>ained him the love of all, and more efoecially the 
avour of heaven. Yet, after all his vittories, fuc- 
<Jcues and triumphs, all that can now be faid of him 
is, he is dead. Thus pailes away the glory of the 
^reatcft Potentiates. 

Godpreferve our invincible Sultan, ever glorious,' 
profpefous, renowned, and immortal. 

Paris, 17th of the jtli MooAj 
4f the Year 1^43. 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the KaunachaiA. 

I AM placed as an eccho ttr Paris, to remit to the 
Ottoman Porte, the ian£luary of the world, What- 
foever makes a noife in Chriftendom, I have fent a 
di^tch to the Venerable Mufti, as alfo to the Prin- 
cipal Secretanr of State, containing the hews of 
the d«atb of Lewis XIIL King of France and Na>> 
varre. 

I need not repeat here what I have faid to tfhem ; 
bccaufe I know they will commnnicate to th^e my 
Ifetrers. 

Yet fuflfer me to fay fometfiing of this great Mo- 
narch, who, bad his nature been more durable, would 
in all probability have exceeded all his royal pro- 
genitors, both in his conquefts abroad, and his ab- 
mute fway at home: of which he gave an early 
prefage, appearing at the head of armies, at thofe 
years when other Princes are but learning the rudr- 
ifients of war in the academy. . 

When he was little more than twelve years of 
age, he began to difcover his v^^lour and con* 
du^, in fubduing the rebels of Poi<3ou and 
Bretagne, leading an army againft them in his 
own perfon. 

Yet that fuccefs did not difcourage others of 
bis fubjeAs from attempting frefli infurreiSlion^ 
agaltifl' him* Fate decreed that he (hould gather 
the laurels which compofed his crown from . 
amohgft briars and thorns ; his whole life being one 
continued feries of war, either at home or abroad^ 
and fometimes both. 

G 6 But, 
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But that which moft exeFcifed his patience was 
the frequent inteftine broils and infurredions of 
his own fubje£b, of which he (slw no lefs than ten 
during his reign, fome of them headed and abet- 
ted by the Princes of the Blood ; nay, as if heaven 
had cut him out for the toils of war, when all 
things >elfe were in a pofture of peace, his own 
.mother, and Monfieur his brother, feveral times 
called him into the field, by taking up arms againft 
him* - 

'When viflory had ere£led obeliflcs, and other mo- 
numents of honour to him in Italy and Spain, and 
bad cut triumphal arches through the Alps and Py^ 
renean mountains for the conquerors return ; wheii 
he had made the Rhine to flow with German blood, 
^nd had every where, both by fea and land, left 
token of his matchlefs fortune ; coming to his own 
country, inftead of trophies and honours to wel- 
come home their fovereign, his ears were always 
crated with the unwelcome news of civil wars in 
his own kingdom. 

. Yet he that confiders, need not wonder at theie 
convulftons of the ftate of France, or any other 
kingdom fo populous as that is. In the oeconomy 
of the univerfe, tho* it be governed by an Eternal 
Providence, which cannot err, yet we fee the elements 
at war with each other, and that perpetually ; and 
put of this reftlcfs ftrife and quarrel ariie» that 
iiealth and good conftitution of the natural world* 
So is it in the political world ; no kingdom or com- 
monwealth can fubfift without purgations of her pec* 
cant and fuperfluous humours; which war effedis, 
as the moft appropriate and natural remedy in &cn 
cafes. 

Neither had Lewis any great reafon to be angry 
at thefe diforders, fince, through his prudent ma- 
nagemeiit they furniflied him both with the oppor- 
tunity and means to reduce this kingdom to an en* 
tire obedience, which his predeceiiors could ne- 
ver 
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¥fr accoraplifli. Thus, they fay, the palm, the 
more it is opprefled with weights, fhoots up the 
higher. 

Kingdoms and Empires, like natural bodies, h^ve 
their proper time ot growth ; and the genius of 
each nation ftimulates it with a ftrong defire and 
appetite of enlarging it&. dominions, which It never 
ceafes to purfue, till it be arrived to the meridian and 
height of grandeur ; though it be often interrupted 
ana retarded in its courfe to^ maturity, by ftate fevers - 
and other maladies* 

Thus France, during the non-age of her growing 
ftate, felt various fhocks and fits; often threat- 
ned with a diflblution by the high-wrought blood 
/of potent fadions. Yet, in her conflitution, (be 
had antidotes, as well as poifon; and her wile 
Kings had fkill to check and curb a popular dif* 
eafe* But none ever rooted out the caufe, till this 
great Lewis took the cure in hand. He has awa- 
ken^ all the vital powers of ftate, and rouzed the 
very foul of government. 'Tis he alone has cruihed 
the laft head of that fa£^ious Hydra, which for fo 
many reigns had exercifed the arms of his royal 
anceftors. 

Woulft thou know by 'what methods he has 
accompliflied this great work; I tell thee in a 
word ; by rigor and ieverity. He fleeced the 
rich Plebeians of their gold, and kept the poor m 
that condition, by continual taxes and impofi- 
tions. 

Yet* he was "a Prince of that admirable temper 
in his government, that he acquired the epithet of 
Juft. 

. His Queen is now regent, according to the law 
of France, the Dauphin being but four years of 
age. 

The Soverei|;n Arbiter of Fate grant to the glo- 
rious Sultan vidory over all his enemies, that fo 
thefe weftern nations, when their courfe is run, 

may 
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mny te fubdued to thd (acred Bmpire of the Tmft 

BolieveiVt 

Parf6» 17th oF the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 



LETTER XVII. 

To the Venerable Mufti, Succeffor of the 
Prophets and MeiTengers of (jod. 

THY laft letter has confirmed* the effirfb of 
the former, ' and given me a firefli teftimony* 
df thy paternal afi^Aion and' frfendihip. It is an 
evident fign that thou takeft care of poor Mahmut, 
when^ with an authority full of tendemefs, thou ref* 
proveA his faults, without leaving him^ occafion to 
defpair. Such reprehenfions ane a fovereign l^ltA 
t^ a wounded fpirit ; and I hope, after an application 
fWeetencd with fomuch clemency, I- (Kail never do 
any thing which may merit, or peed the difcrpline 
reouifite to a gangrene. 

If I was negtieencin performhigthe penance thou 
before; enjoinedftmey I will How ertd^avour to make 
itparation. If the account I gave tHcie of the 
rdigion of thefe wefteril parts was too* fuperficia) 
and brief, I will now enlarge, and prefent thee 
With the chief obfervatibns and remarks' I have 
ifiade during my reiidence here^ and iliy captivity 
in Palermo. 

I need not acquaint thee with that which caufes 
iBe greatefl: rupture between the Roman and Greek 
churches; Cyril the Patriarch has faid enough to 
ffiee on that fubjcA. Thou knoweff, that the 
{rand quarrel between theiti is about the fuprctriacy 
which the Rottait Prelate chims over alitbe churches 

in 



A SPY AT >AIllS% f5f 

iff the world; by ^ cliviii« pigbt* But neitb«« 
Cyril, t\ot the' friars df Jeruftricm, witb whom ke 
coritcftedi >Vould iitforrti thee, that this- fijpremacy^ 
wherever it refides, is only fotodbd m right of 
tJie Ertpii^. They would make thee believe th«| 
thef Chriftian Bifkops wfeiie, from the begitihirlg. So** 
vereigns, eftaMifhed* by God, Princes independent 
of the Imperial Scepter ; <5onceaWngf, that the- firtll 
fouhders of their pretended motiarchy were pooP 
fi(hermen, whb never dreamed of fuch a griaii-» 
deur, as rfieir fticceflbrs were afterwards invefted • 
with, by the libei^lity of the koman and Greoiai^ 
Enipetors. It would be a reproach to them-' 
felves, if theyfhould let thee know, how holy am* 
harflfiliefi Were the firft Patriarchs of Byziantium an* 
Rome, who refufed the honours and dignities of the 
world, and wisre ohly ambitious of exceUing oner 
another in virtue and a pious life. Their veiy ad-* 
dreiles to thee are a contradiSion txy the examples 
6f their predecefforsj each party offering tni*afure» 
of gold, thinking to bribe the incorruptible judged 
with the glittering dirt. Afluredly the feeds of an , 
ihrecoiicileable difcord are fown in thefe Infidels ;. 
they are fettled upon the lees, of error, till the day o^ 
judgment. 

Asr to the ftate of controverfy between them, it 
13 certain, that while Rome was the capital feat of 
the Empire, the Roman bifhops had the fuperiority^ 
granted them } but when the iniperial refidence 
Was tranflated from thence to Byzantium by Con- 
ftantine the Greaf, (from whom it derives the 
liame it now bears of Goriflantinople) then the 
Ecclefiaftical Supremacy was alfo tr^sferred to the 
Patfiarcli of that city, who enjoys it to this day, 
through the favoi^r of our niunificeiit Sultans, wha' 
ffacceed the ancient Emperors of Greece, Thi«» 
fuperlative power' the Popes of Rome wbuld rtotre- 
cogrtize in any other but themfelves, being lofh to- 
Ittrrwith the aathoritytKey oti<^^ poflfefled; whence- 
proceeded 
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proceeded the fchifin between tbe two churches of 
the eaft and weft. And while the Patriarchs of the 
Grecians flidter^d their new-acquired honour un- 
der the protedion of the Emperors, the Popes, 
partly by artifice, and partly by force, made them* 
felves Lords of Rome, and the adjacent territories^ 
taking the advantage of the abfence of the Emperors, 
the pufillanimity of the Senators, and difcord of the 
citizens. Supported with this princely eftate, they 
excommunicated all the churches which did not fub* 
mit to them, as the Sovereign Prelates of the chri^^ 
ftian world; publiflrin^ fevere edids againft the 
Greek Church, and domg every thing that might 
confirm the world in the belief of their author 
rity* and grandeur* The Potentates of Europe, 
frightened with the thunder which the Roman Pon- 
tiff ufed, and induced by other reafons, did homage 
to them, acknowledging their fovereign jurifdi(£lion 
in the weft. In this ftate they have contihued ever 
iince, without yielding in any thing to the Patriarch 
of Conftantinople. 

Tliere have been great endeavours ufed on both 
fides, to gain their refpedive ends; and feveral 
general councils were called, that is, an afiembly 
of the chief btfhops and do£lors of both churches, 
to examine and decide the difference. And fome- 
times the fathers of the Greelc church have fub<^ 
fcribed a fubmii&on to the Pope; but, as foon 
as they returned home, the^ have recanted, and 
the breach been rendered as wide as ever. They ac* 
cufe the Romans of partiality, and fay, that the 
councils were pack'd; yet both parties feem to 
give an extraordinary deference to thofe general 
councils, believing-that the Holy Ghoft is there pre* 
fent, and guides them into all truth. The coun- 
cils, which they efteem infallible,, have contradicted 
each other; this repealing what that had de- 
creed, and a third difannulling that repeal. The 
councils believe themielves above the Pope> and 

thr 
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the Pope exalts himfelf above the councils. Some- 
times they have had two or three Popes together, all 
claiming that lyhich can be the right but of on^. 
In fine, they have involved themfelves in fuch a 
labyrinth of disputes and cavils^ an^ are entangled 
in fuch a circle of abfurdities, that the foberer 
part of Chriftians begin to queftion the authority 
both of Popes and councils : infomuch, as it being 

Generally known that the laft aflembly of this 
ind was. manifeftly overruled bv the agents of 
the court of Rome, people fpared not to pafs this 
jeft on it, and fay, That the Holy Ghoft was fent 
from Rome to the council of Trent in a cloakbag 5 
intimating thereby, the many infiru£lions and ad- 
vices which were continually tranfmitted from Rome 
by. the poft, to the Fathers fitting in that council, 
whereby all things were determined according to 
the Pope^s pleafure, and to the advantage of the Ro- 
man court. 

'Tis certain, the Cbriftians now-a-days have 
abated much of that blind obedience ^hjch they 
formerly paid to the Roman Pontiff: they begin 
to fee with their own eyes, and not with thofe of 
their priefts. There was a time when many Kings 
were made to hold their crowns in fee of the 
Roman Prelates, who pretended a right to difpofe 
of all the kingdoms and empires of the earth, as 
Vicar of God. But the Kings of England, Swede- 
land, and Denmark, with fome Princes of the Ger- 
man Empires, and the States of Holland, have taught 
others the way to ftand upon their ^uard ; fo that 
though the Emperor of Germany, Kings of France, 
Spain and Holland, with the Princes of Italy, pro- 
fefs an obedience to the Holy Father, yet 'tis rather 
out of a maxim of policy, than any real perfuafton 
of religion. 

The Spaniards fcem the moft fuperftitioufly de- 
yoted to the fee of Rome; yet they will not endure 
the exoommunication) which the rope pronounces 

againft 

'■ 5 



i 



f3« LETTERS WRIT BY 

againft their King, above the fpace of one day. It 
fecms upon fome old difFcrence between them, it is 
ufual for the Holy Father to excommunicate this 
fovereigrt once a year, that is, on theThurfday be- 
fore Eafter, which is the fame as our feaft of Beiram. 
Now, as I am told, the SpanlHi AmbaiTador next 
day prefents the Pope with a gennet, or horfe, upon 
which the cenfure is taken off. This is an ecclefia- 
ftick juggle 5 and the court of Rome ufe a great deal 
of fuch noly legerdemain, to keep the fons of the 
church in their obedience. 

The French church, though in all things agree- 
ing, and profei&ng an entire obedience to the Ro- 
man, yet claims to herfelf fome immunities and 
privileges, which the court of Rome is very loth 
to grant. Hence it comes to pafs, that there arife 
frequent contefts between the Popes and the Kings 
of France, which are generally accommodated to the 
advantage of the latter 5 the rope not being willing 
to try the force of THE LAST REASON OF 
KINGS : this is a motto engraven on the French 
King's cannon, which he has threatened to carry to 
the walls of Rome, if the Pope ihould intrench oti 
the GaUican rights. 

But though they thus difagree in <bme niceties 
cf ftate, yet they, and all the reft of the nations 
within the Roman communion, have but one fornl 
of divine fervice, which they call the Mafs, and it 
is the fame with the Grecian liturgy. On feftival 
days it is folemnized with variety of choice mufick 
and ftnging ; with innumerable wax-tapers burning 
at noon-day. I have feen, at flich a time,' fixteen 
Priefts before the altar, all vefted in moft coftly filks* 
cmbroider'd with gold and pearls. 

They have alfo many chapels and altars in thtf 
fame church, and fometimes they celebrate Mafs on 
all the altars together; differing herein from thofc 
of the Greek cbmmunion, who have but one altar in 
a temple : for which they plead antiquity, it never 

having 
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having been known that the primitive Chriftians had 
any mote. On the other fide, the Romans plead 
conveniency for the multitude of their altars ; that 
the Pope has a power to difpenfe with the ancient 
rites and traditions in fuch cafes ; and that nothing 
was more reafonable than that their altars fliould be 
multiplied, as the number of their Profelytes and 
Priefts increas'd. 

I will not- pretend to decide this coritroverfy : 
permit me only to fay, that the faithful Mufful- 
mans have more reafon to require feveral preachers 
at the fame time in our magnificent Mofques, where 
it is impoffible for all the auditors in fo vaft 
an aflembly, to hear and underftand the law ex- 
pounded by one man, though it be performed irt 
the vulgar tongue ; whereas their fervice is cele- 
brated m a language whereof the multitude are 
utterly ignorant. It matters not much whether they 
are near a Prieft at the altar, or afar ofF, finc^ 
they uitderftand not a word he fays j and the Gre- 
cians judge it fufficient to be prefent at this their 
daily facnfice^ though it be at the very porch of the 
temple. 

Another difference there is alfo between thefe 
two churches: the Rom^n allows not a married 
Prieft, unlefs in fome extraordinary cafesj and 
then the Pope's difpcnfatibn muft be procured. But 
concubinage is connived at, though forbidden by 
the canons of the church: whereas thou knoweft 
that all ^the Grecian Papas marry, and get chil- 
dren. ... 

The Spaniards, among all the nations within the 
Roman Dale, are reckoned the beft Catholicks, but 
the worft Chriftians ; the French are faid to be the 
b«ft Ghriftians, but the worft Catholicks ; and the 
Italians are accounted neither Catl\olicks nor Chri* 
itians. 
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I know not what reafon they have to ftate &e dif-^ 
ference fo between the two former j but the cha- 
ra&er of the latter fuits in one refpcdl with the ufu- 
al proverb of that country j it being common in the 
mouths of Italian gallants, to fay, He that is a Ci>ri^ 
ftian, is a fool. 

The devouter fort of Catholicks pay ^ great re- 
verence and devotion to the relicks of their faints. 
I could not reprehend them for this, if I were fure 
of two things, that all thofe whom they efteem 
as faints, were really fucb ; and that all the re- 
licks they keep with fo much veneration in their 
churches, did really appertain to the perfons under 
whofe names they go : for then it would be no 
more than what the True Believers pradlife through- 
out the world ; and it is well known, that when a 
piece of the garment of our Holy Prophet was dipp'd 
in the water which they ca(c on the flames of 
Conftantinople, the fire immediately ceafed, to which 
before no flop could be given by ail the induflry 
and endeavours of men. AflUredly, the bodies of 
the prophets and meilengers of God are hcly^ seud 
have a power of fandtifying whatever they touch, 
producing often miraculous e(Fe<£is ; bat the avarica 
of men may abufe this truth to their own private 
ends ^ and the Chrlff ians themfelves will not believe 
all to be true relicks of faints, which their crafty 
Priefts (hew for fuch. 

There are innumerable other fefls of Chriflians, 
which are neither in communion with the Roman 
• nor the Grecian churches ; but, accufing them of 
idolatry, feparate themfelves from their focicty, and 
form diftina congregations. Thefe are not known 
in France, faving only the Hugonots, otherwife 
called Proteftants : which laft is a term comprehend- 
ing all that have revolted from the Ron^an church, 
and was firft aflumed by the Lutherans, at Augfburgb 
in Germany. 

lo 
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In England and Holland there are abundance of 
thefe feds, fome of them newly fprung up, others 
of longer date. And all thus far agree with the 
Mufluimans, that they ufe not pidures or images in 
their temples ; fo that were they rightly inftruded 
in the holy Alqoran, it would not be a thing altoge* 
ther imprafiicable, toperfuade them to circumcifion. 
There is a fed which they call Sodnians, who feem 
to preach out of the very book of glory, denyinp^ the 
divinity of Jefus, (he ion of Mary, the Chnftfan 
Meffias ; even as our Divine Lawgiver does in feveral 
chapters and verficles of the Alcoran. 

The Chriftian Church feems to be a ftately build- 
ing, whereof prelacy is the corner-ftone ; if this 
were removed, all would fall to the ground. That 
which they call the hierarchy, if it could once be 
diflblved or pulled down, we (hould fooii feq all 
Chriftendom laid in ruins. This hierarchy is a 

fradual fubordinadon of ArchbifliopSy Bifliops, and 
^riefts; the inferior depending on the fuperior, 
and all deriving their orders and dignities from 
tbeir chief Patriarchs. Thefe are the links which 
compofe that chain that fattens Chriftendom toge- 
ther; were 'this but once broke, the united inte- 
reil of Europe would foon fall into pieces. The 
way muft be, by bejrinning at the lowermoft link. 
Could but the rrielts be rendered independent on 
the Bilhops, and on each other, it would be a fair 
ftep towards difmantling of the outworks, thefe 
Pnefts drawing infinite numbers of people after 
them $ as it is apparent in Geneva, Holland, Swif* 
ferland, and otKer places, where they have quite 
abolifhed the i>rd.er and authority of Bifliop : and it 
is obfervable that none of thefe forementioned coun-^ 
tries, fince that time, have ever been inftrupien- 
tal in oppofing the viAorJous arms of the Ottoman, 
Empire : as if, with the downfall of Epifcopacy, the' 
charm were diffipated, which had for fome ages 
precipitated thefe nations (among others) to a ra£h 

and 
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and obfti^ate refiftance of that force^ which is 
dcftin'd by fate to conquer and reform th^ 
' world- 

Weigh this thought well, and thou wilt find 
that the order of fiuhops is efTential and necefikry 
to the good eflate of ^Chriftendom » and that the 
pnly way for the MuflTulmans to undermine all Eu* 
rope^ will be to fupplant this order, and introduce 
an ccdefiaftick independency among the Priefts ji 
by which means every one ^11 aiTume to himfelf^ 
not pnly bis proper fragment of the torn dignitVji 
but the whole fundamental power of a Biihop; talc- 
ing Mpon him to do thpfe offices, which before 
it was not accoMnted la«fful £pr any but a miti«d. 
head to perfoun. Hence, in time^ will follow 
ii^iumerAble inoonvenieiKes, .diftafles .and broils 9 
aivd perhaps as many fcbifms, 9s tbere are.particuljar 
Prielts to head them: fince every one will .be 
^pt to think himielf capable of didatiisgtp all the 
reft, and Ju^Sf i^ below him to receive the iaw 
from any. Thus will there be a clear ft^^e fpr 
ambition, avarice, and luft to z£t their parts on i 
and when, hy d^ 'Craft of deigning men, and fu- 

£erftition of bigots, and the eafine^ of the credu-^ 
)us, the greateft part (ball be fo divided, that it 
will be dimc^lt;to And two men of the ilune mind 
in articles of faith > it will then be ^afy, either 
hy thy intelligible reafons i|i the Alcoran, o^ the. 
more cogent arguments of the fword, to plant tthe 
true and undenred«,&ith in thefe countries. Xhe 
Creatpr of all things ha^en bis Holy pK>pbet's, ire- 
turn, that all nations may embraoe bis Aaw, afiert 
his unity, andbe incopporated iato theglpripus fyo^ 
piite of the Ofiaitans. 

Xlaiis^ lothirf' the 6th,MQOS> 
erf tbe Year 1643. ' 



r 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To the Kaimacham. 

SJNCE the death of King Lewis, all mens eyes 
and hearts are fixed upon theDauphip; wbo^< 
tho' he is very young, yet he is a Prince of a for ward 
Senius and prpcniiing afpe£t, givii^ fignal proofs 
of a martial fpirit. 

.One day, '.feeing the euards, as they wcjrcexer- 
ciung their anns, he dlfcov-er-d ^n ^extraordinary 
^Qoiplaoeocy. and fald to tbofe that ftood by, I ha^ 
rather be a foldier than a Kijng ; ioiaginiog irom ;the 
|bf(ne(s be is accuftom'd to in.theie iAianl: years^ 
tbat the life of ^ foldier is incompatible with thaf 
of a Kiiig. 

Since that tkne, he ha^'afles his tutor and at^ 
tendants vfith perpetual tattle ^bout gyns ana 
fwords. And Cardinal Mazarini, not to baffle pj^ 
check fuch generous inclinations, . has culled out a 
companion for him, syg^eeiable in temper, only a 
year or two older. 

Thefe young fons of Mars beftow their time 
partly in footing with little harmlefs engines, 
made on purpofe for the Dauphin's recreation, in 
imitation of guns ; fometimes with bows and ar- 
rows ; at other times they fence, with files adapted 
to their tender arms and child ifh (kill. In thefe 
kind of exercifes the Dauphin grows a great profi- 
cient i and it is look'd upon as an omen of his fu- 
ture warlike deeds. 

A Spanifh aftrologer has calculated his nativity, 
he propheiies ftrange thin|;3 of this young Prince i 
as, ,that he (hall excel all his royal anceftors in feats 
of arms ; that he ihall make the crown of France 
Imperial, having fubdued Spain, Italy, and Ger- 
many ^ that be ihall (hake the Ottoman Empire, 

but 
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but in the end (hall be depofed by bis own fab- 

I know not what credit may be given to the pro- 
fefibrs of this fdence, in rejrard the ancient rules of 
aftrologyf on which the Chaldeans and other eaftem 
fages grounded their predidions, are now either 
wholly loft, or fo corrupted and obfcured by the 
comments and gloiles or latter authors, that there 
are hardly any iootfteps of the original maxims to be 
traced. Yet» without troubling aftrologers, pro- 
phets, or wizards, one may prefage from the natural 
genius of the Dauphin, that when he comes to feel 
his ftrength, he wul not be idle» but follow his fa« 
ther's fteps, who, before he was thirteen years of 
age, appeared at the bead of armies. 

The Omnipotent guard our glorious Sultan, and 
die Empire eftabliihed by his own hands; and 
may his bleffing defcend on the royal ofispring ; 
that the young Sultan Mahomet may perform 
greater things, tfaaii are prophefied of the French 
Dauphin* 

Paris, 6th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 

I Remember, I promifed to fend thee farther ad- 
vices of the war between Spain and Portugal, 
fince the late revolution in thofe parts. 

The iflan.d of Tercera was the only place that 
held outagainft the new King, when all others, witli 
cxprcflions of extraordinary joy for their deliverance 
from the Caftilian yoke, fubfnitted to, and acknow- 
ledged D. Juan de Braganza, as the lawful heir of 
that crown. 

The refiftance which the Governor of this ifland 
made, obliged the King to fend thither a certain 
number of Ihips of war, to block up the place, 
and hinder the importation of any provifions. And 
this courfc proved fuccefsful ; for, though the Spa- 
niards attempted feveral times to relieve it, yet 
thefe veflcls were either taken by the Portuguefe 
fleet, or fent back again, without doing their er- 
rand. So that, at length, Don Alvarode Viveiros, 
the Governor, finding him felf reduced to great 
ftreights for want of neceflaries, without any hopes 
«f being relieved, was forced to capittilate and fur- 
icnder. 

. The new King has made an alliance with the 
Swedes, which is of no fmall advantage to him ; 
having thereby eftablifhed a commerce with the 
country, and furnifhing him felf from thence with 
powder, horfes, arms, and all other provifions of 
war; 

He has alfo made a treaty with the Hollanders^ 

but not with fo good fuccefs as the former. Thou 

haft heard what poiTeffions the Kings of Spain and 

Portugal have acquired in America, they being the 

Vol. II. H firft 
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^firft difcoverers of that New World. It happened 
>that about the time of the late, revolution in Por- 
tugal, the Hollanders of Brazil took from the 
Portuguefe the towns of Angola, St# Thomas, 
Maragnon, and other places belonging to D. Juan 
-de Braganza, in thofe parts. The knowledge of 
this coming to the Portuguefe court, caufed the 
King to fend his Ambaffador, to demand of the 
States, the reafon of this breach. They anfwer. It 
was done before the news of the revolution had 
reached the Weft Indies. This, with fome a<3s of 
boflility in the Oriental parts, has leflened the good 
underftanding which was between them. 

In the mean time, the fpight and hatred of the 
'Caftilians increafed daily, much blood was fJDilt oa 
the frontiers of Portugal, which obliged D. Juan to 
cftabJifli -fix places of ftrength, quartering in them 
an army of thirty thoufand men. Th« Spaniards, 
to oppofe their forces, had likewife four or five 
armies in Caftile. There were many fkirmifhes and 
encounters, flratagems and ambufcades on both 
fides ; and it was hard to determine who had got 
the advantage, till Fortune feemed to favour the 
caufe of the Portuguefe. 

They had a valiant and expert commander, who 
was Governor of one of thtir frontier Provinces: 
His name is, Fernand Telles de Menezez. . Thig 
hero, animated by the juftice of his caufe, and 
fp'urred on by the ^natural ardour of his fpirit, 
pierced into the bowels of Old Caftile, took the 
towns of St. Martin and Egles, deraolifhing the 
caftle belonging to the latter, which alfo commanded 
all the country thereabouts, and, being encountered 
by two thoufand five hundred Spaniards, he fell 
upon them, and cut them all to pieces. He alfo 
rendered himfelf matter of a ftrong place called Val- 
verde, which heilored with all forts of ammunition, 
and Jeft a Portuguefe garrifon in it. 

They 
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They were no lefs viQorious in another province^ 
from whence the Portueuefe armies rufhed into the 
adjacent- territories of Spain, taking the towns of 
Aroches, Villar de Rey, Codicere, Anziqafola, and 
other places of note, without any refiftance, fave 
that of a few Caftilian troops, moft of which they 
took prifoners, with a booty of three hundred 
Spaniih gennets. After this, they took ^Chelles by 
ftorm, one of the moft confiderafile towns in that 
part of Spain. Nor was the King of Portugal only 
thus fuccefsful near home, bdt his affairs profpered 
alfo abroad. The Kings of Goa an^d Maroc fought 
his alliance, with other Princes in the Eaft Indies 5 
and, in general, all the potentates in Chtiftendom, 
excepting only Spain, made friendftiip with D. Juaa 
de Braganza, and efpoufed his interefts. 

There has -been a general aflemblyof all the 
cftates of Portugal ; wherein the people have tefti- 
fied their joy and fatisfadlion of their new King, by 
offering him, together with their lives, the difpofal 
of their fortunes, to be employed for the fervice of 
the crown, and the releafe of his royal brother Don 
Duartus, of whom I formerly made mention in one 
of my letters. 

Thou wilt not perhaps think me troublefome, if 
I relate to thee how the Spaniards ufed the unfortu- 
nate Prince after they had imprifoned him: Neither is 
it altogether impertinent, to let thee fee, how fpite- 
ful this nation is in their revenge, and how cruel 
in the execution of their refehtnjent. 

After Don Duartus was delivered into the hands 
of the Marquis Caftel Codrigo, the Spaniards gave 
him not the entertainment and reCpeft due to a 
Prince, but ufed him like a flave or a m'alefaflor^ 
caufing him to be lodged in a mean dark chamber, 
his hands to be chained every night, his robes to 
be taken from him, none of his domefticks fuffered 
to come near him,, and doing all the indignities to 
him that their malice could fuggeft, as proper means 
Hz to 
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to render his imprifonment intoleriable, and his life 
a burden. If thou afkeft me for what crime it was 
they thus paniflhed him, I can tell thee of none, un~ 
lefs it were one to be fo nearly related to the King 
of Portugal. 

But this is not the only example of the Spanifh 
cruelty ; they executed their revenge on the poor 
unarmed peafants in the field ; the Duke de Alva 
caufing three hundred Portuguefe hufbandmen, as 
they were labouring in their vineyards, to be mur- 
dered in cold blood, facriiicing them, as he faid, to 
the ghofts of the flaughtered Caftilians. And it was 
attributed to their underhand infmuations, that four 
Portuguefe Am.baffadors, with three and fifty of 
their train, were barbaroufly put to death by the 
Japanefe, againft the law of Nature, and the fanc- 
tion of all nations. Such violences have never been 
pra6tifed in the Ottoman Empire ; the Sanftuary of 
the Earth, has not been profaned by an injuftice of 
ib deep a dye. 

. There has been lately difcovered a fecond confpi- ' 
racy againft Don Juan de Braganza, wherein were 
concerned Don Jofeph de Menezez, Governor of 
St. Julian, the moft important fortrefs of all the 
kingdom, and Don Francifco de Lucena, Secretary 
of Mate. Thefe held a private correfpondence with 
the Duke de Olivarez; and it was agreed between 
them, that the jGovernor of Badajox, a fubjeft of 
the King of Spain, fhould be put in poflcffion of* 
St. Julian's Fort, which is the very key of Lifbon, 
and that other places of ftrength fhould be delivered ~ 
lip to fuch Spanifh officers as Olivarez appointed. 
But a letter which was fent from Don Juan dc 
Garay, Governor of Badajox, to the Governor of 
St. Lucy's Fort in Portugal, being by miftake car- 
ried to the hands of the Count d'Obidos, a Portu- 
guefe General, and a faithful friend to the King, . 
dilcovered the intrigue, and the traitors were feized 
and brought to condign pur^ifliment. 

I cannot 
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I cannot at prefent fend thee any more news of 
the Portuguefe affairs. God grant thee a long and 
happy life in the favour of the Grand Signiorr 

Paris, aoth of the 7th ^oon> 
of the Year 1643. 



LETTER XX. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

THOU wjlt won^ter when I tell !hce I am mt^ 
lancholy for want of folitude. That which 
adnfiinifters occafion of fadnefs to others, is the 
only cure of my grief. Yet this will not feem a 
paradox,^ when thou confidereflr, that converfatioi>* 
IS the air of the foul, nnd that he who values 
the health and eafe ol* his mind, ought to chufe 
fuch an element for it to brcaihe in, as is pure and 
ferene, which is very difHcult to find in any fociety. 
This is the rcafon that I never think myfelf more 
alone, then when I am confined to fome kind of 
company. 

Thou haft obferved, that moft men will cngrofs 
all the talk to themfelves; this is very irkfome. 
Yet, I (hould not grudge them the monopoly, were 
their difcourfe pertinent and agreeable 5 but, to be 
forced to hearken to all their empty tattle of hawks 
and hounds, garbs and fafhions, with an endlefs 
jargon of things lefs to the purpofe than the former^ 
which will keep their tongues employed fometimes 
two or three houjw together ; renders their converfe 
more troublefome, than that of the fpark wh» 
picked up Horace in the flreets of Rome. 

Others arc of a quite contrary humour; and 

thou mayeft as foon get a word from the Mufti^ as 

H 3 from 
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from them. They fit like ftatues, as if they emu- 
lated the charadler of Griuli Eben Sagran, one of 
the Vizirs of the Bench, who, in ten years that he 
had fat in the Divan > was never obfervcd to fpeak a 
fyllablc. 

Yet, this fort is more tolerable than the other, 
who,- with their everlafting chat, rock the com- 
pany afleep, and take from them the v^ry power of 
thinking. 

However, I prefer the retirement of my chamber 
to both thefe inconveniencics. There I can enter 
into myfclf, and by retreating from all commerce 
with my fcnfes, I find a private back-way to con- 
verCe with the whole Univerfe. Think not thia 
a chimera, or thatiVIahmut pretends to extraordi- 
nary illuminations; it is nothing but what everjr 
man may experience, who will but take the pains 
to be thoroughly acquainted with himfelf. If he 
can but gain a familiar accefs tQ the inward apart* 
nients of his owrt bre^ft, he will focn find a pof- 
tern there, which will readily open, and let him 
into the moft retired clofets of Nature : From thence 
he may fally forth, and take a better furvey of the. 
world, than he can by his eyes.^ Here he will be- 
hold ail things undifguifed, and in their true quan- 
tities and qualities. And, which is more admirable, 
he wifl be able, ,with6ut the help of c^pticks, to fee 
himfelf enjoying this felicity, and to know that he 
fees it, which is a fufiicient conviftion that he is not 
in a dream. 

Wouldefl: thou improve thy knowledge, affefl: not 
a multitude of books ; there are but few worth the 
reading. What is the whole creation but one great 
' library ? Every volume in which, and every page 
in thofe volumes, are imprefled with radiant cha- 
ra£lers of infinite wifdom : And all the perfeftions 
of the Univerfe are contracted with fuqb inimitable 
art in man, that be needs no other book but him- 
felf, to make him a com4)lete Philofopher. Thou 

wilt 
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wilt fay,. That this requires toa great an abfifafled- 
nefs of mind, and is very painful. I tell thee, my* 
dear friend, I am extremely fubje(Sl to melancholy ;- 
vrhofe efle£l, thou knoweft is to render one- very 
thoughtful, and thofe thoughts rack the foul witb- 
in^tolerable anguifli. Yet I do not fly from them, 
as generally, men are accuftom^'d-; neither do I feelc- 
to drown them in wine, or oiace them away with- 
any fociable divertifements. My ufual way is^ to 
bid them battle, oppofe thoughts againft thoughts ; 
and with, the dint of reafon, to fubdue this peevifli'iN 
humour. To this end, I hunt up and d6wn formyv 
enemy, and rummage every corner of my foul, pur- 
fuing the caufe of my fadnefs, with fuch arguments* 
as thefe : .Why (hould I be melancholy, who pof- 
fefs nothing that I fear to lofe, and yet ei\joy all' 
that I could wifh for, were I without what I now*' 
pOiTefs ? I am a Muflulman, and therefore, under'^ 
the proteflion of God : I ferve hi-s Vicegerent, the 
Grand Signior, faithfullv, and find acceptance with=» 
tiie BafTis of the P6rte ^ 'I am in France, yet can nor 
call it a foreign covntry, fince innocence arrd virtue^ 
naturalize a man in all parts of the world. I can- 
not fay I am uirfortunate, fo long as I have no \4ce; 
for which I need either to blufh- or grovypale. If 
1 am flandered, this ought- to bean occafion of joy,^ 
fince it ranks me with men of the greateft' merit,, 
who could never efcape the calumnies of tl^e envi- 
ous. And I have reafon t9 triumph,,.in*that I find 
no inclinatron to revenge myfclf, but rather to pity^' 
my traducers. Ifanyman fliould play the Seitirife 
with my deformity,. and rudely defcant on my ugTy-- 
countenance, or the difproportion of my liiiib^,* 
there is no more reafon to be grieved at this, than ^ 
to be affronted at the wind for blowing oft* nty hat, . 
or the rain for wetting my clothes, or a .dogfor' 
barking at me as I go along the ftr«ets, ithc one - 
tegingas natural, as the othe'r... 

H4. T3iusi* 
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Thus I argue with myfclf, dear Oglou, when a(^ j 
faulted with -melancholy ; thefe are the remedies i 
which I apply to that black diftemper of the mind : 
And fometimes I go farther, if thefe will do no '^ 
good : I then a(k myfelf. Whether it be the fear of 
death that thus perplexes me? And here begins my 
cure, this kindles uie brighteft fpark of reafon, ^ 
which in a moment difperfes all the mift. The i 
difmal pageantry of chimeras vanifhes, and all the ' 
ti-ngic pomp of grief ftraight difappears. Not that 
I would have thee think that 1 am fond of dyings j 
but 1 conficJer death as the unavoidable fate of all * 
men ; and that therefore it is reafonable to be 
cheerful, fince that which no man can efcape, will, ^ 
one time or other, releafe me and every man from 
the miferies of this life. This thought recovers me 
from the worft tffcQs of melancholy; and, I be- 
jitve, the damned themfelves would fomeflmes be I 
in a good humour, if , they had but the Icaft glimpfe ' 
of hopes that they fliould one day be delivered from 
their torments. For whatfoever forts of men there 
are in tVis life, I cannot think * ihere be any Stoicks 
« in hell.' 

And now I have entertained thee with company 
and folitude, with books and men, with life and 
death, with earth and hell ; let us take one ftep 
farther, and refrefh ourfelves with the remembrance 
of heaven, the joys of the Blefled in Paradife ; which I 
certainly, is the beft relief of anxious thoughts, the ^ 
moft perfe<a cure of melancholy, the guide of life, 
and the comfort of death. 

God grant, that thou and I may fee each other, 
and drink together in the arbours of Eden, and kifs ^ 
the daughters of Paradife. 

Paris, i4th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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LETTER XXr. 
To Ae Tefterdar, or Lord Treafurcr; 



KINGDOMS and Empires (like men) havc^ 
their lucky and unlucky feafons. Spain feems* 
for a eonfiderable time to have been under a cloud,- 
as if her Guardian Fate began to droop, and were 
not ftrong enough to^ check the rifing grandeur of 
France. 

It has been an old obfervation, * That thofc 
^ whom God conflgns over to ruin, he firft infa- 
* tixates.' It was a grand overfight in Don Fraor 
cifco de Melo, to conftitute the Duke of Albu- 
querque, General of his Horfe : For he thereby fo-. 
difgufted the Spanilh officers in his army, that emu- 
lating the honour of this young Portugx|efe, the 
greateft part of them deferted in the very nick of 
time, when their prefence was moft neceflary to 
confirm the baUallons, already fhrinking from the 
furious onfet of the French. 

This gave the young Duke of Anguien an intire 
vidory, and has crowned him with glorious laurels, 
while Don Francifco de Melo, by this ill CQndud, 
has quite loft his reputation, and is forced to refiga 
up his commif&on to another. 

This battle was fought before Rocroy, and may 
be reckoned as a parallel with that bloody battle 
ofLeipfick, between the Imperialifts and Swedes,- 
on the fevcnth of the ninth moon, of the year 1631. 
A day which was remarkable at Conftantinople, otf 
the account of that terrible lightning, which fur- 
prized the late Sultan Amurath in his bed. Many 
other extraordinary events fignalized this day ia 
fngland, France, and Germany, and other places ;. 
U S which' 
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which occafioned the great Aftrologcr Herliclus, ta 
call it * A day of blood.* 

Such another was this HJ3fQrtu|iate day to the* 
Spaniards, at the forcmcntioned battle of Rocroy ; 
where they loft an infinite number of men, with, 
all their field J?i^ce$s ai^^ an l^undred and fiftjr co* 
lours. 

He that created the moon and the confultations 
in Heaven^ to difiinguifii the times and feafons, 
guard thee from the influence of malignant ftars^ 
and from the deilroyer, wlio ranges tb^ world oa* 
certain critical days. 

Paris, lath of the 9th Mood, 
of the Year x6^3» 



LETTER XXII. 
'to the Vizir Azem,. at the Porte; 



IT is time, it is high time, naoft fage Minifter^.. 
for the Ottoman fword, the fword of Juftic^, to^ 
i>e unflieathed, not againft an open enemj?, biK 
againft its profefled friends ajid £ub)efts; . The head- 
ptthe Bafla of Cyprus, is bec9me a burden $0 hi<n, 
as likewife thofe of Milylene, Sio, and L^cnnos. 
They plot mifchief againft the throne th^it is cfta- 
bliflied in equity y they are ungratefui to th^ir 
Sovereign, who hath exalted them; they are bcr 
come Hnworihy of the honours with which they are 
dignified. 

I could hardly believc'tbe firil reports of this trea- 
fon, till I was, at length, fully convinced by Ui).de>- 
niable" teftimonies, t^iat it was too>true. 
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Yet, It is a fecret even in the French court. I . 
alone have difcovered this myftery^ by the means of : 
avjew and a Grecian, both my agents in thofe parts, , 
and men whom'I can confide in^ 

The bufinefs is this. The Baflas and Governors - 
of the ifles beforementioned, have confpired to- 
gether, to divide themfelves from -the body of the - 
Ottoman Empire, and to make the iflands of the • 
^gean fca^ a commonwealth independent on the 
throne which governs the world. The. BafTa of; 
Cyprus is the ringleader of this confplracy,. andu 
that ifland is to be^ the. capital feat of their ney/ • 
Republickr 

The Governors of the five greater ifles, are to be - 
called. The Sovereign Counfellors of State. By , 
thefe all the affairs of Archipelagq are to be ma- 
jiaged. Only the BafTa of Cyprus Ihall be Supreme, , 
and have the carting voice in all cafes of difpu^e. 

TheencLofed papers contain the perfe<Sl: model of 
their new government, the articles and propofitions - 
OR which this rebellious defigned common-wealth is 
to be built, with the. names of the chiefeft confpi-. 
rators fubfcribed.; 

Permit me, fage Mrniftei::, to fet before thy .eyes . 
the occafions of thefe treacherous defigns. , 

It has been the. cuftom of the Porte, to connive- 
far a confiderable time, at the oppreflions, ^ipines, . 
and exadtions of the Baflas and Governors of Pro- 
vinces ; to fuffer them to harafs the people under : 
* their jurifdi6lion ; to pillage and fpoil them of' 
their monies^ goods and eftates, till they have - 
amafled together vaft fums of money : And then i 
it' has been as ufual for the Sultan,%upon the Icaft '; 
complaint, to fend the bowftring ^.to the, criminal * 
Ba(ia. 

Whatever may -be pleaded- in ^defence o^ tr.s - 

method, in former times, my opinion is, that , it . 

may prove dangerous now.- And, if I may be per- / 

miacJ 10 fp?ak freely,, I have rcafon .to think, that, 

aj5 i thisij 
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' this was one ground of the defigned treafon in tlie 
iHes of the ^gean fea. 

Formerly, tKofc who were removed to thefe com-s- 
mands, were not fo well verfed in the niaxims of 
policy, nor fo apprehenfive of the cabinet fecrets 
of ilate. But now the a^e is refined, men are more 
fubtle, jealous, and felmh than they were ; nature 
teaches all men to prefervc their lives with utmoft 
diligence. 

The Bafla of Cyprus, who is the ringleader of 
this conrpiracy, has been let alone in a long courfe 
of tyranny and oppreflion over his fubjeSs ; by 
which means, he has heaped to himfelf prodigious 
treafure. His guilty mind told him, that complaints 
would be made againft him, and that one time or 
other he muft be ftrangled. He knew that his gold 
would be better thought to become the Sultan's 
Seraglio than his own ; and that he had been long 
enough in his ofEce, to ferve the politick ends of 
ftate. 

Revolvingthofe things in his mind, he quickly 
concluded. That the crimes he'.had been guilty of 
in his government, would draw upon him inevi- 
table ruin, unlefs he prevented it, by committing: 
greater. And that, as oppreffion of his fubjefts 
had made- him rich, fo treafon againft his Sove- 
reign muft make him f^fe. He communicates his 
thoughts to fome of his trufty friends and cori- 
fidents. They encourage him to proceed, repre- 
fenting to him the natural ftrength of the ifland, 
feconded by abundance of ftrong forts and caftles r 
That the foldiers might eafily be won to his party 
by money, and the inhabitants might be pacified by 
fome puMick reftitutibns, and other afts of indul- 
gence. - ^ - 

Thus was the foundatiofi laid of this formidable 
treafon, which foon^ gathered ftrength by the accef- 
fion of more confpirators, till at length all the iffes 
srfofefaiJ weri engaged in the diflbyal league* 

I win 
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~ I will not prefume to di£bte what is to be done in 
this cafe. I leave that to thy ofaculous fentence. 
But permit me to fuggeft my thoughts of a proper 
means to prevent the like mifcarriages for the future ; 
and this is, by executing timely and impartially 
juftice. It feems to me, not only a refledion on the 
juftice of the imperial fword, but alfo on the poli- 
ticks of the royal cabinet, to fufFer a BafTa to grow 
rich by opprefHon of the people under his com- 
mand. For when he has thus plundered his fub- 
je£ts to fill his own coffers) he has armed himfelf 
with the finews and nerves of rebellion ; money 
being that which gives life and motion to all great 
and bold undertakings. 

Therefore, it will be better, not to countenance 
the leaft oppreffion in thefe great men, whereby 
they may at once be tempted, through the confci- 
cufnefs of their crimes, and ftrengthened by their 
ill-gotten wealth, to rebel againflf their lawful Sove- 
reign. Let Aleppo, Sidon, Algiers, Tunis, and 
Tripoly, be precedents of this kind. By juftice the 
throne is bed and moft fecurely eftabli0ied ; nothing 
unjuft and violent is permanent.' 

God overthrow the devices of thefe traitors, and 
crown our glorious Sultan. 

Paris, 26th of the 9th Mooi^ 
•f the Year 1641. 
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LETTER XXIIL 

Ta Chiurgi Muhaitimet, Bafla^ 

I Have been in this city very near fix years, ancf ? 
it will be cxpe<fled, that in alLth'is time I havc- 
made fome profitable remarks, on the nature of the - 
Fjench, the intrigues of the court, the policy of the - 
ftate, the difcipline of their armies, and the Arength . 
of the kingdom. 

Some obferVations I have^ already communicated : 
to the Minifters of the Divan, and to others of my .- 
friends at the Sublime Porte. All my letters are - 
made cortimon to the * happy flaves of him who - 

* rules the world.* ^ Thou haft heard of the death of 
a potent King, a great Queen, and a mighty fa- - 
vourite: Now let us change the fcene, and pafs . 

. from the melancholy themes of death, the unavoid- - 
. abk fate of mortals, to the fprightly joys of life, the 
blooming years of an infant King, wh6 takes an i 
early leap from his cradle to a throne. Thou wilt 
not expedt I fliould fpeak much of him, who as yet .- 
can fay but little of himfelf. However^ in paffirig - 
by this little great one, it would be ill manners not ^ 
to pay.him a falute or conge; who, though young, . 
feems no novice, in punctilios of courtihip, as ap- 
jxrars by his addrefs to the Bifiiop who baptized - 
him ; (if thou knoweft not what that means,, it is 
the firft ceremony whereby they are made Chrif- 
tians, and it anfwers to our circumcifion.) As foon ; 
as the myftcry was performed, this young Prince, 
with an affured countenance, and becoming gravity,, 
fpoke thus to the Prelate: * My father, I humbly. 

* thank you, and (hall be eternally obliged to you : 
*'My parents gave me only an earthly crown, but 

* -you have made me heir, of the kingdom of heaven.* 

, There . 
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Thtrc weye prefent the Queen, the Princcfs of 
Ooode, Car4inal .Mazaiiiiii with diyecs other per- - 
.J^D5 of quality. The. whole affembly were afto- 
zijQ]icd at the child's e^cpreiSon, (being but about 
four y^rs of .ag^) taking it for an bmen of his 
future piety, and extraordinary aftibns. He dif- 
-eoverSiE prcui|>pt wit in. all bis difeourfe, ufing biit 
few wocds^ apd thofe very, appofite. His whole 
dtjportofienE is graceful, and furpHzingly regular.;, 
attended with a difcir^ti^^ which is not looked for, 
but from thofe of riper years. In fine, Nature 
feeais to have fitted him for the Empire to which he 
is born. 

li> tbe fpean time, a^ if Infant Governors were 
BOW be^coipe faftiionable, there ^re, feyeral made 
SaQ^ops^ and Abbots, while they, are yet in the 
^adle. This the inferior Clergy flomach, and the 
X-aky^ grumbl-e,. faying^ That there are like to be 
good times in France, when thoie who are dilcd, . 
ihe Fathers of the Church, are babies. This is « 
' C^r4>naj M^^rin.r's policy, to fa^n the. nobtfity 
to th.e • into^ieftg of the crown,' by. thus lionourlng ; 
their children with the principal dignUie3 of th^ 
€bMFcb* And thou wilt fay, he is a wife maa^ 
in fo doing, when thou confideceft, how great a 
ihare the Btftops and other Ecclefiafiicks have in < 
the wealt4^ of the land. And that he could not 
do the Kiog.a bettjer fervLce, than by difpofing of. 
thefe pr.eCeroienta, to fuch as would, not ooly there- 
by be obJiged to loj^aJty thenifelves, but ^vQ'a^d alfp 
link the fawJiestowhlcbthey belong to the royal 
^auTe. ^ • 

Thou wHt better comprehend th« policy of this . 
-Minifter, in thus endeavouring to fecure the digui- 
fitd Clergy, when thou weigheft th.:ir ftrength and " 
con fidj? reft their nujpber^. 

There are in France 12 ArchbiQiopricks, 104. 
Bifliopricjks ; Coo vcrUs of the greater Order 540, 
Coinyej|it8 of the leffea: Qrd^r 12^3201, Ab,bies i345Q» 
: ' '•' .• * Nunneries 
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Nunneries 67, 708 Friaries, 250 Seminaries of the 
Order of the Knights of Malta, 27,400 Parilh 
Churches, Hoipitats 540, private Chapels or Ora^ 
tories 9,000. To fill all thefe, they reckon 226,000 
Religious or Dervifes, befides 150,000 Parifli 
Priefts. 

It has been ufual, to take an eftimate of the glory^ 
and riches of a Prince from the number of bis 
people 5 but I would.not have thee think the French 
King the wealthier for this prodigious number of 
devotees ; the greateft part of which he has more 
reafon to look upon as an army of enemies, than 
fubiedls. Indeed, the intereft of the Archbifliops, 
Bimops, and Pariib. Prieffs, is twifted with that of 
the crown ; but the Monks and Friars are the Crea- 
tures of the Pope ; and all of them together are not 
maintained with lefs cofts, than the' fourth part of 
the revenues of France, out of which, in former 
times, there went yearly a million of crowns to the 
court of Rome* 

I cannot perceive wherein confifts the policy of 
cheriOiing fo many nefts of fpiritual leeches, who 
fuck the very blood and vitals of the nation ; One 
would think it were fufficiently drained by the royal 
cuftoms, taxes, and impofts. 

Thefe Kings have nrionopolized all the fait of 
the kingdoms into their own hands, which they 
compel their.fubjedb to buy of them at their own 
fates* To this end, they have officers in all part9, 
who vend it for them. It looks as if they took 
care to preferve their fubjefts from corruption, and 
were afraid, left they (hould putrify alive ; there 
being not a man in all their dominions who is not 
obliged to take die quantity which the officers im- 
pofe on him, except in fome particular provinces^ 
which for reafons of ftate,. or by treaty, are ex^ 
empted. The revenue Vhich arifcs to the Kins; 
from this commodity, amounts to near three miC 
Kons of crowns yearly. He bath eight millions 

mor^ 
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nnore coming in by, fubfidies, from the peafantsj 
befides many particular impofts on flefli, wine, 
and other commodities. Yet he loft a confiderable 
part of this revenues,' by farming them out to his 
fubjefls, or mortgaging them in time of war for 
ready money. He has no lefs than thirty thoufand 
officers, that are wholly employed in colleding his 
revenues, whofe penfions and falaries leffen the 
King's income by above half; fo that out Of four- 
fcore millions of crowns, which are yearly fqueezed 
from the people, fcarce thirty millions come entire 
into the King's coffers. 

Thou wilt wonder at the improvidence of thefe 
Infidel Kings, ^and at the fame time condemn their 
tyranny and injuftice, vho opprefs, plunder, and 
*ruin thofe that furnifh them with all neceflaries for 
human fuftenance, to enrich (not themfelves, but) 
a company of greedy caterpillars ; for fuch and no 
better are thole who gather their revenues. It is 
not foin the Sacred Empire of the Ofmans, where 
Juftice has ere<fted her throne, and Oppreffion dares 
"not (hew her face. 

But the French feem born for flavery, they bear 
it fo patiently, without ever afpiring after a re- 
demption. The Chriftians exclaim againft our Ja- 
nizaries, accufing them of infolence, oppreffion, 
rapine, and all the vices to which a licentious 
foldiery are ufually addi£led ; but thefe are trifles 
to what the French Dragoons commit when quar- 
tered upon the poor country people: They rob 
them of all they have, praftifing a thoufand Vi\~ 
lanies, to which the Janizaries are- wholly Itrangers ; 
adulteries pafs for gallantry with them, and rapes 
are counted but the exceffes of an immoderate paf- 
fion ; the hufband muft ftand quietly, whilft his 
wife is in the arms of a domineering Hecftor; the 
father muft behold his daughter deflowered ^ without 
difcovering the leaft regret. Thefe are the methods 
by which this people are mortified, and they feem 

to 
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to be ftupid iinder their calamities, not having^ 
courage enough left to meditate a redrefs, unlefs ic 
be by becoming foldiers themfelves ; for of fuch a» 
thefe is the infantry of France com po fed. Hence 
it is not to be admired, that they are eftcemed the 
feebleft, bafeft, and moft defpicable foldiers of any 
in Europe; fmce not the puifuit of honour, nor 
love to their country, induces them to take up 
arms, but. defpair of living otherwife, being re- 
duced to the moll rigorous extremities on this fide- 
Famine. 

Live thou in the honour with which Go J and our 
Emperor have invefted thee, and conferve thy virtue- 
which will raife thee yet higher. Forget not to- 
bave Mahmut fometimes in thy thoughts, who 
loves thee with a true heart, and ferves thee withi. 
alacrity. 

Paris, ijih of the io:h Moon*, 
of the Yeai 1643, 



LETTER XXIV, 

ToEgriBoyaou, a White Eunuch,^ 

THE French Kings fteer theircourfe ]by other 
maxims of policy, than thofe which are prac- 
tifed at the Sublime Porte. It feems they are not 
apprehenfive of any ambitious defigns in the Princes ^ 
.©f the Blood; fmce they not only. allow them li- 
berty,, but alfo load them with honours. 
. . Thou haft formerly beard me fpeak-pf Henry the • 
-IVth, this King's grandfather, and of the paffionate 
•love he bore to ladies. Among the reft of his-> 
,nftiftrefles,,nonc poflefled a.largpr (hue of his affec- 
tions^. 
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lions, than the Duchefs- of Beaufort ; by her he 

had two fons, the eldeft is called Alexander, the 

other Caefar. They are both now living, and enjoy 

creat pre/erments ; the firft, being made .Grand. 

Prior of the PVench Knights of Malta, which is a 

dignity next to that of a Matter of the Order, v/ha* 

commands the whole ifland. It is obfervable, that 

this Alexander, during his father*s lifetime, had 

attained no higher than to be made a Knight 5 but 

as foon as his brother, Lewis XIII. came to the 

crown, he procured him the honour he now has. 

The fecond brother alfo is made Governor of Bre- 

taigne, and married to the Duke of MarcscuerV 

daughters by which means he is become one 

of the richeft Peers in France. King Henry had. 

alfo two other fons, one of his own name, whom 

he got on the Marchionefs of Verneville : He i^ 

now a Bifliop and Abbot, which are confiderable 

dignities in the church. The other Ton , (hey caJT. 

Antoine, whofe mother was the Coumefs of Morret. 

He' alfo is invefted with the like ecclefiaftical 

honours as his brother Henry, Thefe four brothers, 

though by the French efteemed as baftards (becaufe 

born of the King's concubines) are neverthelefs 

intrjufted with the ofHces and preferments already^ 

.mentioned, without any jealoufy that they will be. 

guilty of finifter pradices to embroil the ftate, or 

gain the crown. And, if I may fpeak freely, there- 

ieems to be jpaore of humanity and Juftice in this 

courfe, jthan in that cruel cuftom of our Sultans, 

who no fooner afcend the throne, but all their 

brethren are immediately facrificed to their fufpi- 

cion, and the ends of ftate ; or, jf they, chance to 

efcape the bowftring, are detained their .whole life-^. 

time in a clofe imprifonment^. which is worfe than. 

. death. . 

Lewis XIII. has alfo left another brother behindi. 
him, born of the fame mother as himfelf. They 
call him the Duke of Orleans;. a man of a daring; 
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fpirit, and great refolution. He was but nevi^Iy 
come to the Court, having been baniflied for fotne 
enterprizes againd his brother. 

It was the opinion of the French, That this Pri nee 
would have a (hare in . the regency 5 but Levi^is 
would by no means confent to it, to the prejudice 
of his Queen, whom he left entirely pofleffed of the 
fovcreign power, till the young King comes of age. 
However, as yet {he holds a fecming correfpondence 
with the Duke of Orleans and the Prince of Condc ; 
by whofe mediations feveral grandees, who were 
prifoners of ftate, are now releafed, and made their 
appearance at the Court. 

From hence thou mayeft gather, that things are 
not managed here with fuch rigour and feveriiy a» 
at Conftantinople 5 where the commands of our 
invincible Emperors are impetuous, and the exe- 
cution fwift. 

There is a Bifliop to whom the Queen Regent 
.feems to be inclined. He has the charafter of a 
very good man, but they fay, he is too fimply hpneft 
for a Courtier, and that Cardinal Mazarini will 
overreach him. However, that Prelate has the 
Queen's ear at prefent, and his creatures extol him 
for a man of great abilities. It is faid, the Queen 
has writ to the Pope, defiring a Cardinal's hat for 
him: And feme whifper, That he will be made the 
Prime Minifter, in the room of Mazarini. To 
fpeak my fentiments, I wi£h he were ; for there 
feems not fo much reafon to apprehend from his 
counfels any notable defign againft the Ottoman 
Porte, as from thofe of the Cardinal, whom I look 
upon as a fecond Richlieu. Here are feveral interefts 
on foot 5 the whole Court is divided into fa<Stions, 
ftriving to undermine and fupplaht each other. 

. It is not here as in Turkey, where the greateft 
Baffas are but the Sultan's flaves. The Princes of 
France are equal to fome fovereign Kings, and upon 
the leaft grudge will raife armies, and give the King 

battle. 
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battle, if he does not come to their terms, and make 
a fatisfaftory compofition. Neither dares the King 
put any of them to death, for fear of the people, who 
generally take their part, being greedy of novelties^ 
and prone to rebel. 

Wouldft thou know by what means the nobility 
of France arrived to fuch a dangerous power ? I tell 
thee, in a word, the Kings them felves have put a 
fvi^ord into their hands, which they fpare not to. 
draw, when their ambition or difcontent prompts 
them to it. They are freed from all ^tribute and, 
homage i have the command of whole provinces . 
committed to them, in which are great numberis of 
-walled towns, forts, and caftles. Thefe great charges 
procure them the efteem and veneration of the peo[>le 
li ving under their government ; who honour them as 
Kines, and readily take up arms in their vindication. 

The Queen Regent is fearful left they {hould take , 
advantage of her fon's minority; and under pre-« . 
tence of reforming the ftate, orferyinethe King's 
intereft, they fhould involve the kingdom in civil 
wars. She keeps a ftrifl: watch over the Duke of 
Orleans, and obferves the Prince of Conde's motions : 
Her guards are doubled, and (he negleds nothing 
that may affure the interefts of the crown. 

Thou who ftandeft by the Silent Fountain, and 
art near the perfon of the Grand Signior, think of 
.doing Mahmut fome good office, who loves cordi- 
ally, ferves faithfully, and prays fervently for the 
health and long life of our glorious Sultan, and 
wiflies thee thy fill of happinefs, 

Paris, a7th of the zoth Mooo» 
ofthe Year 1643* 
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LETTER XXV* 
To the Captain Bafla. 

HERE are arrived feveral hundreds of flaves, 
who have manumitted themfclves by a bold 
adventure; an exploit which, to give them their 
due, has fomething in it of bravery. The place of 
their captivity was Alexandria; thou knoweftthe 
*cifcumftances of that haven. What hazards will 
not the defire of liberty put men upon ? There were 
feVeral thoufand^of Franks in the city, whom the 
reftraint and rigours of fervitude had made weary of 
their lives. Among the.reft, a natrve of Brabant, 
who having been bred up in the art of diftilling 
ibong waters, his Patron hired him a fhop, fur- 
nishing him with all materials and neceflaries to 
^rofccute his calling, in hopes of very profitable 
return. To this man's fhop there was a great refort 
of all the Franks in the city, by which means he 
improved his trade^ and thrived mightily. He was 
a bold fellbWi and took a particular pride in great 
iattempts; and though he might.have' lived very hap- 
pily, and enriched himfelf by his own occupation, 
yet he had another fort of chemiftry to pra£^ife ; 
being refo!ved to draw his fell bw^fl aves ^ who were • 
now become his cuftomers) ofF from the lees of 
defpair, and elevate them to a refolution of feeking 
their freedom. He often harangued them on this 
fubjeft, and a ftridt intelligence was held between 
all the European flaves in that city. At length, it 
was agreed amongft them to feize a certain vefiel, 
that lay in the harbour, and commit themfelves to 
the winds and {he waves. This was carried on 
with fo much fecrecy, and fo dextrous a conduft, 
that, unfufpedled, above two thoufand of them got 
aboard, and put out to fea« Th« wind favouring 
8 them^ 
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<!iem, th(?y firftarrived at Candia, where they latidc^ 
fome hundreds of their crew; after thfs, thef 
touched at Malta, where they difpofed ,of othe|-s ; 
then at Livorno in Italy; and Jaftfy came fafe'at 
Alarfeilles, where the remainder came afhbre. Thefc 
are natives of France, England, Brabant, and Hol- 
land, with two SpanifliPiiefts, 

The inhabitants of Paris are very charitable to 
them, efpecijdiy thc^merchants, who trjffick in the 
Levant, of which there are great numbers in this 
city^ TheCJer-gyial(o. have made a colle^ioiT for 
them i and, it is faid, the Queen Regent has ordered 
her Almoner to, diHribute. three thoufand ctpwns 
anipng them. 

TThey inveigh bitterly, againfl: the Maffulmans* 
curling our Holy Prophet, and thanking their good| 
ftars, for thus fortunately redeeming them from an 
infupportable flavery. I cannot fee wherein they 
merit blanic in all this, it being natural for all men 
to covet liberty; and to rejoice when they have 
efcaped any misfortune, Iproteft I cannot be angry 
with them in my heart for any thing, but the blas- 
phemies they vomit againft the Meflenger of God. 
The reft are actions as natural as tfo eat and drink. 
^Self-pre^e^vaV^pn being common to all animals, 
there feems as much reafqn to condemn a bird that 
chirps and triumphs when Ihe feels herfelf upon the 
wing, ranging the balmy air, being newly releafed 
from the cage, as to find fault with thefe fellows 
for rejoicing that they have efcaped the confinement 
and hardfhips of captivity. 

However, it is an unpardonable negle6t of the 
guards who belong to that city, to fuffcr thefc 
Infidels thus to give them the flip. So cul- 
pable a remiflhefs may coft fome of them their 
heads. 

The Great God, whofe power is manifeftcd in ^ 
the ocean, as well as on the dry land, furnifh thee 
with as favourable winds as thefe fugitives had, 

whefl^ 
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when thou failed to execute the orders of the Grandl 
Signior. 

Parts, «oth of the xzth Mood, 
of the Year 1643. ^ 



LETTER XXVL 
To Muftapha Guir, an Eunuch Page. 

THIS Court has within thelib three days put on 
another face than it had ever fince the royal 
bV^quies were performed. One would^ hardly 
think it the fame, were it not for the mourning they 
ftill wear, on the account of the late King's death. 
This is a formality ufed aU over Chriftendom in fuch 
cafes, and ferves for a difguife to hypocrites. The 
French grandees make ufe of it to mafque their 
feveral politick defigns. They wear black, the 
emblem of fadnefs, to denote their grief for the dead 
Monarch, and yet they feaft and revel, to the end 
they may fend more ot the royal blood after him. 
The matter I am going to inform thce'of is tragical 
in itfelf, and had ^en worfe, but for the prevention 
of Providence. 

Three days ago the Princes of the Blood, with 
fivers of the prime Nobility, were invited to a feaft 
by the Queen's order. The place, where it was 
keptis called the New Caftle. It is needlefs for me 
to defcribe the magnificent entertainment ; thou ' 
niayeft conclude,^ all things were performed with 
great coft and majefty. They banqueted with wine 
to excefs; infomuch as the Duke of Orleans, about 
midnight, walking through a gallery, was fo inebri- 
ated with the juice of the grape, that he fell afleep on 
acoucb^ which flood about the middle of the walk ; 
7 he 
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Ive was wrapped in his cloke, a garment well known 
in the Court, .by the large diamond that buttoned it 
before; but nobody came by that way, tilL two 
hours afterwards, a certain French Lord, pamng to 
bis lodging, tQok notice of a man afieep on the 
couch, and drawing nearer, knew it to be the Duke* 
Wondering what mould be the meaning of it, he 
enquired of the Duke's Page, thatftood not far off, 
who told him, ' His rtaftfer was overcome with wine/ 
The Lord, hot thinking it convenient to leave a 
Prince of the Blood in fuch a place, at fuch a time 
of the night, caufed his fervants to take him up, and 
carry him tp his own lodgings, who, for the 
greater conveniency, left the cloke behind upon the 
couch. As foon as they were gone, the Duke's 
Page puts on the cloke, and being alfo tired with 
watching, laid himfelf down to fleep. The Duke, 
not long after, awakes, and called for his Page, not 
knowing where he was. The fervants of the 1^'rench 
Lord immediately ran to the Page, but found him 
dea<i upon the couch, being ftabbed through the 
heart. Thou mayeft imagine what a furprize the 
whole Court was in, when this accident was known. 
Next morning, ftrid inquifition was made into this 
aftair, but nothing brought to light; only it was 
obfcrved that, about three o'clock in the morning, 
an unknown perfpn was feen by the centinels to be 
let into Cardinal Mazarini's apartment. The bud- 
Refs was hu(hed up ; yet people fpare not to whif- 
per that the Cardinal was privy to the murder; 
adding^ that the blow was given by miftake, the 
Page being ftippofed to be the Duke, as he hy 
wrapped /up in that remarkable cloke. It is com- 
mon in thefe Infidel countries for great men to hire 
ruiEans to execute their revenge. And thefe fellows 
are as pron^pt and dexterous at a private murder, as 
fiur Mutes are to execute the pleafure of the Grand- 
Signior^ when he commands them to ftrangle any 
effending Baflkt But they will have half the price of 
Vol. U. 1 theic 
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their villany btforelian^, ind the rcfidue when it n 
accomplifted. Thus is innf<!ik:ent folood become a 
merchandize : They trajS&ck for afTaffinations ; and 
a man cannot call his life his own,fince at that very 
inftant it may be fcooght by attother. I have not 
heard that fuch a detefiable wickednefs has ever 
been praftifed in the Empire of the MuiTiilmans, 
much lefs in the Seraglios of our Sultans, which 
arc the manfions of juftice and virtue. 

One of the Grandees of France (whom they call 
the Duke of Beaufort) takes inceffarit pains to find 
out the author of this murder, Heis a mortal enemy 
of Cardinal Mazarini, and would give half the 
revenue of his Dukedom, could he remove him out 
of the kingdom. He infinuates very plaufible fuf- 
picions into the minds ©f the Courtiers, to render 
liim odious. He dares not openly accufe him of 
being accefiary to the Page's death, having no evident 
proofs againft him ; but he endeavours to create in 
all men a- belief, that he had a hand in it. He has 
coniulted a magician, who has fliewed him the 
figure of the murderer ift a glafs, and by another 
cffeft of his enchantments has prefentcd him with a 
pifture, drawn from the magical portraiture in the 
glafs, which the Duke had caufed to be imitated by 
the fkilfulJeft mafteTs in France, fending the copies 
in great numbers to all parts of the kingdom, with 
orders to the governors of -towns and cities, efpeci- 
ally fuch as are on the frontiers and fea-coafts, to 
caufe all travellers to be brought before them, and 
confronted v^ith the prfture ; that fo (if poffible) 
the murderer may bedifcovered, who will not fail to 
be put to all the tortures they can invent, to draw a 
cojrfeflion from him, * That Cardinal Mazarini had 
' contrived the murder of the Duke of Orleans, 
* though by miftake it was executed on hi$ Page.* 
But the Cardinal is even with him, having accufed 
him to the Queen, of defigning to murder him: 
whereupon the Duke is fent piifoner to the caflrle of 

the 
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the vfood of Vincicnncs. This makes the creatures 
of Beaufort to murmur, and fajr. There is a higher 
hand than the Cardinals alone in the contrivance of 
this murder. Libelsare fcattered up and down the 
ftreets ; and it is faid, That the ghoft of the Page 
has been ofcen feen to walk in the royal apartments. 

In the mean time I wait all opportunities to> do 
the Grand Signior fome effectual .fer vice, fnatchin^ 
every contingency which may advance the Ottoman 
intereft. Neither am I forgetful to oblige my 
friends. 

The Great God preferve thee from untimely^ 
death, and give thee favour with the Sultan. 

Paris, 30th of the nth Moon, 
of the Year 1643. 
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To Pefteli Hali, his Brother; 

WHEN I wrote laft to thee, I thought I flifculd 
have taken a farther journey than thou ; 
Afia was the defigned ftage of thy travel ; but I 
looked on myfelf at that time as bound for another 
world ; and therefore, having no hopes of ever 
feeing thee again in this, I gave thee a folemn adieu. 
It is now four years fince that letter was writ, during, 
which thou haft feen many ftrange things in the 
Eaft, while I have obferved fome remarkables in the 
Weft. Thou art returned fafe to Conftantinople, 
and I am ftill alive in Paris. I am overjoyed to hear 
I have a brother living j I hope thou wilt not be 
forry that I have hitherto efcaped the ftroke of death • 
We two are the only furviving of all our race; let 
us love one another, as though there were nothing 
I 2 elfe 
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elfc in the world for us to love. As for our mother, 
I know not whether £he be on earth, or in paradife. 
The laft letter (he fcnt me exprcfled her grief for the 
death of her fecond hulbaud, fmce which eighteen 
Moons are elapfed, and I have heard nothing of her. 
I defire thee, if thou haft any tenderncfs for Mah- 
mut, to fatisfy me whether (he is living or dead. 
Perhaps fhe is married again, and may be removed 
into fome unknown country. I am perplexed with 
z thoufand anxieties about her. 

Remember that the tribe to which we belong, 
was none of the moft obfcure in Arabia. Let us 
imitate the virtues of our kindred, without meddling 
with their vices j in fuch a family it will not be diffi- 
cult to And fome good examples, and fuch as are 
worthy to be followed. Let us learn temperance 
from one, prudence from another, magnanimity 
from a third, and the rules of piety and juftice fronfi 
them all. This I take to be a proper method to 
acquire an excellency in virtue, and to root good 
habits in us; it being certain, that pradical exam- 
ples have more influence on men, than the moft 
pithy and fage inftruftions. Who can refled on the 
incomparable modefly of Ufeph, my father's brother, 
and not be charmed ? Thou raayeft remember with 
how fweet a grace of mildnefs and condefcenfion all 
his a£lions were adorned. He was efteemed the moft 
polite-man in thofe parts. From him we may learn 
to bear injuries patiently, and not to grow p^evifh 
at the impertinences of the vulgar : Not to be of a 
rugged temper, fierce or revengeful, but to be 
always of an even deportment, purfuing all men 
with civilities, and good offices ; the very nature, of - 
which brings its own reward along with it (if there 
were no others) the mind being fed with an inex- 
pr'eflible complacency, after fuch generous per- 
formances. 

Mehemet Ali, our kinfman, was. a man of fingu- 
lar government and moderation. He was neither. 

vainly 



1 



A SPY AT PARIS. 173 

Vaiply fond of his friend, nor humorous or cold. 
He rejecSed flatterers, and was not concerned at 
ilanderers. He was neither fuperftitious nor profane; 
liberal without pride, frugal without avarice, and 
in all things he carried himfelf with exquifite fobri- 
cty and reafon* 

Such men as thefe we ought to fet before us, 
as patterns of a good Iffe 5 and, in following their 
fteps, we ftiall honour the family from which wc 
delcend. 

- in perufing thy letter, I find thou haft made fome 
profitable remarks in thy travels. Thou haft been 
at the Courts of feveral great and illuftrious Princes, 
and returneft home enriched with a treafury of 
jewels, of a far higher price than rubies and dia- 
monds. The knowledge which thou haft pur- 
chafed is a merchandize for Kings, and will render 
thee acceptable to the Sovereigns of the earth. Thou 
haft improved much in a little time, and (halt reap^ 
the honour and profit pf thy experience all the days 
-of thy life. 

It vjfill be a kind office, if thou wilt gratify thy 
brother with feme of thofe choice obfervations thou 
haft made. I have a particular defire t^ be informed 
of many things in the Indies. Our coufin Ifouf is 
covetous of -his memoirs; he will not impart any 
thing to me, though he has likewife traverfed all the 
Eaft. I would fain kno\y- the age and character 
of the prefent Mogul. Here is a rortuguefe in the 
city, with whom I fometimes converfe: He hat 
been at Indoftan, and fays. That the prefent Em- 
peror of that country is a man of no great abilities ; 
fufFering his affairs to be managed by the conduct of 
women : That he has more than ordinary familiarity 
with one of his daughters : That he has four fons, 
whom he has made Sovereigns of provinces : They 
are Princes of adtive fpirits ; and, he fays, it is feared 
tJiey will one day depofc their father* 

1 3 He 
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He tells a remarkable ftory of the Great MoguPs 
being onc^ in danger of his life ; which, becaufe it 
has fomething in it very extraordinary, I will in 
brief relate it to thee. 

It happened that this Prince was riding on one of 
his elephants in the province of Caihemire, when 
iiiddenly the bead grew raging mad ; it feems it is 
the nature of thefe animals, when they are ftung 
with iijift, at certain times of the year, to fall into a 
kind of phrenzy, which (if not timely obviated) will 
Lift forty days. He, whofe office it was to manage 
* the elephant, perceiving that the King^s life was in 
apparent danger, through the furious humour of the 
beaft, had not dme to fay any more to^the King, but 
only thefe words.: * There is but this only way to 

• fave your life, that I facrifice mine to the elephant, 

* which 1 freely do, as an unfeigned teftmiony of 
' r y loyalty/ VVith that he caft himfelf at the ele- 
f^hu'nt's feet, which immediately took him up with 
h s trunk) and killed him, and fo became pacified^ 
The King, aftonifhed at fo furprizing an accident^ 
and to teflify bis gratitude for fo impajr^luslkd a fidelity^ 
fent for this man's fons, and having aiked them^ 
Whether they could have reiblutton enoosh to 
follow their father's examples in fuch a caie; to 
which they all answering, * That his Majefly might 

* fee it immediately, if he pleafe to give but the 

• word/ the King caufed rich vefts to be beftowed 
on every one of them, withjother prefents,'and made 
them the chief mafters of his elephants throughout 
the Empire. The Portuguefe added. That in token 
of thankfulnefs to Heaven for fofignal a prefervation, 
the Emperor gave royal and magnificent alms to all 
the poor in that province^ vowing never to ride 
again oil an elephant, fmce it had coft him the life 
of one of his moft faithful fervants. 

If thou haft met with any inftances of fo remark* 

able a virtue, infert them in thy letter ; for, what^ 

.^■evcr may be in the Eaft, a man may live whole ages 

I 4 in 
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in the Weftern parti, before lie (hall find fiich un- 
Ihaken fidelity in a fervant. The King Eternal caft 
an eye of favour on thee, and reward thee for the 
love thou beareA to our glorious Suhai)* 

Paris^ x6th of the i%xh Moon» 
of the Year 164}. 
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LETTER I. 

To Ibrahim Haly Cheik, a Man of the 
Law. 

HERE is a man come to this city, if he may 
be called a man» who pretends to have lived 
about thefe fixteen hundred years. They 
call him the Wandering Jew. But feme fay, he is 
an Impoftor. He fays of himfelf, that he was Uflier 
to the Divan in Jerufalem (the Jews call it the 
Court of Judgment) where all criminal caufes were 
tried, at the time when Jefus, the fon of Mary, 
the Chriftiaa's Meffias, was condemned by Pontius 
p : Pilate, 
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Imitate, the Roman Prefidcnt: That his name was 
Alichob Ader; and that, for thrufting Jefus out 
of the halU with thefc words, * Go, why tarricft 

* thou ?* The Meffias anfwered him again ; * I go, 

* but tarry thou till I come ;' thereby condemning 
^hitn to live till the day of judgment. He pretends 

to remember the Apoftles that lived in thofe days^ 
and that hehim'felf was baptized by one of them : 
That he. has travelled through all the regions of the 
world, and fo muft continue to be a vagabond till 
the Meffias (hall return again. They fay, that he 
heals difeafes, by touching the party a(Fe<9ed. Divers 
other miracles are afcribed to him bv the ignorant 
and fuperftitious ; but the learned, tne noble, and 
'the great, cenfure him as a counterfeit, or a mad- 
man. Yet there are who affirm, that it is out 
xronvincing argument of the reality of his pretence, 
that he has hitherto efcaped a prifon, efpecially in 
.thefe countries where the authors of all innova* 
tions are feverely puni(hed» He has efcaped the in- 
quifition at Rome, in Spain, and in Portugal, whicl^ 
the vulgar will have to be an evident miracle. 

One day I had the curiofity to difcourfe with hint 
in feveral languages, and I found him matter of aH 
thofe that I could fpeak. I converfed with hinx 
five or fix hours together in Arabick. He told me, 
that there was (carce a true hiftory to be found. I 
afked him, What he thought of Mahomet, the Pro- 
phet and Lawgiver of the MufTulmahs ? He an- 
fwered. That he knew his father very well, and had 
been often in his company at Ormus in Perfia ; 
thatJVIahomet was a man full of light and a divine 
fpirit, but had his errors as well as other mortals ; 
and that his chiefeft was, in denying the crucifixion 
of the Meffias ; for, faid he, 1 was then prefcnt, 
and faw him hang on the crofs, with thefe eyes of 
mine. He accufed the Muffulmans of impofture, 
in making the world believe, that the tomb of their 
Prophet hangs miraculoudy between Heaven and 
Is Earth, 
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Earth, faying. That he himfelf had feen iti and that 
it was built after the manner of other fcpulchres. 
Thou who haft been at the Holy Place, know^eft 
vrhether this be falfe or true. He upbraids the 
Perfian Mahometans with luxury, the Ottomans 
with tyranny, the Arabians with robbery, the 
Moors with cruelty., and the MuflTuImans of the 
Indies with atheifm : Nor does he fpare to reproach 
the Chrifiian churches : He taxes the Roman and 
Grecian with the pompous idolatry of the Heathens. 
He accufes the Ethiopian withjudaifm, the Arme^ 
nian wkh herefios ; and fays. That the Proteftants, 
if they would live according to their profeffion, 
would be the beft Chriftians. 

He told me, he was in Rome when Nero fet fire 
to the city, and ftood triumphing on the top of a 
hill to behold its flames. That he faw Saladine's 
return from bis conquefts in the Eaft, when he 
caufed his ibirt to be carried on the top of a fpear, 
vrith this proclamation ; * Saladine, Liord of many 
*^ rich countries, Conqueror of the Eaft, ever vidori- 

* ous and happy, when he dies, (hall have no other 

* memorial left of all his glories, but only this poor 

* fcif t/ 

He relates many remarkable paflages of Solyman 
the Magnificent, whereof our hiftories are filent ^ 
and fays, he was in Conftantinople, when Solyman 
built that Royal Mofque, which goes by his name/ 
He knew Tamerlane the Scythian, and told me,^ 
that be was fo called, becaufe he baited with'one 
leg. He pretends alfo to have beei^ acquainted 
with Scanderbeg, the valiant and fortunate Prince 
of Epirus, , He feemed to pity the infupportable 
calamity of Bajazet, whom he had feen carried 
about in a cage by Tamerlane's order. He accufes 
the Scythian, of too barbarous an infult on the un- 
fortunate Sukan. He remembers the ancient Ca- 
liphs of Babylon and Egypt ; the empire of the 
Saracens, and the wars in the Holy Land. He 

highJjt 
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' highly extols the valour and conduA of the ie« 
nowaed Godfrey of BuIlo»gn. He gives an accurate 
account pf the rire, p^'ogrefs^ eftabli{hment» and 
rubverfion of the Mamalukes Iq Egypt. He fays» 
lie has wafhed himfelf in the two head fprings of 
the river Nile, which arife in the moft Southern 
part of iEthippia. That it^ increafe is occaftoned 
by the great rains in ^thiopi^, which fwell all the 
rivers that fall into the Nile, and cauib that vaft 
inundation, whigb has fo much puzzled philotbphy 
to find out the origin. He fays^ that the river x 
Ganges in India) is brqader and deeper than the 
]^7ile ; that the river Niger in Africa is longer by* 
fojme hundreds of miles ; and that he can remem- 
ber a time, when the river Nile overflowed not till 
three months after the ufual feafon. 

Having profeQed himfelf an univerfal traveUer,.. 
and that thkre. was no corner of the earth where he 
had not been prefent, I. began to comfort myfejf 
■with the hopes of fame news from the Ten Tribes 
of IfraeU that were carried into captivity by Sal^ 
manafiar King of AfTyria, and could never be heard 
of fmce. . I afked him feveral queftions, concerning^ 
them, but found no fatisfaSory anfwer. Only he 
told me, that both in Afia, Africa and Europe, he 
had taken notice of a fort of people, who (though 
not Jews in profeffiqn) yet retained fome chara<5le-^ 
rifticks, whereby one might difcover them to he- 
defcended of that nation. 

In Livonia, Ruffia, and Finlagd, he had met with 
people of diftinS languages from that of the coun- 
try, having a great mixture of Hebrew words ; that 
thefe abftained from fwines flefli, blood, and things 
ftrang^ed. That in their lamentations for the dead^ 
they always ufed thefe words [Jcru-Jeru, Mafca 
Salem.] By which he thought, they call to re» 
membrance Jsrufalcm and Damafcus, thofe two fa- 
mous cities of Paleftine and Syria. In the Circaf- 
funs alfo.be had traced feme footfteps of Judaifip ;« 
L 6 their 
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their cuftoms, manner of life, feafts, marriages, aiicf 
facrifice^, being not far removed from the itifticu- 
tions of the Mofaick Law* But what h moil re- 
markable,. he faid that he had cpnverfed with pro- 

1 fcffed Jews in the North parts of Alia, who never 
fo much as heard of Jefus, the fon of Mary, or 
of the revolutions in Judea after his death, tbe 
liege and deftrudion of Jcrufalem, or any other 
matters wherewith all hiflories abound concerning 
that nation. He faid moreover, that thefe Jews 
had only the Pentateuch, not having beard of tbe 
reft of thofe books which compofe the greateft part 
of the Old Teftameht ; and that this Pentateuch 
was written in a fort of Hebrew, far different from 

' that which is now commonly fpoken by the reft of 
the difpcrfed Jews throughout the world. That tbe 
number of thefe Jews was infinite. And finally^ 
he thought, that thefe (if any) were the true pofte- 
rity of thofe Ten captive Tribes. 

Having mentionea the deftruction of Jerufalem, 
I alked him, where he was at that time ? He told 
me, in the court of Vefpafian at Rome,^ and that he 
had heard the Emperor fay, when he underftood 
the Temple of Solomon was burnt to afhes, * He 
* bad rather all Rome had been fet on fire.' Here 
the old man fell a weeping himfelf, lamenting the 
ruins of that noble ftrudture, which he defcribed 
to me as familiarly, as if he had feen it but yefter- 
^ay. He fays, that Jofephus wrpte partially of the 
feditious in the city, being related to one of the 
chief ringleaders, whom therefore he fpared, being 
loth to ftatn the reputation of his own family taail 
pofterity. 

I tell thee. Sage Cbeik, if this man's pretence* 
be true, he re fo full of choice memoirs, and ha»> 
been witnefs to fo many grand tranfaftions for the 

•fpace of fixteen centuries of years, that he may 

^not unfitly be called, A Living Chronology, the 
Proto-Notary of the Chxiftians. Hegira, or Prin.- 

cipal 
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cipal Recorder of that which they efteem the Laft 
Epocha of the World's Duration. - ' 

By his loolcs one would take him for a relick of 
the Old World, or one of the Long-lived Fathers 
b^ore the Flood. To fpeak modeffly, he tXHLy pafs 
for the Younger Brother of Time. 

It would be endlefs to tell thee how many other 
difcourfes we had of his travels and memoirs, till 
tired with his company, and judging all to be a cheaty 
I took my leave. 

I tell thee, he fcems to be a man well verfed in 
all hiftories, a great traveller, and one that afTe£ls 
" to be counted an extraordinary perfon. The com- 
mon people are ready to adore him ; and the very 
fear of the multitude reftrains the Magiftrates from 
offering any violence to this impoftor. 

Live thou in the exercife of thy reafon, which 
will not permit thee to be feduced into errors, by 
the fubtle infinuations of men. Continue to love 
Mahmut, who honours thee without a iidion* 

Paris, 4th of the ift MoOB> 
of the Year 1644* » ^ 
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LETTER II. ' 

To the Sdiftar Aga, or Sword-BearerJ 



TEaloufyy the bane of publick alliances, as wejl 
J as of private friendfliip, has carried the arms of 
Swedeland into Denmark, at a time when leaft isx- 
pe£ted. 
All Europe was alarmed at the news of this fur- 

Jrizing invafion ; it being thought that the Swedes 
ad work enough cut out for them in Germany. 

However, few could penetrate into the reafons 
which induced them to refpite the Imperialifts, ai\d 
Bt the Cime time carry the war into the dominions 
of King Chriftian, who by his mediation, and other 
good omces between the German Emperor and 
tnat crown, merited another kind of return than an 
hoftile invafion* 

But the peacemaker has moft times athankleis 
office. I have feen a Gentleman epdeayouring to 
part or pacify two of his friends, encountering in 
the ftreets of Paris, and has received the point of 
one of their rapiers in his heart for his kindnefs*. 
So fared it with the King of Denmark, who was 
accepted of by both parties, as umpire of the 
quarre), and had fent his AmbafTador to Munfter,. 
where he treated fo fuccefsfully with the Imperia.- 
lifts, that he brought them to terms very advan- 
tageous to the Swedes j yet the firft overtures of 
his mediation gave fo great a fufpicion to that na^ 
tion, that while the Dan ifh AmbafTador was actually 
concluding a peace for them, they commence a war,, 
or rather tranflate it from the provinces of the Em- 
pire to Scania, entering that country with twelve 
thoufand men. And to (hew the world they were 
ineariieft, they privately treat with, the Hollanders 

t«r 
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to affift them with a fleet and men, which was 
granted them under the command of Admiral Martin 
Tyes. 

At the fame time. General Torftenfon entered 
Holftein, where he advanced with admirable Cue- 
cefs ; took Kiel by furprize ; and paffing forward, 
poffeffird himfelf of Jutland, driving KingChriftiaa 
into a corner of his dominions ; For now he had 
only Zealand and Fionia left, which are two iflands, 
the formef whereof commands the pafTage into the 
Baltick Sea. 

Here the King of Denm^ifk finds himfelf befet 

with difficulties and dangers by fea and land -, yet 

in regard his greateft ftrength lay in his (hipping, 

he wholly appnes himfelf to rig and man out a good 

fleet* At the fame time, he informs his Ally of 

this unjuil war, and made paflionate complaints to 

the Emperor, for whofe fake all this befel hinj, im- 

plorine his friendQiip and aid in i'o great a calamity* 

The Emperor fends Galaffo with forces, who en- ' 

taring the territories of Hamburgh and Lubeck, a 

league was negociated between the Emperor and the 

Danifh King. But by the artifices ot the French 

and Holland Ambafladors at Copenhagen, the King 

« was difTuaded from making an alliance with the 

Houfe of Auftria. 

However, the Dunkirkers offered King Chrif- 
tian to maintain a confiderable fleet in the Sound 
at their own charge, which he feemed to accept 
of. 

All the Minifters endeavour to play their own 

fame, and abufe the goodnefs of the unfortunate 
Ling. Whilft in the mean time he lofes ground 
ki Holftein j General Torftenfon having taken Chrifr- 
tianprys, a very ftrong place. 

What will be the iffue of thefe tranfaflions, 
time will manifeft; but were not this King mafler 
of an extraordinary virtue, he would fmk under fo 

many 
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many preflures, being a man of great age* ^ But 
God fupports whom he pleafes. 

Pari», ftoth of the zft Moop« 
of the Year x644« 



LETTER IIL 

To Cari Hali, the Phyfician at Canftan«i 
tinople. 

THOU haft feen many in the irnuvof death, 
wreftling with the Grimi Monarch of Sha- 
idows, who by the privilege of an excellent confti- 
tution, have difengaged themfelves from his clutches, 
and flood at open defiance with him for feme years 
afterwards. But I queftion whether thou haft ever 
known any, whom that conqueror has once laid in 
the duft, that ever recovered again. ' ' 

In a village about half a league from this city, 
there died a man (or at leaft he feemed to die) about 
a week ago. He was ftretched forth into the pofture 
fitteft for his coffin, by the hands of two old wo- 
men. His relations and friends -flocked about hi^ 
body, to pray for his foul, as is the cuflom of the 
Chriftians. The houfe was filled with tears and 
fighs, and a mournful cloud fat on every brow : He 
lay thus for the fpace of thirty-five hours, dead, m 
the fuppofition of all his family ; when the watchers, 
who fat bv, were fuddenly aftoniflied to hear him 
fneeze : They ran away at firft, as people affrighted 
at fomeghaftly vifion, and alarmed the whole neigh- 
bourhood with the news. Phyficians were fent for, 
yfho caufmg him to be laid in a warm bed, and 

uflDg 
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•^iifihg -proper applications, he recovered his fenfcs, 

and by degrees his fpeech : They are in hopes to 

reftore him to perfect health again : He relates to 

his vUitants many ftrange things that he has ken 

and heard during the thirty-five hours that he was 

thought to be dead. He fays, he has been before 

the throne of God, and has {ten all the orders of 

Angels; that he was commanded to return back 

again to his body, to warn men of the approaching 

Day of Judgment. He preaches repentance and 

good works to all that come near him. Hence it 

is, that the devouter fort of people refort to his 

houfe in pilgrimage, efteeming him a Saint. They 

fay, he has anticipated the general Refurreftion, to 

give a frefli proof of it to this unbelieving age, and 

to evince that it will come to pafs before he (hall 

Suit his body : He prophefies the converfion of the 
ews to be near at hand, and that the Muflulmans 
Ihall embrace the Chriflian Faith. 

Such as are fond of novelties, and fuperftitioufly 
inclined, believe what he fays to be as true as the 
Alcoran ; but the learned impute it all to the fumes 
of melancholy, to which he was always naturally 
prone. For my part, who believe that Mahortieti, 
-the meflenger of God, was the laft, and feal of all 
the. Prophets, I look for none after him, nor am t 
credulous of every one, who pretends to a 'divine 
*commiffion. Yet, when I am in company with 
fuch as are this maa's admirers, I talk as they do, 
and feem what I am. not, that I may the better ac- 
quit my felf what I really am. Befules, it is not 
prudence to provoke the fury of bigots, by oppof- 
ingtheir fentiments. 

They relate a ftory of a man who died in this 
city fome hundreds of years ago, and it is upon re- 
cord, that this perfon during his lifetime, was 
lefteemed a very holy man, but after his death, while 
. they wprc performing^ his funeral obfequies, and 
carrying the body ^rou^d the ^hurch in proceffion, 

he 
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ke Aiddenlv ftarted up from the bier on which &e 
was carried, pronouncin|; thefe words witlvan au- 
dible voice, ^ I am arraigned before the judgtncnt- 

* feat of God/ All that heard him fpeak, ivere 
aftoni£bed at fe furpfizing an eveot, and the priefts 
who fang the hymn, of reft to. his foul for a whii& 
defifled. fiu| again going on with their proceflion 
and hymns, he arofe the fecond time, and faid 
aloud, ^ I am tried at God's Tribunal.' This put 
another ftop to the folemnity, till after fome delibe- 
rations, they refolved to proceed a third time, when 
he ftarted up again, and faixl, ^ I am condemned by 

* the juft fentence of God.* This put a final ftop 
to the funeral ceiemoniei. They would no longer 
chant a reft to the foul of him, whofe*^dead body 
arofe, and pronounced him damned. Neither would 
they bury his body in coniecrated ground, vthofk 
foul they knew was lodged in hell, by a voice front 
the dead. There is an Order of Dervifes, called 
Carthufians, who, they iay, are a ftandin^ monu* 
ment of the truth of this relation. For one Bruno, 
beiog touched with compunf^ion at fo tremendous. 
Aa accident^ immediately forfook the fociety of meiy, 
aed led a contemplative life in exquifite fllence, ab- 
ftinence, fafting, and prayer, enjoining all his fol- 

-lowers to do the like; who are now fpread inta 
moft parts of Chriftendom^ having magnificent mo- 
safteries, fl^reat immunities, and are efleemed the 
ftridieft Order of the Roman Church. They are 
ferved in the markets before tlie King himfelf. If 
any Dervife of another Order defires to come into 
this, he^ may \ but from this there is no return* 
They dig a part of their own grave every day, havt- 
ing every cxne a cell, and a garden to himfelf. They 
converfe with one another but once a week. And 
if when they are walking into the Cloyfters of their 
Monaflery, they happen to fpy a ftranger, they 
feud away into their cells, as conies into their holes 
^t the fight of a dog. They neyer tafte ^f 9e£h» . 

and 
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and are obliged to pray eight hours out of the four 
arid twenty.^ 

This Order has afForded eminent fcholars and 
Aatefmen 5 but now it is like to have men of ano- 
try^er charadler for its profelytes j for fince the refi*r- 
ireilion of this new Prophet, I mentioned in the 
beginning of my ktter, the rabble are all turning 
Carthufians. 

Thou who art acquainted with the nature of ec- 
ftafies and trances, wilt know what to judge of 
tHis man's raptures. The great Cardan could fall 
Into them when he pleafed ; and I have heard of a 
learned Mahometan Dervife in the Indies, that had 
^he^ art of withdrawing his foul from the body, at 
"^vhich times he beheld divine and celeftial things, 
not by way of contemplation, but real intuition. 
'VVe muft acknowledge thefe to be the favourites of 
Heaven, friends of naturei and privy to thefecrets 
of both worlds. . 

I defire thee to write me fome news of my friends, 
for I can hea^ nothing from them ; which makes 
me think myfelf among the dead, and quite for- 
gotten. If thou ftill retaincft thy wonted cheerful 
nefs, thou art happy. Sadnefs is the bane of the 
foul, from which 1 pray Heaven prefervc both the© 
and me. 

Paris, a6th of the xft MooO| 
of the Year 1644. 
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LETTER IV. 

To William Vofpel, a Chriftian Rcclufc 
of Auftria. 



I Am a Chriftian as welt as thou, and yet I cannot 
find a reafon to live after thy manner. Not that 
I reprehend thy choice, but I confult my own bap- 
pinefs. I could willingly embrace a monaf^ick. life, 
were it not for the vow of obedience. Thofe of 
chaftityand poverty are not fo frightful. But to be 
abfolutely refigned to the will of a fuperior (who 
may be a thoufand times more vicious than myfelf) 
is far more irkfome, than to be a flave in Turkey. 
There a man may pave himfelf a way to many en- 
joyments in the midft of captivity, and fweetcn his 
,worft condition with the hopes of freedom one time 
or other : But here I muft be condemned to an ever- 
lafting fervitude, and fuch an one, as renders it a 
crime fo much as to think of pleafure, or dream of 
a releafe. I muft be ever confined, to obey one that 
"perhaps is not mafter of himfelf; to humour all his 
caprices; to give the lie to that fenfe and reafon, 
with which God and Nature have endued me: To 
make black and white, good and evil, reciprocal 
terms ; though every one knows, they are perfeft 
contradidions. In fine, Ifliuft refolve in all things 
(not excepting my very thoughts) to be conduced 
by him, who, for ought I know, follows no other 
guide but his own irregular pafliony. What will 
then become of me, after fuch an unreafonable for- 
feiture of my native liberty ? I will tell thee, in 
one word; from a rational creature, I fhall be 
changed to ^ brute; from a man to a fot ; and, 

having 
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having now fome fparks of virtue, I (hall then be 
iriade the rendezvous of all vice. 

Think not that I go about to make thee hate the 
manner of life thou haft chofen : Though I efteem 
thee miferable, do not judge fo of thyfelf. Thou 
mayeft find a great deal of pleafure in that reftraint, 
which to' me would be the tnoft infupportable cala- 
mity in the world ; and it may be as eafy for thee 
to fubmit to the will of another, as it is hard for . 
me to comply with my own. I am of fo wavering 
a conftitution, that 1 cannot, without great diffi- 
culty, pleafe myfelf^j much lefs could I be able to 
humour the extravagancies of a foul, different from 
mine. I have obferved, that (hould 1 follow the 
motions of my owji proper inclination at all times, 
I {hould do many things whereof I might afterwards 
repent : Why may not the cafe be the fame, or 
worfe, if I blindly obey "the will of a ftranger ? . 
Am I fure that he is a good man ? Or* if he be fo 
to-day, how do I know but that he may be other- 
wife to-morrow ? Nay, what fecurity can be given 
me, that if he be a Saint this hour, he will not be 
a Devil the next ? Since the temper, of a man Varies 
as often, and fufFers as many alterations as the ele- 
ments do, out of which he is compounded : Where 
then caii be the reafon, of giving myfelf wholly up 
to any man's difpoial all my lifetime ? Is it not 
fufficient to obey the Sovereign Prelate, who com- 
mands the whole church, yet impofes not the dic- 
tates of hi$ own will as a law, but governs all Chrif- 
tians according to the ancient Traditions, facred 
Canons, and Decrees of the Apoftles, Fathers^ and 
Councils? Whereas, thofe who prefide over the. 
Convents of the Religious, many times rule arbi- 
trarily,^ commanding their fubjedls to do thofe. 
things,'which are diametrically oppofite to the very 
fundamental rules of Chriftianity, and contrary 
to the Law of Nature* The more I think on it^. 

the 
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the greater is my averfion for this private blind 
obedience. 

Thou wilt fay, that a regular life is the way to 
perfeAion; I grant it: But cannot a man lead a 
regular life, unlefs he be immured in a Convent ? 
Or be perfed, if his mind be not fquared to the 
retirements of a Cloyfter ? I will tell thee my fen- 
timents freely, and without a mafk. The nature 
of every thing is its peffeftion ; there are perfeft 
Sinners as well as perfeit Saints. Thus we fay, 
fuch an one is a perfe6l drunkard, fornicator, cheat, 
tyrant, or the like. I afk thee, whether this fort 
oiF perfedion may not be (I wifh I could fay, is not 
too often a£tually) found within the walls of a Re- 
ligious Houfe ? On the other hand, doft thou think 
it impoffible to find the perfe£tion of virtue in the 
mixed life of the world ? Be not aCynick, nor con- 
demn things whereof thou haft made no experi- 
ment. Remember how many Kings and Queens, | 
Princes and Nobles, have been canonized for baints, ' 
who, in the midft of fo many fplendors, kept their 
eyes undazzled. Whofe ears never let in the blan- 
difhments of flatterers, nor the malicious wbifpers 
of the envious. Whofe hands were never polluted 
with innocent blood, nor their thirft quenched with 
the tears of widows and orphans. But in all things 
they conferved an inviolate purity, modefty, and | 
integrity of manners. Thefe perfons were perfed 
in the midft of imperfedlions, and regular in the ] 
heighth of human diforders, Saints upon earth, and 
Angels among men. * | 

Aflciredly, it is not impoflible for & man (let his 
condition be what it will, publick or private, fer- 
vilc or free) to conduft himfelf evenly, and by a 
rule, through all the meanders and mazes of hu- j 
man life. I muft confefs, this is very difficult, and j 
all men have not that divine art. Few can \valk ] 
on pinacleS) and not make falfe fteps ; fuch is our | 

life, 
7 
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life, and happy is he that makes the feweft. Yet 
Cliere is a dexterity, with which whofoever is ac- 
quainted, need not go to a Monaftery to enquire the 
-vi^ay to biifs. 

Thou wilt perhaps accufe me of too much blunt- 
nefs and ill manners, in thus declaiming againft that 
Icind of life which thou haft entered into. But 
pardon the freedom I take with my friend, and 
reft fatisfied, that though I zffc6i not a reclufe life 
axiyfeif, yet I honour thofe who, having once en- 
gaged themfelves therein, perfevere with conftancy; 
from, which I fhall never perfuade thee or any maa 
jfa depart. 

Paris, xftoftheftdMooo, 
of the Year 1644* 



LETTER V. 
To Muftapha, Berber Aga; 

A French merchant, lately come from Ifpahan, 
brings intelligence, that the Chan of the Uf- 
beck Tartars is arrived at that city, to crave aid of 
the prefent Sophi of Perfia, agamft his rebellious 
children, who have depofed him, and bereaved him 
of one of his eyes. The Sophi has given him a 
royal reception, going himfelf in perfon above a 
league out of the city to meet him, accompanied 
with all his Nobies. This Gentleman came away 
before the Tartarian Prince had fucceeded in his 
defign. But it was generally fuppofed, that Cha 
Abbas I would aflift him with a confiderable army 
of horfe and foot, as alfo with money to carry on 
the war. 

This 
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This King is not thirteen years of age, yet takes 
"upon himfelf the management of publick affairs* 
Me is addifted to drinking of wine, a great lover 
of mufick and women. Of a noble inclination, 
yet fomewhat too pafiionate. He commanded the 
oelly of one of his rages to be-ripped up, for break- 
ing a cryftal bafon which he much admired. Yet 
afterwards, repenting of what he had done, he 
eaufed him to be honourably buried, and a flately 
tomb to be ereded over him. He alfo enquired out 
fuch of his kindred as were living, to whom he 
gave large penfions. 

There has been little of aflion in thefe parts, 
fince the fignal defeat that was given to the French 
by the' forces of John de Werdt, and General 
Mercy. Four French Marefchals were taken 
prifoners, with all the chief officers, fix thou- 
f^^d XoJdiers, befides their ammunition and bag? 
gaee. 

In this aftion, it is faid, the Spanifh horfe be- 
haved themfelvcs very bravely,' fpurred on with an 
ambition to recover the glory they feemed to have 
loft in fo many battles. They rufhed into the 
French quarters with a fury which foon put them 
into diforder, and afterwards difpofed them to quit 
the field. 

Before this battle began, it is faid, there were 
fecn two armies of birds fighting in the air j which 
engaged fo furloufly, that the ground was covered 
with their dead bodies. And that morning, when 
one of the French Marefchals was going out of his 
tent, with a piftol in his hand, in order to try it, 
the barrel fplit, and tore his hand in pieces. . Tnefe 
are now looked upon as prodigies, and ominous 
figns of the lofs they afterwards fuftained : But had 
the vi6lory been on tlieir fide, nobody woiild havc^ 
Uken notice of them. 

a . Th^ 
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Tfec God that gives viftory when, and to whom he 
"pleafcs, grant, that the Ottoman arms may be ever 
luccefsful agamft the Infidels. 

Paris, 25 th oF the 2d Moon, 
^ -of the Year 1644.. 



LETTER VL 

To the Vizir Azem, at the Porte, 

^ I ^HOU that art the principal fupport of the 
X- Ottoman Empire, under the Grand Signior, 
oughteft to be informed ofall things which may either 
'threaten damage, or^romife afSftance to the throne 
iwhich rcfts on thy (houJders, , 

I pafs away fome of my time a-mon^ feamen^ 
efpecially fuch as fail in the Levant ; their very breath 
iS a relief wht'n I am chamber-fick, or ftifled with 
the dofe vapours of Paris, I fancy their lungs 
tranfport hither the breezes of the Mediterranean, 
or the more wholefottie airs of Afia. I talk fo 
famiUarly with them in their Marine Dialed, that 
they fcruple not to take me for a Tarpaulin, and 
therefore entertain me, without referve, as one of 
their crew. • 

This very evening, I was with fomc of thefe re- 
tainers to Neptune. Among the reft of the difcourfe 
I had with them, we touched upon tTie Dardanelles, 
which guard the Hellefpont. They taxed the Chri- 
ftian Princes with cowardice, or unpardonable ne- 
gligence, that they have never attempted to force their 
^paSaee through that channel into the Propontis, 
andblodk up the imperial city by fea, and fet it 
on fire ; efpecially the royal feraglio, from whence 
2re iffued out the decrees of life and death to 
the whole earth. 

K ItcW 
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I told theiD, they were miilaken In the ftrengdi of 
tboTe caftles, which commaDd that important ave- 
nue ; and that no fhips ever durft venture withb 
their reach without leave; when one of thent 
ftarted up, and made this anfwer : Sir» we have 
veflels impenetrable as rocks, which dare come to an 
anchor under the walls of thofe fuperannuated forts, 
and defy all the Turkifh ammunition to remove us 
thence. We onTy want a comm£flion from our King 
to try the experiment. 

I tell thee. Supreme Mtnifter, I ibund too much 
reafon in his anlwer, to make room for a reply. 
Wherefore, diffembling for a white the afit>ny I viras 
in for the welfare of the Sublime Porte, I took my 
leave of the company, and immediately fet pen ta 
paper, to let thee know what is in the hearts of 
thefe Infidels, 

I am not vers'd in the art and method of forti«> 
ficatioQ ; yet^ pardon an error of loyalty and ze^ 
if I commit rt, in proposing to thee the aeceffity of 
credinff platfDrms all along the oppofite fliores of 
the Hellcfpont, toftrike terror, and prevent the eae* 
my from attempting that which, in M probability^ 
would not fail of fucccfe. 

Thou that art all wifdom, wilt know how t<^ make 
a right ttfe of this hint from the faithful MahoMLt, 
who never thinks himfelf happy, but when he dees 
fome acceptable fervice to the iaviacihle Soveseiga wf 
the fea and land. 



Faris^ 14th of the ad Mooa, 
of the Year 1644. 
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LETTER VII. 

To Oucoumichc, his Mother, at Grand 
Cairo. 

^"ir^HOU raaycft better imagine than I can exprcfi 
Jt the mi^t; joy I feh, when I firft opened 
ihy letter, and read the name of her that con- 
ceived me, written by her own hand > whereby I 
am aflared that thou art yet alive, and in health. 
Believe me, it came in a feafonable time, to refcue 
me out of a difmal melancholy, which had feized my 
ipirits. Surely fate dire<fted' thy pen, and provi- 
dence tim'd the arrival of the veflel, which brought 
me this hapoy news from Africk, in the faddeft hour 
of all my life, Juft as the melTenger knock'd at my 
chamber door, (where I fat overwhelmed with dole- 
ful thoughts) the whole world feem'd to me a vafl: 
wildcmefs or defart, inhabited onfy by beafis. of 
prey, where the great and ftrong devour thofe whofe 
weakneis cannot arm them in their own defence. A 
mere ftage of tragedies, the (hambles of cruel 
butcheries and murders. In this figure did my 
troubled imagination reprefent the earth, with all the 
race of Adam dwelling upon it. If I could propofe 
to myfclf fuch a thing as a friend in the world, I 
know not how long twould be, before that very 
perfon, whom I had greateft reafon to efteem as 
fuch, mi^ht prove my mortal enemv ; of fo brittle a 
compofition is the fidelitv of man ! I looked upon 
my life not as my own, but altogether lent me ; I 
cfteemed not only men, but beafts, and the very ina- 
nimate things, my creditors, for the permifEon I 
had to breathe. I thought myfelf highly indebted to 
the fire, that it did not burn me to death in my 
deep,, and no lefs to the winds, that they did* not 
blow the houfc down where I lodge, and bury me in 
K z ^ its 
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its ruins. For, where would be the injuftice, if any ! 
of tbofe elements, which arc the ingredients of anV 
life, (hould become the inftruments of my death? 
I confidered, that as I neither made itiyfelf, nor 
knew how I came to be what I am, fo I was igno« 
rant when and by what means I ihould ceafe to be; 
perhaps, I might be ftruck with a thunderbolt from 
neaven, or fwallowed up by fome greedy cbafm in 
die earth. ^ A tile from a houfe might put a ftop 
to the motions of this machine of llefh, or a fall 
from a horfe might break its mafter-ilrin^. My 
prefent ftation I look upon as precarious, fince 
thofe very perfons who appointed* me this employ- 
ment, to ferve one turn, would not fcruple to take 
ofF my head to ferve another. 

In thefe melancholy thoughts was I almofl 
drowned, when thy letter came, and ftruck a light 
out of the midft of darknefs. I am now ready to 
die with excefs of joy, who before was half killed 
with extreme fadnefs.. 

But tell me, my dear mother, in the name of our 
Holy Prophet, what^motive induced thee to quit the 
wholefome air of Greece, for the noifome and pefti- 
lential vapours of Egypt ? Is Cairo a more eligible 
feat than Conftantinople ? Or, becaufe thou haft loft 
thy fecond huft)and,_ wilt thou be wedded to an in- 
curable grief, and think no mourning fufEcient, un- 
Jefs thou go in pilgrimage to his very grave, there to 
difTolve in tears, and mingle thyfelf with his afhes. 
He died in Cairo, and is there interr'd ; and thcu 
ipighteft have lived in Sio, or any part of Greece, 
without blemifhing thy widowhood. People will 
fey, thou aimeft at the fortune of the Ephcfian wi- 
dow, who found a living hufband in the fepulchre of 
Ker dead one; but I, who know thy virtue, have 
other thoughts of thee ; yet I cannot approve thy 
thus becoming tenant to a charnel houfe. There- 
fpre, the beft advice I can give thee is, to return to 
the imperial city again, to the company of thy 

friends 
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Friends and acquaintance; or, at leaft, to return to * 
cHyfelf, and be not tranfported with an extravagant 
for row, for drte whom thou fhalt never fee again : 
' X 'ears cannot recover the dead, nor can thy warmeft 
ftgbs infpire him with breath. He is divorc'd from 
^1-iee by an irrevocable law ; and whilft thou art in 
vain lamenting for him on earth, he may be cele- 
l>rating new and joyful nuptials in heaven, bcir^ 
efpou^ed to fome of the beautiful daughters of Para- 
dlile. Be perfuaded then, that he" has quite forgot 
thee, having engaged hi mfeJ fin frefli amours abovei 
•X*hat he is in the arms of feme furpaffing beauty of 
Eden, and that thou haft no more intereft in him. 
Let this confideratioii afHiage thy grief, cure thy 
fondnefs, and make thee begin to think oF another 
bufband. Thofe who make their firft vifits to th^ 
French widows, after the ufual formalities of con - 
dolance are over, take the h'berty to tell them, that 
they muft live by the living, and not by the dead. 
This comfortable provi*rb is often ufcd, even beforfe 
the funeral folemnities are finifhed ; and thou haft; 
«ow pafled away above two years fince thy huf- 
band's death in fruitlefs mourning. *Tis time to 
confult thy future happinefs, and abandoning thy 
commerce with the dead, to become fociable with 
the living. 

The Great Creator, who is God of the living, and 
not of the dead, infpire thee to take fuch meafures, 
as may beft comply with the ends for which he made 
thee ; and replenifli thy latter days wi^h double the 
iAeffings of the farmer. - 

Paris, 22d of the 4th Mooa, 
of the Year 1644, 
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LETTER VIIL 

To Mu2lu Reis EfFendi, Principal Sccrc- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 

IT 18 no fmall fatbfeaion to me, that iince Ac 
4kdib of Cardinal Richlieu, I have fiarted bo 
feafons to appf<hend any dcfi^os in tfan c^ourt, a- 
gainft tbc Eeipifeof the true believers. Tl>e French 
Grandees have paiJed away a wiiole year^ vfithouC 
givine much trouble or alarm to the neft of tS>e 
world. Every one minds his own affairs, and all 
puQi forward to get neareft the Queen-regent- The 
mifuuderOaiiding between her and the Duke of Or- 
leans, ificreaff s daily. And thirdivides the court and 
^ity into two fadions ; Cardinal Mazarini feena to 
be the man dcftin'd to balance the authority of both 
partes. He fpins his fortune with as fine « thre^ 
as his predeceuors s being feniiMe, that though the 
court love him not, yet they cannot fubfift without 
him. He inherits the memoirs and inftru£lio«s of 
Cardinal Richlieu, and his fpirit too, ^s yrell as his 
Miftiftry ; beinp a man of an invlnciUe courage, a^d' 
cxquifite forecaft. The greateft enemy he has, is a 
lady of the court (for I will not compare the n>alice ^ 
of the Duke of Beaufort to that of a woman) they 
call her Madam de Cheyereusc, a perfon of a keen 
wit, and j;ood judgment; a pndfeffed enemy to all 
that had any dependence on Cardinal Richliett. And 
I could never learn any other ground of her hatred to 
Mazarini, but being the creature of that Mini* 
fter. * ^ 

The late King had conceived an irreconceivablc 
averfion for this lady, fufpefling her to be inflru- 
mental in carrying on a private correfpondence be- 
tween his wife (the now Queen-regent) and the 
Spaniards. To avoid the confequences of his anger. 
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t fled into Spain, but is lately returned to this court, 
^Tis faid, the Queen receivc^hcr v^idiall the outward 
snarks of afFedtion at firft, but fuddenly grew cold 
and eftranged, when (he begin to attempt againft 
Cardinal Ivlazarini. This made the lady unite her 
intereft with that of the Duke of Beaufort, who very 
"wisll marches her in the imperioufnefs of his temper^ 
and his hatred to the Cardinal. They both agree in 
their endeavours to ruin him, but, I believe, the fe- 
male perfecution to be the moft dangerous. The 
Duke has made too great a noife to do any confider- 
ablc execution on a miin, who has thfe wit to conceal 
bis refentments, and ftrikie before he is perceived. 
In a word, the Duke finds himfelf in a prifon, while 
the Cardinal is every day more and more eftabliih'd 
in the Queen^s favoui-. 

In the mean while, f Infinuate myfelf into all 
men's company, fr6m whom I can hope for any 
intelligence. Amongft the reft, I have obferved • 
courtier, who often goes between the Grandees, and 
ieems to be cntrufted with great fecrets ; he is very 
fparing of words, and makes his {houlders do the 
office of his tongue. I have fometimes entered ii>- 
16 a difcourfe with him about the Qiieen, theCar/li- 
•nal, and others ; but all his anfwers are comprised 
in Italian rhetorick, a flirug, and a grimace. Tivis 
filent language fpeaks very efficacioufly to me, and. 
I eftcem him worthy to be courted, who knows fo 
well how to bridle his tongue. I ply this politician 
every day with addrefRs, and tell him a great deal 
of feigned news^, that I may tempt him to utter 
fome that is tfue. He is a great privado of Madam 
de Chevereux 5 often waits on the Queen 5 fome- 
times vifits the Cardinal ; and is every day conver- 
fant with one or other of the nobles. If 1 can win 
this man, I hope to penetrate farther into th« myfte— 
ries of the court. 

The God from whom nothing is hid, fo difpofe 

dif all human events, that dfe Empire of the Mufful- 

K 4. man* 
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ipans may beeftabiifbed, notwithftandin^ thecabal5< 
and plots of the Infidels. 

PaHs, i6th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1.644. 



LETTER IX. 

To ^nior Lorenzo del* Cafa Bianca, a 
Genoufe at Marfcillcs. 



T 



H O U fendcft me ftrange and furprizing news, 
that the Malta gallies hare taken the elJe/r 
(on of the Grand Signior, and heir of the Ottoman 
Empire, ca^ive at (ea, as be was failing to Egypt* 

I tell thee, if fucb a thing were true, the Grand 
Signior would not fail to fend a force, as ihould. 
iiig up the very foundations of that idandy and ca(^ 
u into ihe fea. 

But I can refolve thee, that there is nothing more 
©f truth in this ftory, faving that ahoiit ten veA - 
fels of the Grand Signior's, bound for Alexandria (on 
board of one of which was Sultan Mahomet's nurfe, 
with her.fon^ much about the aee of Sultan Maho- 
met) were taken by fix gjillies of Malta, whereby the 
Maltefe were enriched with a great trpafure of fil^ 
ver, gold, and jewels, befides flaves. 

This intelligence I have received from my corre- 
ipondents at Condantinople. Men that are no" 
Grangers to the feraglio, but fuch as have^he ear of 
the prime Vizir. 

They fay, indeed, the Grand Signior took a par- 
ticular fancy to this nurfe*s child, often ;play*d 
with it, and feenv'd tO carefs it with ;more. com- 
placency than his own fofi^ Sultan Mabofpet i which 

gave 
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S^ve fo great a diTguft to the Sultanefs, the mother 
of Mahomet, that ihe procured the banifliment of 
^he nurfe and her child^ who, in their voyage to 
Alexandria, were taken captives hy the Ma^Itefe gal- 
>ies, as has been faid ; ana this is the ground of the 
jreport. - ^ 

However, Sultan Ibrahim is fo exalperated againft 
the Maltefe for this depredation> that he has iworn 
by God and Mahomet, never to (heath his fword, till 
he has revenged the injury^ by laying wafle the 
^fland» putting the Kni^hts^to deaths and leading the 
inhabitants into captivity. • 
: He has vented his^ rage already on the captain 
Bafla, caufing hini to be ftrangled, for not guard- 
ing the fea better; and, 'tis laid,, he threatens a 
war with Venice, on the fame account, becaufe the 
Maltefe gallies, after this piracy, put afhore in Can* 
dia, where they recruited their veiTcIs with all necef- 
fery provifions. 

. J cxpcfted the filks laft week, which I wrote for, 
and the oil of Calabria. Send them by the firft'op^ 
portunity. 

Paris, 28th of the 5th Moon* 
of the Year 1644. 



LETTER X. 

To Dgnet Ogloiu 

ALL Europe rings with the report of the Sul- 
tan's fon being taken captive by the Maltefe 
gallies. No doubt, but thou haft heard fuch a 
difcourfe among the Franks iit Conftantioople ; and 
thou knoweft the intrigues of the Seraglio. It is 
K s pleafant,, 
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plcafjint, that the Kuzllr Aga's flavc fiiould hate 
jio father for htr child ; that he hkiff«lf filouW 
adopt it for his ov/n ; that the mother of it IhoM 
be preferred tobc nurfc to the Sultan Mahomet ; that ' 
Sultan Ibrahim (hould fingle oat this fatKert^s fon 
of an eunuch, to fport with him, take him in his 
arms, and treat Kim with all the endearments that 
are naturally fhewed by parents to their own chil- 
dren. 

The French ladies laugh at this ftwy,^ and fay, 
that the fcraglio begins to grow more civili«ed^ and 
to exchange the fcveri^y of Conftanttnople, for the 
gallantries of Paris. But let them laugh that win : 
the Maltefc have moft reafon to carefe tbcmfclvcs 
for their good fortune in fuch a prii^e. 

They fay, the Grand Prior treats his yxMin^ cap- 
tive with a moft profound attachment and venera- 
tion ; imagining he has in cuftody the heir of the Ot- 
toman Empire ; for they know not the true feeret, bt#e 
poffeffed with a real belief, that young Saltan Ma- 
homet is in their hand^. ' 

Let what I have faid, be as the worda of thy 
■urfe, when (be prated a thoufand impertinencies to 
thee within a month of thy nativity. In fine, be 
-trufty to thy friend. 

Faris, icth of the 6th Moon» 
•f the V#ar 1644. 
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LETTER XL 

^TTo dfie Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire* 

IT is not unknown at the Divan, how the Princes* 
of Itdy have worried one another thefe two year^^ 
-1 difpatched long agd ibme memoirs of the feud& 
Iketweefi the Barbarinis and the Duke of Parma^ 
The Pope upholds the former, making the quarrel 
his own, in defence of the Ecclefiafiick ftate ; the 
Venetians, the Grand Duke of Turcany>^theDukeof 
Modena, with the French King, intereic themfelve^ 
-in the caufe of the latter. He is a Prince of m 
z&tve fpirit, and darts up and down like lightning , 
through the Pope's territories. If he has loft Caftro» 
Montalto, and other places of ftrength in this war,, 
it is but by way of exchange ; having poiTeiledi 
himfelf of as conftderable holds belonging to his, 
enemies. Yet> the Barbarinis, fbeltering them- 
ielves under the proteftion of Pope Urban, feem tt> 
triumph, and promife themfelves an entire viftory, 
ufing the artifices of fuperftition to weaken the 
Duke*s credit. Atid becaufe fome of his veffek 
^which carried above a thoufand foldiers) were 
caft away, they would perfuade the. credutoua 
world, that heaven fights againft hirri. They like-- 
wife had defigned to build a fort and a bridge 
oyer the river Po, to open a way to themfelves 
Into the Confederates country, and to (hut it up 
to all iftvaders of their own 5. but were prevented 
by the Venetians, who fent ten thoufand men to 
ftop the building of the bridge, or to demolUh it9> ii 
built. 

In the mean while the Confederates, though they 

fccmcd to efpoufe the Duke'« quarrel, yet trifle^ 

K 6 witk 
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with b'tn, protrading their affiftance, anddifputing 
about pund^ilios; every one retraining the condi- 
tions of ihetr friendfliipi withiR the limits that 
%vould beft fquare with the intereft of their own 
* i^ate. They had all armies on foot> biH could n^t 
'agree how to difpofe of them. The Venetians de- 
manded fuchr a poft, a? mi^t be moft advantageous 
to the Republick. The Duke of Tufcany would 
have the n^D body of their forces fo. quartered, sis 
to cover his dominions. Thus each party pgrfued 
their own claim, while iheir enemies gaine$i tioie^ 
and put themfelveb in a pofture, either to march 
into the territories of the Confederates, or dt:fQnd 
the EccLcfiaftick ftate. 

Certainly, it is fatal to the Chri(liansi» to be thus 
. divided among themfelves, even when they have 
Ipreateft caufe of union.. Yet, the Duke of Parma* 
the very foul of this confederacy, breaks through aU 
their demurs and hedtations, impatient of fruitlefe 
delays ;. rufhes into Ferrara, takes Ronde^o, aban^ 
doned by the garrifon ; and after that La Steliara,. 
a place of greater ftrength ; but proceeding for*- 
ward, the Baiberinis encaaaped not far from Ferrara^ 
.tiic better to obferve the progrefs of the confederates^ 
^nd (o put a flop to the motionsr of the Puke. Hp 
and his friends had twenty thoufand men in the 
.field, to which the Venetian?,, not long after^ added 
:fix thoufand more* They w<?re in different bodies^ 
and as. they quactered themfelves, fo the Papal 
forces removed their camp. Se\teral. fl$irmi(hes 
.paflVd between therq, but no great ^xocutioa 
d.one. , 

. In the mean while,. the^ Venetians wcipc: not idle 
fey fea,. havjngfeveral harks andjgallies full of armed 
men coaiHng along- the Pope's .territories. They 
took five ports o» the (bore; and piercing far- 
ther into the country, made themfelves matter^ 
©f Ariaflo^ a- great town, and faeked Codegoro, 
flatting ^jl to thei fword, aad laj/ing^tho. pla^e i^ 
aflws,. 
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' ' On the other Ci^ej the Biyrberiiiisfeized on Spiiim'- 

-. lerto, Viguivola, and fome other weakly euarded 

towns on the frontiers of Modena, and killed two 

hundred of the Confederates, who had jpyej^ed Cre- 

valcuore. Cardinal Antonio, on the rope's fid^, has 

' the management gf the war ', a man of an afpiring 

geniu9, and very fubtle. He, perceiving the. Duke 

"of Tufcany, i'ncenled at the late lofs, had taken the 

fields .with a confide/able army, fends ^ thpufand 

men to oppofe him^ but they v^ere raw and undif* 

ciplinM foldiers, and could not hinder the Duke's 

forces from feizing an important pafs, and ,redAJcing 

*the city of Pie've," Monteleone, Caftiliano del Lago^ 

.and Paffiniano. , 

-While the fons of war _were thus bufied in the 

.fields* the agents of peace were not waiuing on 

>n fides* to accommodate thedifferenceis that*threatr 

.ned all Italy, with fatal confequences. But they did 

]no more than amufe one another with ambiguities, 

/ubterfuges, and cvafionsi while the. Barberinis 

fought to gain time, and draw the King of Spain to 

countenance their intereft. The Venetians, fenfible 

of this underhand dealing, protefted b>r their am- 

IbalTador at Madrid, that they would unite with the 

Trench crown, if his catholick, raajeflfy (bould t)y 

Indiredi ways ftrengthen the Barberini^. ^ Thie King, 

apprehenfiyc of fuch a Jeague, for'bears to meddle m 

an affair which might be lo iniurious to Spain., and 

gives infl:rudion3 to. his ambafiadors at Rome« and 

other courts of Italy, to mediate a. pe^ce, whichi 

miglit be advantageous to the Confederates* '^ 

The treaties however came to nothing, and the 

mediators, finding themfelv^ eluded, fi^fpead.ed their 

negociations, and gave frelh. oppoituiiity. tq the 

men of arms to play their parts. Cardinal Antonio 

aflauked Nonantola wkh four thou fand men, but was 

diefeated by the Venetians, who flew feveral hundreds 

of his foldiers, and took two hundred prifoners. 

Aft^r this, the Confederates plundered all the country 

of 
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oF Ftrrara, and took Vargato, tJefcnded by inght 
hundred men. In the furpriKal of Bazano, they 
killed above two hundred of the enemv; and 
marchins forward, took Monteria, Serravalle, and 
other places; while Cardinal BarberinPs forces, 
were cut oflF at Bur^K) St. Sepokhro, where he 
loft eight cannon, four petards, with abundtoce of 
pr(>fi&)n8. 

It wouM be ah endtefs talk, to recount all the 
Ikmnifhes and battles that have^Safled between them. 
1 only inform thee of the moft remarkable, that thou 
Riaydl infert them in tbe^egifter of the Ottoman 
Eimire. 

To conclude this letter, it will be worth thy ob- 
fefvation, that the Pope falling fick, and his death 
feared, did much conduce to put an end to thefe 
difl^rences. For the Barberinis now being' ap- 
prehenfive of the advantage his death would give 
the Confederate Princes, were very forward to em- 
brace any overtures of peace ; fo that by the dex* 
terity of the French Minifters, it was at laft con- 
dttded, and all diflFeiences adjufted ; the Duke of 
Parma^s territories being reftorcd to him, the c€Ui- 
futes of the church taken off, and the Ecclefiaftick 
State ^ut in ^e fame condition it was in at^the 
be^^nning of the war. 

1 fliall continue to fend thee fuch intelligence, 9% 

may be ferviceable to thee in that eminent ftatfon 

ttiou chjoyeft in the empire of the true believers ^ 

. fend flisJi think myfelf a very happy'man, if I caA 

by any means acquire thy favour. 

Pam, %^ of t!he 6tk VLhon^ 
I9f the Year id44» 
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LETTER XII. 

To Lubanp Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 
iKnight. . 

ON £ woqM tfaink that th^re v^tPt yet Iwie c>f 
the ancient race of giants <m eattht Here 
is a man come to this court, full eight foot hi^ 
m FinUnder by natioft.; he looks like fome pofttut* 
iDous birth of the fons of the Titans. He is mafli^t 
of prodigious ilrenj|th, and challenges any two, the 
ft<Hiteft men in France, to throw him a fall. I 
have feen him take two boys of ten years of age^ 
en the palm of each haiid, and lift them up froni 
the ground together, with bttth his attns ftretch-d out 
to the full kngth, and walk fixty paces with them 
in this pofture ; at the end of which ftage, he fet 
them down again on their feet, without the leaft 
violence or ftraining. There are ttone fo hardy, as 
to siccept of his challenge ; for they know ht will 
not fulfer them to come nearer than the extretnity 
of his arm. And fuch is the monftrous ftrength 
. of his hand, that he will either infallibly throw 
them down, or ftifle them with his gfafp. He 
talks of traveUing into Turkey ; if he does, I hope 
he will have more difcretion, than to venture with- 
in the Seraglio^ left he incur the fate of the re^ 
nowned Mufcorite wreftler, irt Sultaa Amurath** 
time. Thou remembereft that tragedy, which mad* 
all the brave atid the ^^nerous condemh Amurath'^ 
cruelty. He wse a ftout Prince himfelf ; and it 
lookea like envy in him^ to punilh the efforts of 
Murage in his ffaves, with lo tinrdcnting i, rt* 
gor. But he was himfelf a flave to his j;>affions, and 
katottfy had the predominance in his temper^ 
That vice betrayea him to horrid violitnces, of 

which 
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which thou art not ignorant, having been privy to 

feveral of his amours. 

This put tnt in mind of a Spanifli Cavalier, wha 
had a very virtuous and beautiful vrife, which 
thou wilt fay, are two rare companions. He kept 
^moor in his hotkfe, whom the lady had one time 
caufed to be fevercly beaten. The moor fecretly 
vowed revenge. He had an intrigue with one of 
the lady's women, to whom he imparted his mincL 
They confpired together to accufe the la^y of 
lightnefs and infidemy to her hufband's bed. The 
Cavalier, their mafter, was naturally jealous, as 
generally are all the Spaniards : Thefe two poflefled 
him with a belief, that the gardener -had frequent 
acc^s to his lady's chamber, and undertook to maka 
him an eye-witnefs of it. Whereupon,, one of 
them goes privately to the gardener, and tells him» 
that the lady would fpeak with him; whilii the 
other runs to the lord, and bids him make hafte ;; 
for that the gardener was that inftant with his 
lady. The impatient Cavalier haftens up ftairs,. 
ana meeting the gardener coming out of the door 
of his chamber, ftabs him to the heart, without 
any farther expoftulation ; and rufhing furioufly in- 
to Che chamber, ferves his wife in the fame manner. 
But, coming down again, the maid, ftruck witli 
leiiiorfe at fo black an. event, fell down at his feet,, 
confefling her crime, and declaring, that her lady- 
was innocent. The Spaniard, raging mad at a 
conjunction of fo many misfortunes^ ftabs the maid 
and the negro ^ and laft of all, to complete .thei 
tragedy, kills himfelf. 

' Ib^ve often wonjered, that fome fuch fatal con^ 
ibq^ences did not attend, the je^loufy of Sultan. 
'Anuirath't he fpared not to rip up the bellies oC 
his pa^es, for the fake of two or threie melons i, 
and 'tis a miracle^ that he did not facrifice half 
the (laves of the Seraglio, on the account, of his 
wiftrelTes.. ^ [ 

Thovu 
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^ T^ou art now in a better ftation, and free from 
Yjefiraint. A&, according to reafon, and let not 
paffion bias thee one way or other. 

Paris, 5 th of the 7 th Moon, 
. of the Year 1644. 



LETTER XIII. 

To the Kaimacham. 

^ I HOU haft 9ften required an account of the 
.. X parliament of France, which is* the fupreme^ 
court of the kingdom^ Though the name be known; 
at the Sublime Porte, yet the Minifters are un-* 
acquainted with the power, and authority of the. 
Senate. , 

When it was firft infiifuted, itconfi(led of twelve' 
Peers,, an hundred Bifhops^ and all the prime no-- 
bility of the l^nd» who had power to give audience" 
to foreign Ambafladors, to adjuft all difFerences of, 
the fubjefl:s.-*Irf fine, it might then be called the; 
ft>yereign tribunal, from- whence there could be no 
appeal. Three foreign Kings have fat as members, 
of this court* It . was in thofe days ambulatory,: 
tQlIowing the King whitherfpever he; went; but^ 
now it IS always allembled at Paris, in the. palace 
which Philip ^h^ Fair built for his own dwelling-.* 
boufe. This parliamentis divided into fevcn cham- 
bers, whereof that which they call the GREAT 
C H A IVI BI;R, is the chief* There belong to thi&. 
chamber, feven prefidents, twelve counfcllors, the] 
King> cadi, or attocney,.with a great niynl:]{ei;.of 
advocates, aJiJ men of the law. The prefijdentsk 
and counfellors are clptbed in fcarlet, which ftrikes! 
an awful reverence into alKtbal; approach their; 

prefence» 
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of fb many courts, that it rather looks like a town^ 
than the feat of one family. 

But pardon me, illaftrious Kaimacham, if I tell 
thee, that none of the Kings^ of the eaft can 
match this Monarch in the gardens helonging to 
this palace. I faw there fuch a chamting variety 
of delightful objeds, as made art feem to furpafa 
nature, and even to outdo itfelf. In a word, 
the Ghriftian Princes are very ingenious in the 
contrivance of their pleafures, and make all the ele^ 
nents contribute to their recreations. Thou haft 
often feen the artificial fireworks which are exhi- 
bited at Conftasittnopl^ at our feftivals, and on aVl 
occafions of publick joy. But thou haft never be- 
held fuch water-works as are expofed in the gar- 
dens of this palace every day. There, • by the 
mere force of this liquid element, inftruments of 
snufick are fet at work, which afford an harmony 
little inferior to the beft concert in the world | 
•nd which extremely adds to the pleafure. one 
may at the fame time behold feemine muiiclans 
placing on them, and keeping an exad time with 
their nngers, on the keys of organs, firings of 
viols and lutes, as if jthey were living perfons. 
There you may fee all manner of mechanick 
trades exercifed by flatues, who do every thing 
with a proper a£tion, and are very eager at their 
employments, fo long as the water gives them 
motion ; when that ceafes, they all rcturo to their 
^ |>rimit]ve ina£tivity. From hence ^you pafs to a 
feeniing fea, with Tritons moving on Dolphins, and 
founding their fhell -trumpets before Neptune, who 
is drawn in a chariot by four tortoifes. The ftory 
x)f Perfeus and Andromeda, ie alfo acted to the life, 
by mere flatues. Bujt the mofl ingenious piece of 
workmanfhip, is, Orpheus playing on a viol, while 
the trees move, and wild beafls dance round 
about him. This is fo coflly an invention, that, as 
one of the overfeers of the water-works told me, a 

firing 
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ftrin||; of Orpheus's viol being broken, coft the late 
fCijtg Lewis thirteen hundred crowas to repair it 
again. 

We Mahometans are apt to value ourfelves too 
high on the fcore of our Princes granderu. Wc 
t>oaft» we flourifli, and are guilty of a thoufand 
ihfults, defpifihg and putting the reft of mankind 
under oiir icandals, as if none of the race of Adam' 
linderilood the world but we, or had the wit and 
power to carve out to themfelves the fame felici- 
ties we cnjov. The Monarchs of the caft ftyle 
themfelves, tne only happy ones, pofleiTors of in- 
finite treafures, Kings of the world, madows of Ciod, 
and what not. The great Mogul, with his Omrahs 
and Rajas, pride themfelves in their elephants ; fo 
do the Kinp;s and Mandarins of China and Tonquin. 
The Sophi of Perfia fwells at the fight of his im- 
menfc treafures of gold and precious ftones ; glory- 
ing, that the very (noes of his horfes, are of the moft 
exalted metal ; alfo the mangers wherein they feed, 
and the nails whereby they are fattened to the ground. 
The Cham of Tartary rejoices in the multitude 
and ffrength of his horfes, his winged chariots 
anci waggons; and that, when his armies rife 
and fit down, the earth trembles with their weight 
and motion. 'Tis true indeed, the Grand Signior^ 
who is the wifeft of the wife, and the greateft of 
thefe great ones, is not guilty of this vanity. He 
is deffin'd by the Lord of the univerfe, to char 
ftife the follies both of the eaft and the weft; 

Jet his fiaves cannot forbear rhodomontad.os. J 
ave heard fome of our huffing Taniza^i^s. ^ell 
the Greeks of Conftantinople and Pera, th^t the' 
Royal Seraglio is the moft magnificent fabrick in 
the world ; and that the earden belonging to it, 
i$ a perfeft tranfcript of Paradife. Thou wilt 
not approve fuch brags as thefe, when thou con- 
fidereft, how cfxpert the infidels are in building ; and 
that they fpare no coft to ered fuch edifices^ who/e 

very 
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▼cry niins may proclaim to future jrgcs the msgnl* 
ficence of their founders. And as to their gardens* 
they are fo regular and beautiful, adorned with fii 
many delicacies of nature and art, that one would 
think they were made by feme traditional dffeiplea 
oF Adam i and that tbey bad their rules from the 
primttive planter of the world. 

The French King has other hoHfes* and gardens of 
pleafure round about Paris, where the court jntter- 
changeabty divert themftJvea during the ftimmer; 

I humbly kifs the hem of thy veft,. craving thy 
proteAion againft the malice of my enemies* 

Paris, i6di of the 7th Moon^ 
of the YetLT 1644. 



LETTER XIV. 

To the moft iUufbious Vizir Azem, at the 
Porte. 

SIKGE the- lofSIs whhrb the German Emperor 
has received from the army of Ragouiki, I am 
informed by Nathan Ben Saddi, that the Emperor 
defiRns to icnd a felendid entbafiy^ with extraordinary 
pre/ents, to the oultan, in hopes to prevail on him 
x»t to protect riiat Prince, 

*Th true^ Ragoufki is of a violent and chairseable 
fpirit, and tfteretorc no grcaf confidence is to be re- 
pofcd in him ; yet I take it to be the intercft of 
the Sultan, ra^er to win him by offices of kindnefs 
znd friend&ip, thaa to make him his enemy, by 
deferting him in this JunAure. 

He is at the head of a potent and formidable army, 
has taken Sdnock, Breden, Mamatz, taget;her with 

th^ 
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the ftrotng caftk of Sendar and Cafiavia ; and maiijr 
oth«r {Jaces of lefs imporunce^ whereby a way is 
laul open foe his army la overrun all Hungary, if 
affifted with the Oitoaaan forces. Thnsfwiil he ifo 
.€h« office^ which, they fay, thejackadi performs to 
.the lion i that isi u> bmt omi the piey, and fiecitfe it 
.'for his naafter and fovecciuK 

Befides^ the fortune oT thfe Pfibco fc^ma t« m- 
.vifie ouf 6brther affiftance, fpr he has bad gKAt fuo- 
cefs all along this war ; whereas the Ottoflftaft forces 
ao- fiaoner appeared cfei the froBtkrs of Moravtai^ but 
£x thoH&iui of them were encountered by the Ger- 
mans, and ronCcd*^ «• « 

SbouU the Sultan defert him now, he may he 
c^ompeQed to refign himielf, with sdl TVantyhrania, 
t» toe pretedioa of the German Emperor. It is not 
£afe to run the rifque of fuch an event; Tranfyl- 
iiania cannet iiippof t ittelL Either the Sultan miift 
continue his prote£lion, or the Germans^ will foon 
&:id the way to that their garriAws in the- four 
capital cities^ and ttd^nxx the whole -counlry 1 
their obedjeitce.. 

Faris, a7th of tbe ^tb M9014 
of the Yeac i6h*i 



LETTER XV. 
To Afis,. Bafla, at the Porte. 

THE Pagans, in punting Fortnne blind,, difto*- 
vered but the dimnefs of thetf own fightf. 
And 'twas a doid)I« c^ros, to o&r ikcrifice to Serv 
that could not dilcern ker votaries. Yet, in my 
fenltence, the Chtiftians ace more to blame, who 
term her inoonftant, partial, bawd, where, and 
what not; thefe are prophanadons of providence, 

and 
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and impious fcandals caft on eternal deftiny. Fop- 
tunc and chance are but nicknames of fate, fincc 
there is nothing abfolutely cafual in the world. 
They fee the virtuous profecuted, while the vici- 
ous infult and flourifh ; and they tax heaven with 
•unequal di(jpenfation of rewards and puriifhment; 
asjf, with £picurus, they thought the adorable Nu- 
•men took no care of things on this fide, the Em- 
•pyraeum, and refted in an eternal ignorance of hu- 
man affairs. 

Doubtlefs, the Infidels are in an incurable error. 
They pore on the outfide of common events, and 
look no farther ; they behold not the hidden chain 
of caufes, nor the invifible hand, which difppfes all 
conting;encies with admirable order and deconim; 
Hence it is, that what comes not to pifs but by'tli% 
•certain decree of fate, appears to thcfe buzzards, 
only as an accidental occurrence, and the mere ef- 
fed of chance. 

But thou, who are inftru£ted in the doctrines of 
4ruth,-wilt -have oth^r ^lou^hts of that which 
befel a poor man, not long fince,- in thefe parts. 
This perfon was charitable to excefs ; for he gave 
away all that he hadj'to'^rtelieve/thef'neeeffities^ of 
others, chufing rather to throw.himfelf naked upon 
providence, than to deny an alms to any oi^ that 
:rtkfedhim, fo tong as he had any thing to beftow. 
Being at length, by his. conilant liberalities, re- 
duced to a very indigent condition^ he was forced 
to betake hirai'elf to digging for his livelihood. 
Yet, notwithftanding h« gained his- own bread 
with hard labour, he ceafed not to (hew his wonted 
iindnefles .«o thfe poor^ giving them wfaitfb'evel: 
^e could poffibly fpare from his own^ ncceffities. 
One day, as he was dig^ng in a field belonging 
to the Duke of Montmorency, he found fevferai 
earthen pots full of gold, fuppoSsd to be buried there 
in the time of the civil wai^. The good man 
f^arri.es thi9 huge treafure. by degrees hcsne-to hit 
i bopfe^ 
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lioufe, with all imaginable privacy : And having 
diftributed tbe greateft part of it in virorks of cha- 
rity, he was going with his laft referve to the houfe 
of a decayed gendeman, to whom he gave a fuffi- 
cient fiim to repair his (battered fortunes, being all 
that he had left: When, as he retorned homeward, 
he found a jewel in the highway, which being fold, 
yielded him ten thoufand crowns. A noble bank 
Ibr new liberalities, and a convincing argument, 
that there was fomething more than chance which 
thus flrangely recruited his purfe, that it might 
never ceafe to be opened in largeffes to the poor. 

Who will not fay, that fate had a hand in the 
death of that foldier, in the Duke of Anguien's 
army, who malicioufly arid wrongfuflj^ accu^d his 
comrade of raifing a mutiny? For the incenfed 
General took a fufee, and difcharged it at the in- 
nocent perfon, thinking to have killed bim on the 
Tpot ; but it proved otherwife, the bullet paffing 
through fome part of his body, and through half a 
dozen tents fmote the flanderer in the pan of the 
knee, which put him into fo violent a fever, that 
he died in two days : While the other (whom be- 
fore his death he confeffed to be innocent) lives 
yet a witnefs of this remarkable ftroke of Divine 
Nemefis. % 

The Faithful Watchman of the Sublinie Porte, 
Mahmut, falutes thee with humbleft obedience, and 
iviihes thee in all things a favourable and benign 
deftiny. 

Paris, lath of the 8tb Moon, 
ofthe Year z6>i4. 
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LETTER XVI. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna* 

SINCE I came to this city, I have learned the 
art of making watches, which I exercife not 
for lucre, but to comply with a precept of the Al* 
coran ; wherein alfo I find no fmall diverfion, it 
being a relief to melancholy to be in adion. 

Should the Ecclefiafticks of the Latin church be 
made fenfible that I pradife a mechanick trade, 
they would think me a fcandal to their profeffioo, 
iince I wear the habit of a clerk. They efteem it 
next door to facrilege, for a gownman to oonde* 
fcend to the labours of the laity* They would pull 
my caflbck oVer my (boulders, (hould they catch 
sie in this honeft crime ; for|^ttiiiff that the Primi* 
tive Profefibrs of their Religious Orders got their 
bread by making of bafkets. 

The Dox I fend thee, contains fome of my mer* 
chandife, being defigned as prefents for fome of the 
Minifters of tne Porte, and my other friends at 
Conftantinople. I dcfire thee to take care in fend- 
ing it fafe, that the watches may receive no damage 
by water* 

It is reported here, that the Emperor is fick; 
thou wilt do well to inform me of the truth. I hear 
alfo, that prodigies have been lately feen at Vienna^ 
which the French interpret as forerunners of his 
death, ana figns of spproachipgdefolations in Ger- 
many. I am hot credulous of all things, which the 
vulgar fay on fuch occafions ; yet I cannot deny, 
but that the Angels who prefide over kingdoms and 
empires, may be the monitors of mankind, and by 
raiung unufual fpe6^acles in the elements, may warn 
mortals of future alterations. This was the opinion 
alfo of thy countryman Jofephus, who fays, that 

imtie* 



A SPY AT PARIS, «i9 

immediately before the deftru£lion of Jerufalemy 
^\\ere was a voice beard in the Temple of Solomon, 
ruppofed to be uttered by Angels, faying, * Arife, 
^ let us go hence ;' as if the Guardian Spirits of 
that city were then forfaking their charge. - 

In this place not long ago, were feen three funs 

together, or at leaft the appearance of fo many. 

Tnis the fuperftittous conftrued as an om^n of ill 

luck : While the Court- Flatterers faid, they repre* 

fented the Duke of Orleans, the Prince of Conde^ 

and Cardinal Mazarini, who have now united their 

interefts, after a long time of animofities and mt(^ 

mderftandings. I look upon this apparition to b« 

only a natural produdion, refuhing from the reflec* 

tiofis of the fun*beams on a bright cloud. It is eaif 

to folve fuch phsenomena without a miracle. Yet 

fome, I confefs, have the ftamp of a fupernatural 

pow^r in their very front, I myfelf once faw two 

mighty armies nfiarihalled in the air, who a£led all 

the bloody tragedies of war, and made Arabia deaf 

iprith the noife of their artillery ; yet not a cloud 

at that time to be feen : But I remarked no extraor* 

• dinary event to follow it. It is hard to trace the 

Omnipotent in fuch myfterious works^ or learn the 

drift of Providence. 

I deilre thee to ufe the utmoft diligence, to pene* 
trate into the defigns of the court where thou re- 
fideft. It is an honourable poft to ferve the greateft 
Monarch in the world. Be faithful and vigilant^ 
fomay God* and the Grand Signior heap greater fa* 
voursonthee. Adieu, 

Parity ftsfl of the 8th Mooq» 
oftheYeari64;. 
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LETTER XVIL 

To Solyman Aga, Chief Eunuch of the 
Women. 

I Perceive by thy letters, that our Heroick Sultan 
is very induftrious to take ofFthe fcandal of im- 
potence .with the Ladies at his iirft accefiion to the 
thcone faftened on him, having now feen a fourth 
ibn born to him in the Seragh'o. The multitude 
of fubjed^s is the glory of a Monarch, and a ftrong 
defence in time of war ; and the multitude of the 
Prince's children is the fecuriiy of his people, both 
in war and peace. 

The Sultan's adventure, as he was going to Scu- 
tari, puts me in mind of an accident, which beiel < 
one of the ancient Kings of Egypt, who, as he 
was walking in the royal garden at Memphis, efpyed 
an eagle flying toward the place where he was j at 
which fight he flood ftill, gazing at the king of 
birds ; till at length the eagle arriving to that part 
t)f the air which was over his head, lets fall a wo- 
man's fhoe at his fret. The King, furprized at this 
accident, took up the flioe, and lurveying its exqui- 
fitefymmetry and form, thence took his meafures 
of the Lady that had worn it, and fuddenly grew 
enamoured of the unknown fair, proclaiming thro' 
all Egypt great rewards to any that could dffcover 
the owner of that (hoe. At length, a certain beau- 
tiful Courtezan of Naucratis, named Rhodope, was 
proved to be the miftrefe of it, who being brought 
to the King's prefence, he took her to his bed, 
making her the partner of his Empire. 

This Lady had a much better fate than the tall' 
Armenian woman, with whom Sultan Ibrahim fell 
in love on the like occafion : For Rhojdope, after 
(he had enjoyed her honour many years, at laft died 

peace- 
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peaceably in her bed, and was entombed in one of 
che pyramids of Egypt : Whereas, thou telleft me, 
that this Armenian, foon after her exaltation to the 
Sultan's embraces, was ftrangled by the Queen- 
Mocher's command. I tell thee it was a bold and 
cruel a<ft, and were the Sultan fenfible how (lie was 
murdered, he would not fpare to vent his indigna- 
tion againft her that bare him, 

« 
P^ris, ad of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year i644« 



LETTER XVIIL . 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

ONE woiild think it an eafy matter for a ftranger 
to conceal himfelf in fo vaft and populous a 
city as is Paris, cfpecially one who makes (6 mean 
and contemptible a figure, as does the fuppofed 
Titus of Moldavia. I little thought that the low- 
nefs of my ftature, and the deformity of my body 
MTould have attracted any curious eyes, but that my 
very habit would have protefted me from all fufpi- 
cion ; and that I might have pafled an age undif-^ 
covered, amongft the infinite crowds of people, who 
throng both the houfes and ftreets of Paris. Yet 
there are fome critical moments of our lives wherein 
fate delights to fport with us, to throw ftumbling 
blocks in our way, to entangle us in difficulties and 
perils. This is a neceflary difcipline of Heaven, to 
rouze men from the lees of fecurity and confidence 
in their own ftrength and abilities, and* to inftrudl 
us, ' that Providence alone can extricate us out of 
^ the labyrinths ^e often fall into.' • 

^ L 3 I was 



2Z1 LETTERS WRIT BY 

I was walking yefterday before the V^^t Tcmfde 
of this city, which is dedicated to Mary the mo- 
ther of Jefiis, when on a fudden I was accofted 
tby one whom I little imagined to have feen in 
*aris} with thcfc words : * Mahmut ! How came 
' you by this habit ? What makes you in this place? 
^ Are you a Chriftian, or do you thus difguife your* 
' felf for other ends ?* Thoumayeft eafi^ imagine, 
what a terror feizcd me, when I knew that he who 
fpoke to me was my old ma(}er at Palermo. It 
brought to my remembrance all the cruel blows and 
ftripes I had received during that irkfome captivity ; 
and I could almoft have fancied myfelf ready for the 
baftinado. However, diflembling my confufion, I 
anfwered brilkly, * Sir, you are miftaken in the 

* perfon, my name is not Mahmut, but Titus. I 
' am a Chriilian and a Catholick, if you are fuch 

* yourfelf, yoy have no realbn toupbraid my habir, 

* fince I wear it as a badge of my profeffion, being 

* >a fiudent and candidate of the priefthood/ 

This answer, inftead of fatisfyiiig him, did but 
augment his jealoufy, and being of^a paffionate 
temper, be broke out into fierce language, caUing 
me Turk) Infidel, Slave, Dog, and all the iU names 
'hj$ fupy co^ld fggg^ft. He fpoke foloud, that it 
was taken notice of by the people as they walked 
by, who began to gather about us, toJearn the oc* 
cafion of fo much noife. 1 then condemned myfelf, 
for not rather owning myfelf to him, and inviting 
him to fome more retired place, where I might give 
him an account of my cHcumftances. I looked up- 
on myfelf as a dead man^ and would gladly have 
fuftained feven years of fervitude again in Sicily, to 
have been rid of the fear I was now under of a 
more terrible puni(hment. 

While I was in this confufion of fpirit, thinking 
of nothing but racks and tortures, the noife of the^ 
rabble who flocked about us bad alarmed the peo- 
ple that were at their dcvoiktM ia the church, who • 

came 
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came rirnning out to enquire the caufe of fuch a 
tumult : Amongft the reft a Friar, eminent for his 
learning and virtues, and who h^d a particular 
efteemand friendfhip forme, perceiving the matter, 
came up clofeto me, and taking me by the hand, 
fpoke aloud thefe words : * Sirs, forbear to injure 

* a ftranger in the court of the mother of God. I 
^ know this man very well, and will bs refponfible 
^ for him; he is a Catholick clerk, and fervant of 

* the living God/ The rabble gave a great (hout 
at the end of this harangue, and had not my Sici- 
lian mailer made a narrow efcape, they would have 
endangered to tear him in pieces. I know not what 
become of him afterwards, but I attended the Friar 
into the temple, where we ftaid during the celebra- 
tion of their mafs, and then he conducted liie through 
the inner parts of the temple, by private ways, into 
the lodgings of the priefts, whence we iffued out by 
a poftern, and taking biiat, we crofled the river 
Seine into the fields. The Friar congratulated my 
efcape from the hands of the multitude, and I re- 
turned him a thoufand thanks for lifting me out cf 
the mire* 

Thou feeft, dear friend, that the Arabian pro- 
verb fpeaks not in vain, when it fays, ^ That the 

* hs^itation of danger is on the borders of fecurity : 
^ And, that a man never runs greater hazards, than 

* when he Icaft fears them.' 

He that turns the fcales of life and death, good 
and evil, grant that fome happy emergency may al- 
ways arife, to divert the perils which thou (halt 
incur in this uncertain life. 

Piris, ^th of the 9ih MocMit 
of the Year 1644. 
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LETTER XIX. 

To the Kaimacham. 

THIS court is now in mourning for the death 
of the chief Mufri, or Pope. And indeed, 
there fcems to be more than mere ceremony in it, 
he having 9)! along favoured the French intereft. 
He had almoft paffed the twenty- fecond year of his 
pontificate, which few of the Popes have done fincc 
bt. Peter, a dilciple of their Meffias, from whom 
they pretend to derive their fucceflion. Their hif- 
torics fay, that this Peter was the Mufti of Rome 
five and twenty years, and that fince him, not one, 
whether he was clefted young or old, has enjoyed 
the fovercigniy fo long. Thofe that have approached 
neareft to it, were Adrian I. Sylvefter I. and this 
Urban VIII. who is now dead. It is reported, that 
at the coronation, the mafter of the ceremonies 
kneeling down, burns flax before him that is eleded, 
and with a loud voice, repeats thefe words thrice : 

* O Holy Father! think not you are to live here as 

* long as did St: Petery but Jet this flame put you 

* in mind of the vanity of the world, and how 

* fwiftly the glory of it pafles away/ | 
Gardinal Pamphilio fycceeds him in the Roman \ 

chair, and has given himfelf the. name of Inno- 
cent X. it being the cuftom always at their promo- 
tion, toaflume'thename of fome holy man (a ftrange 
piece of hypocrify, as if that was fuflicient to at- 
tone for their own wicked lives:} But none of 
them has prefumed to taloe the name of Peter, 1 
out of refpedt to the Firft Vicar of -Jefus: This j 
Pamphilio is above threefcore and twelve years of 
age, by whofe exaltation, the family of the Barba- * 
rinis, to whom he was a profefled enemy, begin to 
fall into difgrace. Cardinal Antonio, one of the 

family, , 
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family, is taxed with embezzline the treafure of 
ihe church, committed to his trutr^ 

He flies to France for fuccour, and though fie bad 
mo great reafon toexpeft Cardinal Mazarini's friend- 
ihip, having formerly oppofed his intereft at the 
Roman court, in the time of the late Pope Urban j 
yet this Cardinal, by an excefs of generofity, has 
efpoufed his caufe, and engaged his mafter, the 
King of France, in his quarrel. 

What Will be the iflue of this contention, time 
-Willi evince. But men begin to talk already, that 
the Kin^ of France will carry a war into Italy, 
which will (hake the walls of Rome itfelf. 

Thus there is no ftability in human affairs, but * «^^ 
Time and Providence perpetually ftart new events. 

God grant that thou mayeft live to fee the Otto- 
man Crefcent on the top of St. Peter's church in 
Rome. 

Paris, 6*h of the loth Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 



LETTER XX. 

To the Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 



THE great preparations which Sultan Ibrahim 
is making by land and fea, affords a fubjedl 
of difcourfe to all Chriftendom ; but admtnifters 
a fpecial occafion of jealoufy to the Republick of 
Venice. 

They look on his declared intentions to invade 

Malta, only as a cover or cloke to his real dedgns 

upon themfelves, being confirmed in their fufpicion 

by the complaints which the Sultan made to Soranzo 

L 5 their 
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their Reftdent at tie Porte, ^hen he delivered brra- 
ftlf wUh. aa air, that exprefled far deeper refent- 
meots than his words. 

Nor can the artificial ftrains. of courtefy which 
are ufed toward the Refiderit, blind or cancel the 
apparent affront and contempt which he received 
Crom the Kaimacham, who rerufed to give brm au- 
dience, after fome hours attendance, though at the 
fiiDoe tioxev Himcc Ra^otfki*s Envoy was admitted 
at the firft word* 

Thcfc confiderations, with others of the like na- 
ture, have fufficiently alarmed the Venetians, (o 
% ^ that they are makiog all the feafonabte preparations 

that are requiilte, to oppofe the torrent of the Ot- 
toman fury and rage, which they apprehend is to 
be poured on them. This they perform with all 
imaginable diligence and fecrecy, beiftg neither 
willing to give a juft ground of jealoufy to the 
Sultan, nor yet to be furprized unprovided* 

There have lately been extraordinary confulta- 
tions in the Senate about thefe affairs, fome difap- 
proving thefe warlike preparations, others promo- 
ting them : One party judging, that a peace oiight 
rather to be purchafed with a tender of gold : A 
contrary fide pleading, that fuch a purchalc would 
be both difhonourable and difadvantageous, fince 
upon every new difguft, the Ottomans would com- 
mence, or at leaft threaten a war, on purpofe to 
ereft a continual mart for peace, the fale thereof 
being lite to prove fo profitable to them. Among 
the reft of the Senators, Signior GVimaldi made an 
oration, of which I have obtained an authemick 
copy. And it fpeaks thus : 

* THIS glorious Republick,. which has flouriflxed 
'* for fo many ages, ought not, in my opinion, to 

* become the merchandize of upftart mepherds. It 

* is needlefs to recount our original, or wipe off the 
Nv * ancient duft of our primitive recordir, thartwe may 

' ^ 'he 
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^ be aHe to tell the world, we are the reKcks of 

* Troy. It is bootJefs to put you in mind^ how this 

* moft ferene and fiouri(hrng ftate laid her firft foui>- 
^ dations in the fea-, and built her nefl: in the floods : 

* That the Nereida fled to her fhadow j and the reft 

* of the Sea-Gods, even Neptune htmfelfy courted 
^ bsr alliomce and proteftioD. Suffice it to fay, that 

* this iridorious ftate, thus founded afid butk^ has 
^ fpread her conquefts through Iftria, Dalmatia, and 
^ Epims ; has annexed under her government Corfu,^ 
^ Cefrfialenia, Zant, and Crete, with many other 

* idands of the Adriatick and Mediterranean feas ; 

* and that this Virgin* Commonwealth has preferVed 

* herfelf undeflowered thefe twelve hundred years. 

* In ail which time, {he never fubmitted to the Jufl- 

* ful tyranny of any foreign conqueror. And muil: 

* file now become a common proftitute to Iiifide>s, 

* be bought and fold at any rate, and pay the price 

* of her own flavery ? Has this moft auguft Senate, ' 

* by a long feries of fuccefsful wars, been exalted to 

* the height of fovcreign power,, and is ihe flow to 

* be braved into a bafe a«d mercenary peace, the 

* gilded mafk of abjecft flavery ? We that havtf^ 

* itemmed the torrent of Ottoman invafion«, and 
^ reftfted the puiffancc of all Afia, muft we now pull 

* down our own banks, and tamely let th€ proud 

* infulting enemy in,- paviiig his way with gold? 
' Rouee up, my Lords, the ancient genius of this- 

* mighty ftat€v awaken the old Venetian valour ; 

* and, unie&'you rcfolve always to bear the Otto- 
^ itizn y%>ke, now (hake it off, and make a war your 
' choice rather than your laft remedy. 

' The eyes of all the weftern nations are fixied on» 

* this atig^ft Aflembly. The fate of Chriftendony 
^ is- n^yw in> the fca)es,i it l» in- your power ak>De feo* 

* tu^n^the doubtful balance; itjis frdmyour unfliakeiv 
^ vtaioui* thd ehriflrian world expeds a benefit, which^ 
*' fliall ^e recorded^ on* the pillarS' of eternity. Suflbi* 
^ lioe^youiAlvesi^ faioft. excellent LocdSf to be ca*' 

* joled by the fpecious pretences of the Ottomans 

L 6 * fox I 
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* 4oK ; but confide in your own illuftriousartns, and 
*the iufticc of your caufe, which will not fail to at- 

* traft the favours of Divine Providence. Let not 

* thofe laurels, which have been all along fprlnkled 

* with the noble blood of your renowned anceftors» 

* be tamely taken from your heads, and trampled 
^ under the feet of Infidels. Whom do your fear t 

* A man fupinely lulled in wanton pleafures ; 

* drowned in the foft delights of his Seraglio; a 

* fitter champion for the held of Venus, than for 

* the bloody toils of Mars, the harlh fatigues of 

* war ? But what do you dread ? The bugbear title , 
^^^ * of Grand Signior? It is in our power to ch^ck 

* his boafted grandeur, and make him fenfible, the ' 
' State of Venice has a fword can match the Turkifh 

* fcymitar. ! 

• Do but refolve, the work is half done. I feel al« 

* ready in my mind blifsful prefages of a lafting 

* peace, the effect of a juft and feafonable war, which 

* is much to be preferred to the precarious truce, i 

* (for it deferves no better title) which they defign ' 

* to cheat us with, in contemplation of our gold ; a 
^ truce wbich they will break at pieafure, to ftart 

* new grounds of com pofition. Thus could we drain 

* the Indies dry, we muft refund our treafure in the 
^ Oitomaii coffers, and all too little to fatiate their 

* greedy avarice, and tyrannous demands. Thus 

* would the moft Serene Republick of Venice be 
*. poftponed to the Divan of Algiers, who have al- 
' ready (haken off the TurkiQi yoke, retaining in- 
*" deed the fervile name of fubje<^s, but refufing the 

* tribute they were wont to pay. Let us not luffer 
*• that barbarous little ftate, thus nobly to affert th^ir 
*' liberty, whilft we refign our necks to the yoke, 

* Our fleets are numerous, our foldiers difcipfined, 
^ our feamen |)6ld and expert, our treafury full of 

* the nerves of war. Let us be in a readinefs, and 

* ^ Sultan Ibrahim dares be the firft aggreflbr, then 

* beat drum, found trumpet, and every man to hia 

W This . 
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This huiEng harangue of Signior Grimaldf, 
though ^it met with fome abettors in the Senate, yet 
the counfel of the great and wifer heads prevailed ; 
which was, to fend orders to the Venetian Refldenc 
at Conffantinople, to found the inclinations of the 
Sultan, and, if poflible, to make a pecuniary 
accommodation. 

This intelligence I received from a Jew, living at 
Venice ; one whom I confide in, and who gives me 
a conftant and faithful account of all the important." 
occurrences of that State. He is familiar with 
Gtrolamo Puflerla and Bernardino Liipulo, two of 
the Senators who voted for peace ; by which means 
he can eafily feel the pulfc of the Venetian State, 
nothing of moment being concealed from him by 
thefe Clariflimos. 

The late aSion of Giacomo de Riva, Supra- 
veditor of Tino, againft the fliips of Tripoli and 
Tunis, is interpreted to be done altogether in his 
own defence. I doubt not but it will be otherwife 
reprefented at the Porte 5 hut I wifli fome men's 
groundlefs difcontents, and the private interefis of 
others, be not improved to the notion of publick 
injuries, by the artifice of fuch ^s wifh not well to 
the Ottoman Empire. 

I difcharge my duty in fending thee the beft intel- 
ligence I can in this juncture. 

God, the Supreme Monarch of the Univerfc, 
difpofe thefe overtures, and all other human events, 
to the exaltation of the Ottoman Empire, and the 
propagation of the true faith. 

Paris, X3th ef the roth Mood, 
of the Year x644. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Ta Mirza Muba^mmed Eflfendi, Vicar to the 
Mufti. 

TH E Jews have a proverb, thaf • He vAio 
• breeds not irp his fon to tome tr^^ mal:e^ 

* him a thref.* And the Arabians fay, that • afn 

* idle perFon is the DevrTs playfellow.' Therefore 
Our holy and wife Lawgiver has commanded all true 
Believers to exerdfe themfelves every day in fome 
manual occupartion. Neither is the Sultan upon 
the throne any more exempted from obedience to 
this univcrfal precept, than he who cleans the 
ftreets. The foul of man is adtive as fire ; or, to 
take our com pari fon (as the Hebrews d_o) from an- 
other element, it can no more cea-^e from being 
bufy, than water can with-hold itfelf from running 
out ofeveryht>leof aficve. Men will be always^ 
exerting their faculties one way or other, and there 
is no medium between good and evil. Whofoever 
is not employed irf one^ muft necefl&rily fell into the 
ofther. Thefe arc the points Co which all the lines- 
of human adions tend, the centers where all our 
afiairs meet. But though there be no fuch fhing as* 
t mediocrity between thefe two extremes, and 
every man is within the circumference ehher of 
virtue or vice j yet there are certain fteps and degree? 
in each ; fpecinck diflferences a!fo, whith take rheir^ 
rife and proportion from nature, morality, and reli- 
gion. Thus human providence teaches us, of two 
evils to chufe the leaft; while the divine oracle 
inftnj£b us, not to ftand upon niceties and punc- * 
tilios with virtue, but to pum forward till we arrive 
at an heroick generofity. 

As for me, who fcrve the Grand Signior in this 
fiatiofl) I am forced to compound with the law, and 

capita- 
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capitulate with the fcttrtr precepts of the Afeorair. 
I tell many a lie, tkat I may do the more efFedoat 
fervice to truth. I ant compelled to deny my reli- 
gion, that I may prepare a way for others to profx(-» 
fate it. By oblique stttd remote fetches of polky^ 
accorapJrflj the direft mtentiofTS of juftice, while I 
commit little trices among the Infidels, to imrcdmce 
great virtues. TTms- maferng good the counki of 
the Perfian Philofopher, * That it is neceflaiy for 

* him who would reach his journey's end, fome- 

* times to go round about.' And thou knoweft 
what encouragement has been given, me,* being 
aiTured by the Sovereign Prelate of our holy law, 
"Thiit whife I keep in the orb of mv dtrty to the 
Grand Signior, 1 am out of the Devil s circle. 

If thou woiildeft know how I bufy myfelf at my " 
hours of leifure, I make watches; not knowing 
how better to fpendmy vacant time, than in framing 
an inftrument whereby I may perceive how time 
pafles away. This little engine points out each mi- 
nute, and meafures exaftly the fucceflionof hours ^ 
It keeps pace with years, yet outruns not months. 
It is the journal erf the fun, a faithful record of his* 
daily travel through the heavens. In a word, it is 
the Secretary of Time, and a compendious hiftory 
of the firft-born iflue of Eternity. 

Eliachim the Jew takes fome ofF my hands ; and 
the reft I prefent to the grandees^ or any body whom. 
I would oblige. I have fent fome by the way o( 
Vienna to themoft Venerable Mufti, and to thy- 
felf, as alfo to others of my friends at the Sublime 
Porte. They are all fealed up, with diredions 
to thofe for whom they are defigned. 1 wilh that 
this mean teftimony of my duty and affedlion may 
be accepted ; and that my fuperiors would fronft 
hence conclude^, that I amjno bad hufband of my 
time. 

The Unchangeable EfTence, who moves all things* 
yei is nsoved or none s. who teU aU the fprings add 

wheels 
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whcds of Nature a-goin?, yet remains himfelf in 
eternal reft; beholding all things paft, prefent, and 
to come, with one undivided glance ; grant that I 
may be approved of Heaven, while f obey tbe 
Mufti and his Vicar on earth. 

If thou favoureft the caufe of the merchant who 
brings thee this letter, thou fhalt do well. He will 
infoim thee of his affairs. God increafe thy fe* 
Ucity. 

Paris, stftd of the zoth Mooo, 
of the Year 1644. 



LETTER XXII. 
To Hali Omri, Bafla. 

THOU that art exalted from a Page to one of 
the higheft dignities in the Empire, and pbf- 
fefleft an eminent fharc of the Sultan's favour, wiit 
not be difpleafed. if Mahmut, whom thou haft for- 
merly honoured with thy friendftiip, puts, thee -in 
mind of fome qualifications that are requiflte in a 
favourite. I know thy abilities are great, yet he 
that walks on pinnacles will not refufe the afliftance 
of any kind hand that offers it, nor tax a man with 
, prcfumption for endeavouring to preferve him from 
a fall. 

It will not be fufficient that thou art very zealous 
to ferve the Sultan, to aggrandize his honour, ^nd 
prop the imperial dignity : Nor that thou art ex- 
tremely accurate in managing the affairs committed 
to thy charge : That thou art affiduous and extra- 
ordinary careful j not addi£led to recreations and 
pleafirre : That thou art rigoroufly juft, deaf to 
flattery, and -inexorable to bribes 3 but in all things 
" foU- 
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fblicitous for thy Sovereign's intereft and grcatnefs, 
without any other bias, fave that of untainted 
loyalty. (All thefe, I muft confefs, are great vir- 
tues in a Statefinan and a favourite ; yet they may 
become vices, by their excefs as well as their aefe<3, 
and he that fleers not his courfe in the golden mean» 
may foon precipitate himfelf into ruin.) But it is 
al(p neceflary for thee to have an eye to the fatis- 
fa<^ion of the fubjedl, as well as to the Prince's 
prerogative. It will not be fafe to immolate the 
people's in.terefts and liberties to the humours and 
caprices of the Sovereign. Neither will he thank 
or reward thee for fuch a dangerous piece of zeal. 
Nay, Oiould he hlmfclf command thee to do any 
thing which would intrench on their rights and privi- 
leges, thou ouehteft rather to fhew thy fidelity, in 
humbly remonltrating to him the ill confequences of 
fuch a proceeding, than by a blind oUedience to 
betray both him and thyfelr to the publick odium. 
On thee to be fure it will faften, however thy 
mafler may efcape ; and thou muft fall a yidim to 
appeafe the incenfed multitude, and fave him harm* 
lefs. 

This was the cafe of the Duke d'Olivarez, the 
late Mihifter and favourite of the King of Spain. 
He was endued with all the ferementioned virtues"^ 
i-equifite in a Statefman 3 but his immenfe zeal to 
advance the King's prerogative betrayed him to fuch 
meafures of oppreflion and tyranny, as were the 
occafton of his ruin. 

TheSpaniards claim certain franchifes and immu- 
nities, which when granted them, they pay a 
voluntary homage to the Caftilian crown. D'Oliva- 
rez fought to bereave them of thefe their native 
cuftoms and liberties, which by degrees gave fo 
general a difguft to that apprehenfive nation, that 
they broke out into an open rebellion. Hence 
fprung the revolt of Catalonia and Rouffilion ; and 
the total defection of Portugal. He thought by 
rigour to drive- thefe people to extremes, making 

them 
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them fall into treafon, and then taking advantage 
of their crimes, to make his matter more abfolute. 
But thefe indire£t courfes never profpered; and we 
now fee the Duke of Braganza by this. means efta- 
bliOied in the throne of PortugaJ, that kingdom 
quite rent from Spain, and the other provinces in 
the hands of the French. 

The Spanifli grandees, fenfible of the maladmf- 
niftration of the favourite Duke, grew difgufted, 
withdrew from the Court and from their charges, 
leaving the King always deftitute of attendants at 
home, or officers abroad; yet none durft difcover 
the grounds of their difcontent, t\)\ theConftable of 
Caftile broke the ice on the following occafion: 
The Conftable is one of the prime nobility of 
Spain, dedijcing his pedigree from a race of Kings, 
Him had Olivaroz made his mortal enemy, by pro« 
pofing a match between a fon of his and the Con* 
ftables daughter. This fon, whether ivatural, or 
only adopted, is not certainly known, but he had 
lived an obfcure and debauched life, not fo much aS 
taken notice of^ unlefs for hi9 4ifib)itte ittamiers and 
enormous crimes, which had once expofed him to 
the fentence of death, had he not met with better 
fortune than he deferved. All the Nobles wer* 
highly difgufted, when they faw this prodigal owned 
by Olivarez "for his natural fon and heir, invefted 
with the higheft dignities of the kingdom, and 
made mafter of prodigious riches j efpecially finc€ 
he was no ways worthy of fuch preferment, retain^" 
ing ftill his former viced, and giving every where 
proofs of an ab)eft and bafe genius. To fee fuch an 
one made Prefident of the Indies, and at the helghth 
of honour, in a fair way to fucceed the Duke in the 
Miniftry, irritated the whole Cou^t, and dr.ove the 
Conftable of Caftile to impatience. He utterly 
refufes the match, difdaining that his daughter 
fhould he linked to fuch an upftart 5 he remonftrates 
to the King the exorbitant ambition of OlivareZ'. 

In 
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In fine, being feconded by other Lords of the Court, 
and by letters from the German Emperor, he fo far 
prevailed .on the King, that his eyes began to be 
opened, and he now clearly faw, that all the difor- 
ders of the government owed their origin to the ill 
condu<5t of Olivarez. Wherefore, taking the advice 
of his' faithful CounfeHors, he baniflied him the 
Court, deprived him of all authority, confined him 
firft to a place not far from Madrid, and afterwards 
to Thoro, a city in Old Caftile. 

Thus fell that great Minifter, through his own 
ambition to rife ; feeking by unwarrantable methods 
to fecure his mailer's favour, he incurred the heighth 
of his difpleafure, and brought upon his own head 
an irrecoverable difgrace and ruin. 

I fend thee this example, as a teftimony of my 
friendfhip and fidelity ; and that thou mayeft inform 
the Divan of the true grounds of this man^s misfor'* 
tune. The King has now taken the reins of 
government into his own hands, though it is 
thought too late. 

I wiflh thee an increafcof virtues and happincfs, 
and that thy moderation may keep thee ftedfaft ift 
the Sultan's favour. 

Paris, 4th 6f the izth Mood, 
of the Year x644» 
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LETTER XXIII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

IT is, thou knoweft, a confiderable time fince I 
was love-fmittcn with the beautiful Daria, who 
was fair as an angel, and difcreet above any mortal 
creature. It is hard to fay, whether the beauty of 
her mind) or that of her body, ftruck deepeft im- 
preffion on my foul. How long were the nights, and 
how Oiort my flumbers! and what a general diftrac 
tion of thoughts was I in ! I could not abide my 
chamber ; and when I went out, no other places 
could pleafe me. I knew not what I faid or thought, 
whether I dreamed or was really awake, ftood or 
fat, went backwards or forwards, all poftures and 
plaqes being alike, feeing none of them could afford 
mc the relief 1 (ought after. 

. I imagined no lefs but that I muft thus languKh 
on s y^t I^ find, tha,t time and abfence have at 
length made way for reafon. Marvel not, dear 
OgTou, I have fuftered thefe tranfports. Our paf- 
fions are not in our power: We cdnnot love and 
hate when and whom we pleafe- There is a 
conformity of blood, wherein the ftars, they fav, 
work wonders. It is true, no man can love and be 
wife at the fame time; but, prithee, tell me, Didfl: 
ever know any wife nian, who was not, one time 
or other, in love ? Remember thino, own paffion for 
the fame obje£t, which will make thee the eafier to 
excufe mine. I will tell thee a ftory, which I have 
fomewhere read ; which, if it does not palliate, yet 
will not aggravate my weaknefs. 

A certain countryman, having lofl his afs, came 
to the muezin, or cryer, deiiring him to give notice 
at the door of one of^ their mofques, which he did 

for 
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for three feveral feflivals ; but no news being heard 
of the animal, the owner urged the muezin to 
continue his former proclamations, with the reward 
of a fat pig to the finder. The muezin being an 
arch wag, and tired with the fellow's importunity, 
one day, when the ceremonies of their fuperftitious 
worfhip was ended, and people flocked amain out 
of the mofque, he made this following proclamation : 

• If there be any man here amongft you^ who will 

• come forth, and folemnly profefs he never was in 

• love, he (hall have a fat pig/ 

An ungainly, loobily fellow, who was leaning 
liftening on his ftaff, bawled out, * That he could 
^ fafely take his oath he was the perfon who had 

• never been in love.* Whereupon the muezin, 
taking him by the fleeve, prefents him to the coun«- 
tryman, faying, ^ Here friend, I have found your 
^ ais, the pig is mine.' 

• Rejoice with me for the recovery of my liberty, 
and believe an experienced man, when he tells thee, 
that a man's love to his friend, though it be not fo 
violent and ftrong as that to his miftrefs, yet is 
more folid and laftmg. 

Paris, xith of the xxth Mooo, 
of the Year 1^44. 



LETTER XXIV. 
To the Invincible Vizir Azcm, at the Porte. 

SINCE thou, who art the center and fource of 
all dignity, haft drawn back one ray of honour 
rntothyfejf, whofe emanation before made fome of 
thy flavcs illuftrious, with the title and power of 

Captain 
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Captain Bafla : Since thou thyfelf, I fay, who art 
always eeneraltifimo by land, vouchfafeft alfo at 
this juncttire to become Bafla of the fea, I wifli that 
both elements may prove propitious to thee, and 
fate crown Ay arms with the hetghth of fuccefs. 
May the King of the waters proclaim a Nefiraum 
whererer thou faileft, and may the winds, pay 
homage to the banner of the Ottoman Empire. 
In a word, may yielding waves and timely gales 
comrey thee iafe and profperous to Venice, and 
may fortune always attend that courage, which 
never forfook thee when thy maflec's honour lay at 
flake. 

The Empire of the Ofmans is highly obliged to 
Providence for fuch a valiant ami experienced 
leader <tf their armies. There is need of the reib* 
hition of Alexander the Great to encounter with all 
the formidable difficulties and hazards of this war. 
Thou art not marching s^inft the foft and effemi- 
nate Perfians, men drowned in the luxurious de«* 
baucheries of A(ia, and enervated by continual 
voluptuoufnefs ; but thou muft combat with the 
fierce Rafcians^ hardy Servians, the valiant inhar 
bitants of Dalmatia and Iftria, men inured to toils 
and fatigues, and fteelpd in blood and flaughter. I 
tell thee there is no State in the world that takes 
more care to breed her fubjedls up in all the difci- 
pline of war, than this republick. Thou haft 
heard of the famous arfenal of Venice : Wilt thou 
believe what Adonai the Jew has told me concern" 
ing that nurfery of war ? He is new^y come from 
thence, and fays that this arfenal alone is half a 
league in circuit ; that there is but one gate and 
dtannel into it,^ by which their veflel^ pafs in and 
out; that in this place, as/in a feininary, are bred 
up an infinite number of flaves, who are a little 
commonwealth by themfelves. Some of thefe are 
employed all the year round in making gallies, galli^ 
aflest pinnaces, brigantines, and ouier ibippingt 
5 with 
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-veith all materials belonging to them, as mafts, oars, 
&c« Others make bullets^ chains, anchors, cannon, 
and all kinds of artillerv, A third fort are bufied in 
making ropes, iails, mrouds, and fuch like naval 
iniplements* 

He fays moreover, that in this magazine are con- 
tained 40,000 piftols, 200,0c o daggers, 60,000 par-* 
tizans, javelins 100,000, crofs-bows 30,000, long* 
bows 50,000, with 500,000 fwords, mufquets 
200,000, 1000 cannon, as many fakers, ^00 cul- 
vcrin^. ^ All thefe are prefervcd as a treafure of war, 
beiides infinite quantities of all manner of weapons 
aad atnmunitions, which are daily carried from 
beoce to furniih their jQiips by fea, and their armies 
and forts by land. Thou wilt conclude from hence^ 
that this is a wife and martial nation, and that 
the conqueft of Venice will coft miiich fweat and 
Slood. 

Wilt thou hear what this Jew fays of their pub- 
lic buildings, which are all made of the beft marble? 
He counts fixty-fix pariih churches, fifty-two 
moaafieriet, twenty-fix nunneries, eighteen cha- 
pels, feventeen hofpitals, and fix fchools: He 
numbers fifty-fix courts of juilice, ten gates of 
brs^, four hundred and fifty ftone bridges, eighty 
thoufand boats, which cannot be ferved with lefs than 
double that number of watermen. The inhabitants 
of this city are computed to be 800,000. By all this 
thou mayeft comprehend the greatndfs and wealth 
of this Republick, and that it is no inglorious enter* 
prize to carry on a war a^ainft it. 

Thefe Infidels give publick toleration to harlots ; 
which is praflifed not only in this city, but all over 
Italy, and brings a vaft revenue into the treafury. 
The whores pence of Venice is faid to amount 
yearly to 100,000 zechins. 

The multitude of Jews does alfo mightily enrich 
that city, who have no lefs than nine fynagogues 
there. They are matters of infinite v^ealth, and 

engrofs 
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^ngrofs the grcateft part of the Levantine trafiick, 
whereby Venice is become fuperlatively wealthy, 
and has acguired the epithet of rich. This is 
grown a famion in Italy ; that every city has its 
peculiar title; as Rome the holy, Padua the learned, 
Milan the great, Naples the proud, and Venice the 
rich. 

One thing extremely pleafes me, and had it not 
a (hew of idolatry, I could not but applaud it as an 
argument of the g<'nerofity of this State. Adonai 
tens me, that there arc no lefs than 165 marble, and 
23 brazen ftatues, erefted by the order, and at the 
charges of this Republick, in honour of the like 
number of valiant foldiers, who have merited well 
of the publick. This is an efficacious encourage- 
ment to others, a fpur to virtue, the cheriftier of 
martial ardour : And Venice herein feems to imitate 
the gratitude of ancient Rome, which never fpared 
any coft to honour her heroes, and render their 
memory immortal. 

God grant thee vidlory over thefe Infidels, that, 
at thy return, laden with the Venetian fpoils, thou 
niayeft rejoice in the royal careflTes and favour of our 
glorious Sultan, and that not only Conftantinople, 
but all the Ottoman Empire, ittay celebrate triumphs 
for the fuccefs of thy arms, 

Paris, azft of the nth Moon, 
of tke Year 1644. 
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LETTER XXV. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

IT appears by thy melancholy letters thou haft not 
forgot the lofs thou formerly fuftained by fire> 
l>ut ftifl continueft to difturb thyfelf with difmal ap- 
preheniions of fpending thy days in ignominious 
poverty. I am afraid thou didft fet thy heart too 
much on thy wealth, which makes thee fo uneafy 
iinder thy misfortune. Perhaps thy money was thy 
mafter; and God, in removing it from thee, has 
made thee free, and thereby fitted thee for the con*- 
^ennplations of the Univerfe. 

Never fear want ; the -fame Providence which 
took care of thee before thou cameft into the world, 
will never be wanting to thee now thou art in it. It 
is but a little that we need, and it will not be long, 
before it will be impoffible for us to want any 
thing. Poverty never meets the thinking and in- 
duftrious ; and a man may fatisfy Nature without 
the leaft obligation to Fortune.; who, when flic 
ieems moft angry with us, fcarccever denies us ne- 
•ceflaries. The belly, indeed, is a troublefome cre- 
ditor, yet is quieted with a little. Seneca tells us. 
That Epicurus confined himfelf to a narrower al- 
lowance, than that of the fevcreft prifons to the 
moft heinous offender ; and found himfelf at eafe 
too in a ftrider diet, than any man in the worft 
condition needs to fear. But the mifery of it is, 
•we are governed in all things by opinion, and every 
thine is to us, as we think it^o be. 

The fame great man tellsus of one Apicius, who 

poifoned him^lf for fear of ftarvin^, wheh he had 

two hundred and fifty piafters in Jiis coffers. And 

.another more modern Pbilofopher relates, That a 

VoL.U. M , rich 
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rich man, an acquaintance of his, falliog mad, 
fnatched up a ftraw, and complained he muil perifh 
with hunger^ for he faw there was no grain in the 
empty hufks. 

It is faid of the Emperor Galba, That he was 
wont to weep, when he faw his table better co- 
vered than ordinary. And I have read of a certain 
Chrlftian Mufti, who was fo wretchedly covetous, 
that he would fieal privately into the great Mofque 
of Rome, and put out the lamps tbefe, to fave 
charges. 

But methinks, I hear thee murmuring me an an- 
fwer. That this was never thy humour i and theie 
citations make little impreflion on a man, ^4t has 
had his houfe and goods burdt, and n«irrowIj^C9ped 
in his own perfon. 

Shall I tell thee then, what happened lately to 
thefe parts, which will, perhaps, make thee more 
contented, and thankful for thy life } feeing what 
was thefe poor people's lot, might have been tbine. 

Certain confiderable merchants coming to this 
town, and lodging at an inn, not far from my 
quarters, the houfe being full of guefts, they were 
forced to be content with an upper roomy where, 
entertaining one another iltrith pleafant difcourfe, to 
pafs away the time till fupper, on a fudden the 
kitchen was all in a flame, unfortunately increafed 
with combuflible matter, lying near the chimney. 
Some fay, there was a great quantity of oil and 
gunpowflfer (an odd ftorehoufe to lay fuch com- 
modities in). However, the fire appeared fo fud- 
denly and violently, that in a moment all the floor 
under them, was feized with it. 

Thefe gentlemen, who were two ftories high, 
in a chamber towanls the ftrect, as foon as they 
heard the cry of Are, began to make towards their 
trunks ^nd portmanteaus, which were locked up in 
a large coffer, the key of which hung at their 
hofieu's girdle.. They were for going down to 

fetch 
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fetch it, but the fire had in a manner confumed all 
beneath them* Wbilft they yr^re bufied in trying 
%lf break open the coffer, and to take out every man 
his own, their chamber became inftantly fo full of 
iinoke, as was like to choke them. They could 
neitner fave themfelves by going up or down, the 
houfe being all oyer in a flame. Moreover, their 
neighbours feeing their own houfes in danger, were 
fck concerned for themfelves, that they had no time 
Cp pity others. So that few people attempted to 
Aiccour thefe poor gentlemen, who, on their fide^ 
endeavoured with great pieces of wood, to force 
a pafTage ; but the walls and windows were too 
ftrong to give way to their efforts, being fecured 
with thick iron bars, faflened to the flones. In this 
lamentable condition, having this tnexorable.flame 
before their eyes, which had already feized o^ the 
chamber, tearing the hair of their heads, and ftamp^ 
ing on the ground, they fent forth fuch dreadful 
Ihrieks, as moved all that heard them to extreme 
companion. 

They threw their gold and filver into the flrects 
in vain, crying for help ; the fire being fo increafed, 
that before the people could bring ladders and other 
inftruments to break a way into the chamber, thefe 
poor wretches miferably perifhed in the flames. 

Thank God thou hafl flill thy life and fenfes; 
-turn thefe laft the right way, and thou wilt find 
thou haft loft nothing. 

Paris, axftof the nth MaoQ, 
9f the Ye^r 1^44* 
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LETTER XXVL 

To the Reis Efiendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 

THE Spaniards are tke proudeft people in the 
world. They ftnit like cranes as they go 
along the ftreets, and walk by rules of geometry* 
Here are many of them in this city, iince the revolt 
of Catalonia and RouffilUon. The French accufe 
them of uncompltfance and ill manners, in that they 
will not change their habit or gait, in a country fo 
averfe from formality. 

Tliey are extremely addided to rhodomontados^ 
as thou wilt eafily guefs by this which follows: 
Lewis XIII. afkine a Spaniih officer, who was a 
prifoncr of war, * Why the Kings of Spain went 

* not in perfontothe wars, as the Kings of France?* 
He anfwered, ^ If the King, my mafter, fliould 
^ lead his own army into the field, the whole earth 

* would tremble under him.' 

Another being afked ; * Why tke Spanifli King 
^ inhisftyle, boafted. That the fun was his hel- 

* met?' replied, * Becaufe that luminary never fets 
^ on all my mafler's territories/ But the French- 
man wittily retorted j * He will neither fet nor rife 
^ on any of your mafter's dominions e'er long, if 

* the Great Lewis goes on with his conquefts.' 
Indeed, to pais from jeft to earneft, this vi£to- 

rious King continually pares away fome part or 
other of the Spanifii monarchy. I have acc^uainted 
the Minifters of the Divan, with the moft import- 
ant paflages of this war, except the taking of 
Graveline, which I did not then think fo conlide- 
rable a place, as I am fince informed it is. It is a 
&atown, lying on the northern ibore of France, 

and 
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and commanding the Narrow Seas, between the 
Continent and England. Some fay, that it is one 
of the ftrongeft towns 4n Europe. The French 
I^ng, b^ the conqueft of this place, is in a condU 
tion to give the law by fea to the northern nations. 
^ The Great God, who protefls rfie Ottoman Em- 
pire, fet limits to the conquefts of thisChriftian King^ 
and. fo continue the wars of thefe Inddel Princes,. 
that neither any of them may be in a condition, nor 
all of them together be agreed, to make head againfl 
the arms of our invincible Sultan I 

Paris, 3d of the zsith Moon^ 
of the Year 1644^ 



LETTER XXVII. 
To Dicheu Huffein Baflk. 

THOU haft already, in the Divan, heard of thr 
prefent convulfions of the Englifli ftate* I 
communicated to the Vizir Azem, what intelligences 
I had received of the troubles of that kingdom. Be* 
fides, the Imperial City is full of ftrangers of all 
nations, who maintain correfpondences with their 
feveral refpedive countries: VVhence it comes to 
pafs, that whatfoever is done in the moft remote 
corners of the earth, is foon known to the Minifteri 
of the Sublime Porte, which is the fan^uary of the 
whole world. But I (hall gratify thee, in unveiline 
the interior of thofe events, which have made fuc& 
a noife. Thou art naturally curious in thy re« 
fearches ; and I (ball prefent thee with fome addi* 
tional remarks, which I have made on the Englifli 
afFairs, fince I wrote to the Supreme Minifter on 
that fubjed. 

M 3 lac- 
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I sicqaainted him, that the late Cardinal RichTieti 
had a hand in embnsiling ihat ifland, as he had in 
exciting the tumults of Catalonia, and promoting 
the revolution of Portugal. The part which he 
aded was by proxy. He had his agents there, to 
blow up into a flame, the fparks which lay ftnother- 
ing in the breafi^s of that difcontented people. Thofe 
of the Latin church refle£l on it as a judgment on the 
Englifli nation, that they have never been free from 
eonfplracies, feditions, and rebellions, fince the 
time they (hook ofF their obedience to the Roman 
Mufti ; which was in the days of King Henry VIII. 

|p^** ^ As if that revolt in point of religion had been the 
fource of all the following tumults and diforders in 
the ftate* It is certain, religion has great influence 
on mens morals; and where a liberty of innovating 
is once allowed, it makes continued progreffions. 
Some French Antrquaffes Tiy, Tfiat |he Englift 
embraced the Roman communion for the fpace of 
feven hundred years : ^ that during fo long a 
time, they never had any civil wars, out fuch as 

\y.^ . were made on the account of fucceflion to the 
rrown B«t-that after they Had changed Iheir'faith; 
they were always reiHcfs, ftill hatching feme altera- 
tion in the government. I know not how far thefe 
obftrvations are juftiitable, nScn being generally par- 
lial to their own caufe : But the pre^nt ftirs in that 
ifland, feem to owe their increafe, if not their birth, 
to the latitude which the fubjefls take in matters of 
confcience. Whilft every man caryes out to hitn- 
felf fuch a religion as heft pleafes him ; without 
being accountable to the ftate, or paying any tribute, 
as is the praftice of the Ottoman tmpire : Hence 
it is a few men's ambition to conform to the religion 
of the Prince ; but every k6\ endeavours to perluadc 
both Prince and people, to fubfcribe to their fenti* 
ments ; and the moft potent party threaten all the 
reft with the ill qonfequence of war, in cafe their 
tenets be not eftabliihed. Among all the religions 

. wbicU 
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trhich divide the inhabitants of that ifland, there is 
none far which they have fo general an averfion, as 
that which they call the Roman Catbolick, though 
it was once the eftablifced religion of the country. . 
This is now become the publick eyeforej and the 
reft of the fe<3s, though they are at immortal dift'e- 
rence with each other, yet all join heart and hancj 
to oppofe this common bugbear. The French fay, 
that the Proteftants are like the Englifli maftiiFs, 
two of which I remember were prefentcd to Sultaa. 
Amurath, by the French Ambaflador, with this 
character of them ; * That though, when they quar- 

* relied, they will fight with each other to death ; 
f yet, djiould a bear be let loofe upon them, in the 
^ mtdfl and heat of their fury, they would foon be- 

* come friends, and turn the battle upon their favage 

* enemy.* Such they fay, is the humour of the 
EngKfli fedlaries; and the factious have improved 
it fo far, as to faften the odium of the vulgar on th^ 
King himfelf,.by fuggefting, that he defigns to in- 
troduce the Roman religion, irvto that country t 
whereas, according to the relation of travellers ana 
knowing men, he is a zealous Proteftant. This is 
the pretence of t^Jting up arms againft him : An 
artifice, by which rebellion is generally ufhered in j, 
whiJft the defence of religion is mad!e a cloke for 
facri lege and treafon. 

The Infidels have found out a way to divide a 
man from himfelf, by metaphyfical niceties, a, 
fcience wherein the True Believers are happily ig- 
norant. They are aftually in arms againft their 
Sovereign, yet they declare they fight for him t 
Maintaming their rebellion by this fophiftry, * That 
' they fight againft his natijral perfon, to defend his 

* political ;' as if they could feparate one from the 
other. Some thinking men fay, It is well if they 
do not divorce his foul from his body, by the help 
of thefe juggling diftiniiions. 

M4 His 
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His Viceroy in Ireland has already loft his heacf^ 
for no other crime, but his loyalty to his mafter : 
who is blamed for giving confent to the execution 
of fo faithful a Minifter. Yet the curious pretend 
to trace the footfteps of juftice in this man*s de/- 
tiny, fincc be fell a facrificc to the fame democratick 
principles, whereof he had formerly been a zealous 
patron, having been obferved to be once a great 
oppofer of the royal prerogative. If this be true, it 
feems as if Nemelis herfelf had brought him to his 
punifhment. 

Thou wHt wonder at the prefumption of thcfe 
people, in diverting the King of the military power 
by fea and land, and afluming it themfelves. Efpe- 
pecially when thou confidereft, that this is the eA 
fential prerogative of fovereignty, without which it 
is but an empty title. 

Our invincible Sultans are poflefled of fuch an 
uncontroulable authority, as cannot be transferred 
to any fubjeft, or to all the fubjefts of fo vaft an 
Empire put together ; but it is only communicated 
at tl\c Imperial pleafure, as rays from the fun, 
wbofe emanations, though they are immenfe and 
infinite, yet do they not, in the leaft, diminifh or 
weaken that immortal fountain of light. But the 
Englf(h have not that veneration for their Prince, 
as is found in the Muflulmans : They efteem him 
but the truftee of the commonwealth, the creature 
of the populace, having imbibed the principles of 
Ariftotle, Cato, and other democratick Philofophers ; 
who teach that the fovtreign power is originally in 
the people, and but tranfmitted from, them to the 
Prince by way of deputation and credence. My 
letter to the Prince Vizir will inform thee what the 
Englifh Parliament is. At this time, as I am in- 
formed, it confifts the moft part of men of this ftamp ; 
yet they do not openly profefs thefe antimonarchicfc 
tenets ; but, under the maik of loyalty, amufe the 
credulous multilude with fpecious pretences, ^ of 

* making 
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* niJtking the King the moft glorious Monarch, and . 
^ his fubje£ts the happieft people in the world/ But 
it is thought he will rather confide in his arms, the 
j.ufiice of nis caufe, and the protection of God, than- 
. iixffer hirafelf to be any longer cajolled by their falfe* 
rhetorick. 

He has given them battle ooce^ wherein they fay^, 
tHe vidlory was in an even balance, and neither fide- 
could claim it. 

"The rebels have put to death the Englrlh Mufti, 
vrliom they call the Archbifhop. They ftruck ofF 
bis head with an axe, in the open ftreet^ on the * 
tenth day of the firft moon of the year 1643. 

Before I conclude this letter^ I (hall relate to* 
thee a paflage,. which happened in this King's in-^ 
fancy, worthy of remark : In former' ages, there: 
' MTcre a fort or Philofophers or Pfophets in England,, 
whom they called Druids and Bards. Thefe rn- 
iirudled the people in the belief of a God, the im- 
mortality of the foul^and other principles of natural' 
religion. They foretold things to come; and had' 
acquired fo great a reputation, that the Kings of' 
that country would undertake no affair of mon^nt^ , 
till they had firfl confuhed thefe oracles. Ifis faid, 
there are yet living feme of that pirophetrct racein^ 
the mountains of Scotland. One of* which, a maa 
of great fandlityand wifdonij being arr hundred and; 
twenty years old, came to vifit this King's father;, 
at which time he faw this King,, being then an in- " 
fant in his nurfe's arms, whHfthis elder brother and ' 
liEcir of the crown flood by. The old man, after- 
his compliments to the ; father, takes the infant 
Prince in his arms, and beftows his benediftiort on » 
it in thefe terms, ^ Hail, royal babe^ heir of the 
* two crowns j thou (hall reign a long time happily ; • 
*'but in the end, a flower-de-luce (hall be thy bane/' 
The nobles that were prcfent, -thinking that the ex- 
tremity of age had bereaved him of his reafon, were 
leady.to thrufl him away, offering to take the child ' 
Mjo fionui 
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from him, and telling him, ^ That he miilook ; for 
^ this was not the heir of the crown, but his brother | 

* who ftood by/ But he, with a compofed look ! 
and an afltired carriage, made anfwer, ^ That vehat 

* he fpoke was truth.;* adding withal, * That the 
^ elder brotbcc fliould die before his father; and 
^ that this Ihould live to inherit the kingdoms of 

* Scotland and England/ The event has made 
good fome part of his prophecy ^ for his elder brea- 
ther died at twelve years of age, and he at this day 
pofiefles thofe two kingdoms.; but how the flower- 
de-luce (hall be his bane, time muft evince. It k 
thought, that by it, is meant the French King ; b6- 
caufe that is the arms of the royal blood of France.. 
It is hard to determine of future events, yet there 
are fome who, obfervitig the influence which thia 
court has had on the Englifh commotions, and h6W 
far Cardinal Richlieu has engaged King Lewis XIIL 
in revenging the affronts which were given to his 
fifter, the C^cen of England, by that inhofpitable ' 
nation, make no difficulty of interpreting this pro- 
phecy ; but conclude, that the unfortunate King of 
England will at length fall a vi(9;im to ^e French . 
Tefentments, though his own fubjcdts be inftru- 
mental to his ruin. 

I will continue my intelligence of the Englijfc 
affairs as I receive them. In the mean while, I pray 
the Great God to proteft the Muflulman Empire 
ftom fedition and treafon, and keep the fubj/s^lsoC 
Sultan Ibrahim in their due obedience. 

Paris, X5th of the lath Mpon» 
of the Year 164.4.. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

To Bajazct Ali Hogia, Preacher to the 
Seraglio. 

J]^TERE are to be met with in thefe welWrn part$^ 
Jri infinite numbers of people, who not only de* 
f|>!fe and vilify our law, but their own, and openly^ 
fcoff at all religions in the world. Thefe are known^ 
by the name of Libertines or Atheifts ; which is to 
fay-j people that profefs themfelves enemies to the 
belief of a God. A lewd and unthinking herd of ^ 
animals, who dare not be alone, left they fhould 
come to the remembrance <^ themfelves,, and be 
wifer. 

Thefe people are, m ffmie (&rt, like Ninus, that 
great Affyrian Monarch, who vaunted, he never faw 
the ftars, nor defired it ; worflxipped neither funK 
nor moon, never fpoke to his people, nor took any 
account of them) but was valiant ia eating and 
drinking. 

He was &id to have this thfcrrption on his tomb r 

I WAS FORMERLY NINUS, THE GREAT- 
LORD OF THE WORLD, AND LIVED 
AS THOU DOST. BUT AM NOW NO- 
. THING BUT DUST. ALL THE MEAT 
I HAVE EATEN, ALL. THE HANDSOME 
WOMEN I HAVE ENJOYED, ALL THE 
WORSHIP THAT WAS PAID ME, AND 
ALL THE RICHES I WAS POSSESSED 
OF, HAVE FAILED ME ; AND WHEN 
I SET FORWARD FROM THIS WORLD^ 
INTO THE INVISIBLE STATE, I HAD 
NEITHER GOLD^ NOR HORSE, NOR 
CHARIOT. I AM NOW, I SAY, BUT 
THE DUST THOU TREAI>EBT. ON- 

M.6 Such^ 
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Such another was Sardanapalus, one of the (uo- 
ceflbrs of Ninus in that monarchy, and in the cor- 
ruption of his manners. An effeminate Prince, a 
(lave to his lufts, and not worthy of an Imperial 
crown« It was not to his virtue, or courtige, that 
Nineveh was obliged, for fuftaining a fiege of eight 
and twenty moons, but to the impregnable ftrengtb 
of her. own walls. For fo foon as he was told,, 
that the oracle was fulfilled, and that the river £u- 

Ehrates was joined in league with his enemies, and 
ad, by an unufual flood, broke down a confiderable 
part of the walls in which he trufted ; all his 
bravery vaniihed ; he ihewed he was a coward^ 
and killed himfelf for fear of death. Yet fuch was 
the fordid impotence of his fpirit, that even in this 
way he durft not die alone, but taking his concu^ 
bines and neareft attendants, with all his gold and 
lewels, he forced them to accompany hinl into the 
hollow of a funeral pile, which he fired with his 
own hands, and burnt his fervants with himfelf. I 
<)o not efteem it an effed of courage, to make death 
a fanftuary from the inevitable miferjes of a hated 
life. But to be either willing to die in the heighth 
of human enjoyments, or to jEe refolved to live, and 
outbrave thefe yery calamities, which would tempt 
any man to die, is the peculiar marks of an heroick 
refolution. ' . 

However, thus died Sardanapalus, having defired 
that a monument might be ereded to his memory; 
yaiith this infcription : 

SARDANAPALUS . LIVED MUCH IN A. 
LITTLE TIME. HAVING ALWAYS 
GRATIFIED HIS SENSES:. HE BUILT 
TWO CITIES, ANCHIALA AND TAR. 
SUS, IN ONE DAY J PERFORMED THE 
TASK OF MANY YEARS IN FOUR 
AND TWENTY HOURS: ADVISE& 
THEE, READER^ TO IMITATE HiS 

. EXAMPLE i 
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EXAMPLE; EAT, DRINK, AND EN- 
JOY THYSELF, FOR AFTER DEATH, 
THERE IS NEITHER PLEASURE, NOR 
PAIN. 

Thefe were but pigmies in atheifm, in compa-^ 
rifon of others*^ Dionyfius, the Sicilian Monarch, 
iw'asagiant in infidelity. He not only committed 
facrilege, bat made it his pafliime. He drolled upoii^ 
the^ Gods, while he robbed their temples j into, 
i^hich he never entered without a j,eft, nor de* 
parted from their altars without a fatire. He put 
a woollen garment on the image of Jupiter Olymr 
pus, inftead of the golden robe with which King^ 
jHiero had clothed it; and excufed the facrilege, 
by faying, ' Exchange was no robbery,' and^ 
^ That he confulted the eafe and health of the God 
^ both for fummer and winter.' He played the 
barber to the ftatue of ^fculapius, and fhavedoff 
his golden beard, faying, ^ That fince Apollo, his 

* father, was beardlefs, it was but good manners for * 

* the fon to be fo too.' When he came into a rick 
temple in Syracufa, and faw in the hands of Mars a 
fword, whofe hilt was thick fet with diamonds, 
emeralds, and rubies, he made a mock obeifance,. 
and took the fword from the extended arm of the 
ima^, faying, ' The God of War prefented him 

* With that fword, as an earned of his future vifto- 
^ ries, and he ihould be very ungrateful and impi- 

* ous, not to accept the gift of the deity/ It was a 
nafty affront which Nero put upon the Syrian God- 
defs, when he caufed his excrements ta be throwii 
in her face. 

Thefe were royal Atheifts, and no body durft 
controul their impious pranks. The Libertines now 
a days are more modeft and politick. They dare 
Bot violate temples, nor prophane the altars of the 
Chriftians openly, but lecretly they undermine all 
religion, and.difpute fieople.out of their faith. 

Some. 
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Some oF thefe Atheifts maintain the world toht 
eternal. Others hold, that it came by a fortuitous 
concourfe of atoms v which after an eternal dance, 
in an infinite fpace, at laft jumbled together inta 
that exquifite prder we now behold and contem- 
plate. They profefs themfelvcs Difpiples of Epi- 
curus, yet wilfully corrupt the dodrines of that 
virtuous Philofoph'er, who though he taught, that 
the fupreme felicity of man coniifted in pleafure,. 
yet never meant that of the body, but the purer 
«ov8 and tranquillity of the mindyarifing from a li£s 
led according to reaibn: Whereas t\me modern 
Epicureans place their higheft concentmeirt in the 
^ iatisfaAion of their fenfual appetites. A jolly crew, 
who number their days by debaucheries, and reckoa 
that hour mifpent, wherein they have not drawn 
fomc line of voluptuou^fs. And as if they had 
confecrated themfelves to Bacchus and Venus, wo- 
Bien and wise divide the moft important adions of 
their whole lives. 

They areprdfefled enemies, ta the dodrine of the^ 
refurrecbion, ef good and evil fpirits, of the daiir of 
ludgment, of heaven and hell. They efleem celii- 
gion onlv a& an invention of Politicians^ to reduce 
the world under fome fonn of government; and 
foare not to call Mofes and Jefus the fon of Mary, 
Impoftors^ as well as Mahomet our Holy Lawgiver.. 
They laugh at miracles, and ridicule prophecies; 
and you faadas good talk to them of a man in the 
moon, as of an apparition from the dead. 

Thefe fort df Jbibiertines are not only to be found^ 
ih the- Court* of- ^France,, but iti general all over £u- 
|;ope. .The</:ontagion i^ epidemick, the infedtion- 
has fpreadF it&l^ through clergy and laity, nobles- 
and vulgaV'V irtfomuch, as he pafles for a man of no 
wit, who has^not a fpice of Athcifm. 

This will not feemftrange, when thou^flialt knowr 
that even among their Muftis themfelves, there 
have been fome Luciansj who ^fteeffled religion^ 

hut 
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' but an Old Wife's Tale, and ufed the moft impott- 
ant articles of their faith but as inftruments of 
^ambition and avarice, to aggrandize themfelves, and 
611 their coffers, Leo X. a famous Roman Pontiff^ 
^will bfe recbrded to all polkrity, for that farcafm of 
his on Jcfu^ the Meffias of the Chriftians : * How 
'^ much are we enriched by this fable of Chrift!*' 
Indeed, if we refiedl well on the maxims and prac- 
tices of that court, it will not be hard to conclude,, 
that gold is the great God of the Romans, and the 
'ultimate obje£l of their adoration; fince that aloneh 
can open or (hut heaven and hell ; no piety or 
viftue, ho prayers or tears, arms or penances being ^ 
available ; unlefsniade fo by the meritorious adjunS^ 
of this powerful metak Neither need the moft 
enormous finners defpair of pardon, if they have 
but Pluto for their pro£tor, and gold for their apo« 
logy ; there being certain rates fet upon all fins^ 
which if paid, thofe of the deepeft dye are as readily 
s^fohred as the fmalleft peccadillos. 

This fpiritual merchandize of fouls in the fupreme 
court of Chriftendem has, in^no fmalkdeerce, con- 
tributed to'the Athfeifm of the age ; while religion. 
is thereby rendered cheap and vile, a mere artifice 
of goviertfmentt a ftraugem of the prieAhdod, ta 
keep fools in awe and fubjedion. And therefore,, 
fuch as have a better opinion of themfelves, and 
would be thought nien of fenfe, take tx:caiioa> 
to carp at the very fundamental prinrcipies of all 
religion, and to difpute againft thebeing of a Go(t, 
Rather than tamely couch under the luggage of ma- 
» nifeft impoftures; they, like wild colts, throw off 
the yoke even of natural religion and* common mo- 
rality : And becaufe they have too much fenfe to be 
abufed with religious umbrages, and too little faith. 
to fwallow all the pious frauds of the church for 
undoubted oracles of heaven, they will have na 
feith at all, nor give any. credit to the didbtes of 
cotceft reafoD^ but turning fcepticks in all thiog89 

are 
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ate ftcdfaft to nothing but the fatisfaftion of their 
Jufts ; loolcing upon it as ill hufbandry of the prefent 
time, to ibuander away the leaft moment on the* 
thoughts of a future life. 

But thou venerable Hogia, who haft been prefent 
at the myfteries of the holy fepulchre, and kiiled 
the floor of Abraham!s oratory, art happy in the 
poiTeiEon of a blamelefs faith. Thou haft renounced 
the vain pleafures of fenfe ; and thy life is one con- 
tinued feries of abftinence, prayer, fafting, alms, 
and other good works. Having been blefled with; 
frequent vifions of Paradife, and anticipations of 
. the immortal ftate, pray, that Mahmut may per- 
''V ievere in the faith of a Mufliilman, and the. integrity 
of a loyal flave to the Grand Signior. 

Pads, ooth of the xath Moon, 
of the Year 1644. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Ta Egry Boinou, a. White Eunuch • 

I Cannot forget the-jfeirae, fince thou and I fate^ 
together in the Chiofe in Scutari, and enter- 
tained each: other with the ftories of the ancient 
Greek Poets. The profpefli which that gallery-af- 
forded, renewed our memory of feveral nations 
ftrifc about the birth-place of Homer j and from 
thence gave us occafion to difeourfe and make 
compartfoi^s between bim and Hefiod, Orpheus, 
and the reft of the celebrated Poets^ Philofophers, 
and Sages of the Eaft. I remember we paflld by 
degrees from one fubje<£i:-to another, till atlength 
we fell upon the tranilation of their heroes, and the 

genealogy. 
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genealogy of their Gods. Thou*t«riIt fay, I have a 

good memory, flioald I now rehearfe the feries of 

our converfation an this point. But I will not be 

fo troublefome for the fake of applaufe. Though I 

often think over thy fentiments with infinite de« 

light, yet I will not repeat them here, left I tempt 

thee to throw away my letter before thou haft half 

read it. Only give me leave to put thee in mind, 

how thou didft then vindicate the infant world, 

for placing thofe excellent fouls in heaven, wha 

had been iHuftrious benefadqrs to mankind on 

earth ; aqd that though after ages fell into the crime 

of idolatry, by giving divine honours to the firft 

inventors of arts and fciences, and facriiicing to ^ ^ 

the manes of departed heroes j yet it was thy opi- t 

nion, that thofe who firft confecrated them to im« 

mortality, and a fame that ftiould know no.end,^^ 

did but perform the rites of gratitude, execute the 

di£lates of innocent nature, without ever dreaming 

of the religious ceremonies which their deluded 

pofterity fuperinduced. 

To do thee juftice, this was a noble thought^ 
full of humanity, and exadly fquaring with un- 
biafled reafon ; and I muft confefs, I owe the fre- 
quent cure of my melancholy to the force of this 
generous fentiment. 

The Chriftians, efpecially here in the Weft^ 
outgo the Jews in the fuperftitious narrownefe of 
their principles; and as the latter confined falva- 
tion to the lineage of Jacob, fo the former reftrain 
it to the Latin church. I have often converfed with 
feme of their learned Dervifes^ on the theme of 
the Pagans falvation ; but can by no arguments 
beat them ofF from their inveterate prejudice. They 
will not allow fo much as one of the Heathens 
to be faved, and but a hundred and forty-four . 
thoufand of the Jews, accounting twelve thoufand 
of every tribe. This is the fevere arithmetick of 
the Wcftern Religion, whofc profeflbrs thereby 
I ■ render 
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render themfelya^isreater Infidels than thofe they 
damn. It is to be Eoped^ there is a larger calcule 
with God for the number of the blelled, or eJle 
one wouM think. Hell would be too populous, and 
the Devil would be forced to make frequent deriina-- 
tions, and fend colonies abroad, to make room for 
the ever fre(h ghit of bis new guefts. 

For my part, who was educated in the impartial 
rudiments of truth, in the ferene princi|[^s of the 
^ Mahometan Faith, I believe, ihsit there are fome 
iaved of all religions s and that at the day of jiKlg- 
ment, there {hall be ereded a fourth banner tor 
fuch to rcfort to, who never heard of Mofes, Jefus^ 
J^ «^ or Mahmut. AiTurectiy, there is no malice in the 
4 Omnipotent, and he will not damn men for their 

involuntary ignorance of his revealed laws, pro- 
vided they live up to the genuine didates of nature 
and reafon, which are tbe trucft fiandards of virtue 
^nd pofitive religion. 

. .TneChriftiana have a Heaven for their Saints, 
and a Hell for their Sinners ; in this they sigrce with 
|be Mdfilrihkns.^ They have a limbo for infants 
that die unbaptized ; and another for the virtuous 
Ifraeittes) whfo Jived before the Meffiahs* Theit 
chmty had been complete, had they provided a 
third for juft and virtuous men of all religions | 
iWiohi it is too hard to damn on the fcore of what 
they know not, fo long as they unblameably prac* 
tife whatfoevcr good they know. The chapter of 
prifons in the Alcoran, feems to contain a more equal 
diftribution of juftice, when it alSgris a middle- 
place, between Paradife and Hell, to thofe who 
nave led an indifferent life, equally checqucred with 
virtue and vice. They there behold the joys of the 
bleffed, and the torments of the damned ; yet flialJ 
neither talle of the one, nor feel the other j but 
pafs their time in a tedious neutrality, between the 
tcighth of blifs and the depth of mifery. 

But 
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£ut what MufTulman will queflion the falvaition 
of the Gent|lc3, when the Book of Glory itfelf telU 
US9 that Alexander the Gregit was an holy Prophef } 
«ind yet we kn^w,'hfe neither was of the feed of 
Abraham^ nor wad he fo mueh-as circumcifed. 

My coiiverfe with the leached Dervifcs ih ibis 

city, has taught me fome of their fchoo) diftinc- 

tions y among which, they ufe a pretty one in t^hc 

damnation of unbaptized infants; teaching, that 

fuch are damned to the pain of lofs, but not to 

the pain of fe»fe« I am apt to think thrs diftindioii 

may very well be adapted to the cafe of many 

men.» who, as their virtues are not of that her.oick . 

fiamp, as. to carry . them dire£Hy to Paradife; fo ^ ^ 

neither are their vices of fo olack a tipfture, Af 4 

to fink them immediately to Hell. I believe there 

are proportionate rewards and pubiihnkems for^M 

forts and degrees of virtue aild vk^i and > that 

the fouls of the departed are marflialled and dif- 

^a&d-in- receptacles afireeabte .to their proper rjj^ 

and quality. And if I can but get to VirgTs 

pleafant greens and ihady .v^roods, tiie fortunate 

manfions of innotent and juft rmtt^ I will not 

envy the heroes, nor defire to be canonized among 

the Gods. EiyfiutA and Paradife are fnuch at bne 

to me : I feek not the name, but the nature, of 

blifs. Provided I may gain but a place of reft and 

refr^fliment, and be admitted into agreesfble cont* 

pany, I will not complain, noa- dtflurb the peace of 

the bleil^d, with an ambitious queft of the higheft 

dignities in Heaven j as if a man could not be 

happy, unlefs he be made a Vizir of the bencl^ 

»bove. 

Let thou and I, dear Egry, live in fucKan exa<3: 
tdrrformity of manners here, that when we go 
hence, we may, by- the diving Numen, be both dif- 
pofed in the fame apartment and fociety, carry oup 
rriendfhip along with us to that other world ; and 
let us make a covenant, that whofoever dies firft, 

fhall 
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fhall foon appear to the Airvivor, and give him a; 
true account of his ftate, if it be in the power of the 
dead to perform fuch bargains. 

In the mean time, I counfel thee to make mucb 
of this prefent life; not by fordid voluptuoufnefs 
and vice, from which I know thy natural averfion; 
but by borrowing from each element, an^ occafion 
of improving thy /cience and virtue. This is the 
way to be raifed above the elements, in wbic}> at 
prefent thou art a fojourner ; and to attain th/ na^ 
tive (kies, and kindred ftarsj where our renowned 
Poets, Philofophers, Lawgivers, and other virtuous 
men are gone before us, expe6l our coming, and 
are ready to welcome us to the rights of their happy 
fociety. Adieu, 

Paris, 13th of the zft Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 



LETTER XXXr. 

To the Seliftar Aga, or Sword Bearer. 



IT is apparent, that the ftates of the world are 
void of compaffion, and that they are altogethef 
aftuated by a principle of intereft. 

Monfieur la Tuilliere, Ambaflador fisom France 
to the King of Denmark, arrived at that court with 
fpecious pretexts of mediation, promifing to do his 
utmoft to accommodate the differences between the 
two crowns of Denmark and Swedeland, with all 
poflible advantages to the former. But when the 
bufinefs came to the trial, when he faw King Chrif- 
tian advancing into the field againft Guftavus, with 
an army of aear twenty thoufand men, which in all 

likelihood 
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likelihood would have given the Swedes occafion to 
repent their ra(h and unjufl incurfions ;. he charmed 
the good-natured old King, with fuch fair promifes^ 
and fubtle Iniinuiitions, that he caufed him to retreat 
at the moment'of giving battle* 

In the fame manner dealt Galailb with the King, 
v^ho did but make a {hew \^ith his forces, without 
doing any effedtual fervice^ For when he might* 
have compelled the Swedifli General either to fight 
or Fejtir^ he fuflFered him freely to pafs through 
HolAein, and return into Germany. 

Xhe carious and inquiiitive lay the blame of this 
treachery on Cardinal Mazarini, whofe piftoles, 
they fay, had corrupted Galaflb, and made him ruu 
founter to his mafter's inftruftions. 

But in my opinion, this is. an unjufl: cenfure of 
the Cardinal, who was afterwards known to be inr 
ftrumental jn fpurring on the Hollanders tocompofe 
thefe ^quarrels I which, at laft, was acconjH^liihed 
by the dextrous mediation of this great Minifter. , 

I wi(h the differences between our glorious Sul- 
tan and the Venetians were as well adjufted with 
honour to the Ottoman Empire. 

Paris, ift of the ad Moon, 
of the Year 164^. 
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LETTER XXXL 

To the Reis Effcndi, Principal Secretary of 

State. 

TH E wars of Germany and Swedcland are the 
principal fubied of aifcourfe all over Europe^ 
efpectally in this Court'} wftich has a great intereft 
in the good Tuccefs of the Swedi(fa arms, thehoufe 
of Auffria being the moft formidable enemy that 
France has in the world. 

General Torftenfon mar<thes about like another 
Scanderbeg, viAorious wherever he ftrikes. It was 
to his own ruin,, that Galaflbfuffered him to pafs 
<iuietly through Holftein; when, in conjundion 
with the Dani& army, he was in a condition to give 
him battle, or conipel him to retire. 

No fooner was Ualafib feparated from the Danes^ 
and encamped near Magdeburgh, but Torftenfon 
began to obferve his motions^ and lay down not far 
from him, between whom there pafled many fl^ir- 
mifbcs, which very much leftened the German 
army. Befides, they were extremely incommoded 
for want of provifions ; fo that, at his return to 
Bohemia, he could prefent the Emperor with but a 
few of his men, and give but a (hallow account of 
the lofs of the reft. 

In the mean time, Coningfmark and Papenheim, 
two other Swedifti Commanders, are not idle, 
having taken Staden and Boxtehawdt, with moft of 
the other important places in the ArchbiQioprick of 
Bremen. 

Thus the German affairs decline apace ; and the 
Swedes, who not long ago were obfcure, and 
fcarce regarded, begin to make a confiderable figure 
in the world. 

IfliaU 
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I fiiall fend thee a coaftant account of «rhat is 
moft remarkable. God augment thy felicity. 

Paris, a 7th of the ad Moon, 
of the Year 1645 > 



LETTER XXXII. 
To Berba Muftapha, Aga. 

TH E bloodjr battle of Jankow has unperched 
the Jmperial Eagle, which can no longer 
endure the fmoke of Swedilh gunpowder. 

The German Court is removed in a great fright 
to Prague in Bohemia, there to ciirfe the avarice of 
the foTdiers, whofe greedy defire of the Swedifli 
prey betrayed the German army to the fwords of 
the conquerors. 

This battle was fought on the fixth day of the 
third moon of this prefent year. Goets, one of the 
Imperial Generals, was killed in the iirft onfet ; 
which fo inflamed Baron John de Werdt, that, with 
four thoufand men, he brake into the left wing of 
the Swedes, putting them into an irrecoverable dif- 
order. The Germans, feeing their enemies retreat 
in much confufion, fell to plundering the baggage. 
General Torftenfon, turning their covetoufnefs to 
his advantage, lets them alone till they were all 
entangled and loaded with booty ; then fuddenly 
falls upon them, and turned the fortune of the day 
on his own fide. 

There were above three thoufand of the Impe- 
rialifts killed Upon the fpot, and four thoufand taken 
prifoners ; among whom were the Generals Hatf- 
feldt, Mercy, Broy, Zaradeikie, and feven other 
principal Commanders* 

By 
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By this fatal ftroke the Swedes have opened to 
themfelves a paiTage into Moravia, Aultria, and 
Hungary ; fo that in time they may extend their 
conquefts even to the confines of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

I pray the Great God to continue the wars be- 
tween thefe Infidel nations, that fo^ not attending 
to the general intereft of Chriftendom, but weaken- 
ing each other, they may, at lengthy become a 
prey to the True Believers. 

Paris, ift of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1645. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

To Ofman Adrooneth, an Aftrologer at 
Scio. 

I Know not whether it be an e(Fe£t of the ftars, or 
the fport of the fpirits that has happened here 
lately; whether it proceeds from Heaven or Hell, 
Nature or Magick Art, Chance or Deftiny; the 
marks it has left behind it are very terrible, and the 
aftonifliment is not yet oft* from the people's 
hearts. 

Three days ago I was riding from Paris to Saint 
Germain en Lay, where the Court refides. When 
I was got about halfway on the road, there arofe a 
fudden blaft of wind, which fulhing vehemently 
^monp; the trees, made an uncouth noife, and ftruck 
me with fome furprize and horror j but my amaze- 
ment was foon increafed, when I perceived the 
hedges and trees, that grew along the road fide, 
torn up, and carried away by an invifible hand. I 
was afraid my horfe and I fliould have been takea 

up 
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up for company; for this whirlwind paflTed very 
near us, twifttng in all that was in its way ; and 
fwiftly moving in a circular figure, it grew to fuch 
a bignefs, by the continual addition of trees, hedges, 
ftones, earth, &c. that it Teemed like a fljing wojd. 

I tell thee, though I was not without lome appre* 
henfion of danger, yet hitherto this was the plea* 
fanteft and mon diverting fpedacle that ever I faw in 
my life. Trees arc a very eratefu! objed on the earth, 
but they are much more (o in the air ; and efpecialiy 
at that height and diftance. they zffe& the eye with 
iinfpeakable delight. I was ravtfhed to fee a moving 
foreft, almoft as high as the clouds. The pendulous 
gardens of Babylon would have appeared but a 
trifle, in comparifon of this noble fcene. 

I followed it with my eye as far as I could, till at 
length my fight was intercepted by a thick (hower 
of rain, which drove me into a hoUfe for (belter ; 
where^ before I came away, I was informed that 
what I efteemed fo delightful, proved very tragical to 
the neighbouring villages. Failing down from that 
height 1 left it at, and fcattering its former load, it 
Ml violently into the groves and orchards, tearing 
up fome thoufands of trees by the roots, and carry- 
ing them away like chaflT in the air, throwing doWil 
many hundreds of houfes, removing others from the 
foundations, and doing the poor hufband men fuch 
irreparable damages, as the like has not been known 
in the memory of man. > 

Common humanity taught me to pity thefe Infi- 
dels ; and the natural principle of felf-prefervation 
made me blefs niyrelf, that I had efcaped fo inimi* 
nent a danger. But tell me, thou who art conver- 
fant in the fecrets of Nature, who knoweft the 
influences of the flrars, and the bidden force of the 
elements, what is the caufe of thefe wild fits and con* 
vulfions of the air? The fuperfliitious here fay, the 
Devils are let loofe, at fuch a time, from their infer- 
nal prifons, to keep a carnival^ and play their 

Vol. II. N wanton 
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''wanton pranks in opea light, there being noholU 
days in Hell. Others believe magicians are at 
work, and by the force of fpells raife hurricanes and 
ftorms. But the learned fay, that thefe are only the 
cfFedls of nature, proceeding frqm meteors and. 
exhalations in the air. I, for my part, njever puzzle 
nnyfelf with a ^ain fearch after that which cannot bej 
demonflrated. If thefe hurricanes he natural, iheo; 
it is certain, nature does not difcover her ipo.wer at 
all times, nor in the conflant feries of. her works; 
but has herreferves and tiipe&of ftate, wherein ib« 
difplays herfelf with greater pageantry, to create 
refped : Since the unthinking part of mankind k 
fooner taken with fuch unufua^ eve^ts^ as., make a 
noife, than with the ancient {landing; miracles of 
the.creation, the filent and regular niotioos, exqcti- 
£te order, and never-ceafing ia£livity of the- fuit»' 
moon, and ftars. Thus we are hever ftnlf We J of 
the heat that is within us, or the circulation of oor 
blood, becaufe we are always habituated to feel k' 
from our embryo. 

I tell thee, fage Oiman, if I have any dr^ad upon; 
me, it is of esirtaquakes; bQcauie^they take from j^. 
all fure footing, r rom thunder, lightning, and all 
the ftorms in open air^ Tiberjus's , remedy will 
fepur/e us: Nay, the very beafts will bp c^frgutd^s to 
fpm^ fafe den or cave ; but from an earthquake there 
is no retreat; that undermines anc) blows iis i^. 
without any warning, neither haye we time or 
means toefcape. This makes me always ;. think I 
walk upon a cobweb, fo thin ajsd brittle jsfthis out- 
ward cruft of earth we tread on. c 

He that founded the earth, and b^s i^dmirably 
kneaded this globje together with water, .grant us a 
refuge in time of idanger, and an eternal fandu^ry 
in Paradife. . . 

Paris, ift of the %i Moon* 
of the Year x645» , 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
To the Kaimacham. 

INe^d liot apologise for my long filence. Ella- 
chim aflures me he has acquainted Nathan Ben 
Saddi with the occafibn of it, by whom the news of 
TTiy itnprifonment might be tranfmitted to the Sub- 
lime Porte, When 1 was firft feized upon, I had 
^ot the liberty to fend for Eliachim, or feri any body \ 
.4that I defired to fpeak with. • But that honeft Jew jip*« 
fobn heard the news, and writ to Vienna, to pre- ^ 

•vent ^ny difjf)atches that might come from thence, 
^ from Conftantinople. He has now fully con- 
vinced me of his fidelity, which I fo long fufpeded'; 
jnd I dare truft him henceforward with the moft 
important concerns of my commiffion. Hisfagacity 
and conduft in this occurrence is worthy of acknow- 
ledgment and reward, having dextroufly blinded 
<!3ardinal Mazarinj, who is an Argus, baffled his 
fevereft fcrutinies, and been highly inftrumental in 
procuring me the liberty I now again enjoy. 

The Arabian proverb fays, * The camel that 
• travels often to Mecca will return lame at laft/ 
I had for a long time eflayed to penetrate into the 
drifts of this Cardinal, as well as thofe of his prede- 
ceHbr Richlieu, yet found nothing but riddles. One 
might as foon trace Arethufa in her wanderings 
under ground, or purfue a man in the intricate 
mazes of Da?dalu^, as difcovcr the intrigues of thi» 
ftate-ferpent. His defigns are a perfe^^ labyrinth.. 
However, walking one day in one of their churches^^ 
I caft my eye on a ftone in the paverafent, juft before 
the image of the Virgin Mary, which, by the per- 
petual kneeling of ipany thoufand votaries, ^aa^ 
worn away half a cubit. The fight of this made me 
conclude,, that there is no difficulty fo great,. 
N a. whicb 
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which by affiduous induftry, and conftant refo- 
lutton, may not be overcome. Cheered with this 
thought, I determined with my&lf never to faint, 
•r give over my moftftrenuous endeavours to unlock 
the cabinet of this great Minifer, wherein I knew 
all the fecrets of Europe were laid up. I left no 
ftone unturned to compafs my defign ; I haunted 
the Court daily, and followed the Cardinal like his 
ibadow. I infinuated with his followers and crea- 
tures, flattered the foft and ambitious, prefented 
gifts to the covetous, was merry and frank with 
^* fome, referved and grave with pthers: In fine, I 
fo aimed to comport myfelf with every one, that I 
might win alK At length, knowing that there was 
a private agent from Prince Ragotiki come to this 
Court, my zeal for the Grand Signior fug^efted to 
me, that if I could wind myfelf into this man's 
acquaintance, I ihould be aole tp unravel fome 
great fecret, and do an acceptable fervice to the 
Ottoman Empire. 

Opportunities are feldom wanting to the watch« 
ful and diligent. I had acquaintance enough at the 
Court; and appearing often in the retinue of Maza- 
lini, and the Cardinal fometimes fingltng me out, 
and difcourfing with me» in the prefence of the 
Tranfyivanian, this ftranger took more than ordt>- 
nary notice of me; which gave me occafion to 
addrefs myfelf to him, in hopes to accomplifh my 
purpofe. But fate had otberwife decreed. The 
agent remembered my face, and told me in the 
Sclavonian tongue. That he had feen me in the 
Grand Signior's Seraglio. It is not hard for thee^ 
illuflrious fCaimacham, to conceive the diforderl 
was in at this challenge. But refuming courage, I 
replied, * That it was poffible he might have feen 
' me there ; for I had formerly ferved . a Gero^an 

* AmbaflTador at the Ottoman Court, in quality of 

• Secretary.* He feemed fatisfied with my anfwer, 
difiembling bis farther thoughts, but, as I after-, 

wards 
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iRrards (>erceived, I ow« my poofinemept to this fat^t 
interview. No doubt; but he remarked the particu"- 
lar ftation I was in at the Seraglio^ when he carare^ 
thither to ^egociate for Prince .Ragotild in Sultaw>> 
Amurath's time j for, before I went to bed that 
night, I was fent for to Ca^-dinal Alazarini, and 
ftri&Iy examined about my country, my religieii,, 
tny bufinefe at Paris>, and o^her matters, and wa&; 
•fent away prifoner to the Baftile (which was for^ 
n^rly a citadel ereded to awe this town, but not 
being &und ferviceahle in that kind, is flnce made su 
prifon). That which moft puzzles me is, that I 
was not confronted face to face with this TranfyK 
vanian. My confinement was very clofe, beings 
denied the ufe of pen, ink,, and paper, and the acceft. 
ef any of my friends-: Indeed, I knew not what ufe 
to make of tboie materials, nor durfl I write to anf' 
body, left I ftould have brought them into thefam^C' 
ihare, and done myfelf a greater difiervice. All myr 
comfort wa«, that I had left no writings in my^ 
todgings, which could difcover the affairs of my^ 
commi^n. It is true, when I was fearched, theyr 
found the Alcoran in my |x>cket, which gave aa 
I .mighty jealoufy to the Card inal> but I excufed ity, 
! by faying I kept that book, that I might not forget: 
my Arabick 3 in which the Cardinal knew I wasv 
well fki]led,.havingformer]y feen a tranflation. which) 
I made out of that language for Cardinal Ricblieu«. 
.Bdldes,. they found in my chamber Plutarch's^' 
£riv^, the Annals of Tacitus, Livy's RomamHif-- 
tory, a Philofophical Trcatife of Avertoes, and ^ 
•finall Tira<% of Stk Auguftine, one of the Chriftiam 
Fathers;, which made it appear as reafonable to* 
conclude me a Pagan or a- Chriftian jibr; havings theiir 
• books by me, . as a Turk for havinffitbe Alcoram 

I ftill perufted in afferting* myfelf to be Titus oj? 
Moldavia,, and that I was a Chriftian (Heaven for-^ 
give the perjury !)' I bad. a Friar fenf to me, who* 
exhorted me to a confeffion of my fin^ thinking 
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this way to pump die mightf fecret from me. Bat 
this turned to my advantage ; for calling to mind a 
learned and ingenious Friar, witk whom I had con- 
verfed, and contracted fome friendihip, I fignified 
my resolution to confefs my felf to him. ^ This is a 

J)rivilege could not be denied me, it being lawful 
or every man to cbufe his own Confeflbr. The 
Friar was fent for; and this being the only time 1 
was like to fpeak to any of my friends without wit- 
nefles, I impro? ed the advantage ; and to make my 
confeflion feem the more fincere, I accused myfelf 
of what I never was guilty of, telling him with a 
well-counterfeited forrow» that the truereafonof my 
' abandoning Moldavia was, becaufe I had murdered 
a near kinfman there. My confeffion ended, and 
abfolution granted, the Friar embraced me, and told 
me, that he would do me all the fervjcehe could, in 
order to my releafe. I exprefled my gratitude in the 
beft terms I could, and beeged of him to vifit me 
often, fince he was the only perfon would be al- 
lowed to do me that kind office. I will not detain 
thee longer, fage Baflfa, in expectation of the ifTue. 
' This noneft Friar was as |ood as his word. He 
Vas admitted to fee me almoft daily without fufpicion. 
I trufted him with Eliachim's acquaintance, which 
rendered him very ferviceable ; for he often brought 
me money from the Jew, when he knew not how 
otherwife to ccmvey it to me. In a word, between 
them both, the^r fo wrought on the Cardinal, that^ 
. after fix moons imprifonment, I was releafed, and 
am now in more credit than before. 
The Great God grant, that the malice of the Infi* 
' dels may always turn to the advantage of the True 
Believers; ana that, from their jealoufies, occafions 
may arife to promote the intereft of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

Paris, ft4th of the 7tb Moon» 
of the.Yeai 1645* 
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LETTER XXXV. 

To the Venerable Mufti. 

AT length I am rdcafed from a tedious imprH 
fonment, the occafion of which the Kaima^ 
cham will acquaint thee with. Had this happened 
in Spain, my ufaee had been much worfe. And 
for this reafon I efteera France the nobleft and freeft 
kingdom within the pale of the Latin church ; *^ 
that it never would fubmit to the tyranny of the *^ 
inqutfition ; which is a kind of Ecclefiaftical Divan, "^^ 
or High Court of Judicature, where crimes againft 
the Church arfd State are tried. It was firft ereSed 
at the inftanceof one Dominick, who for this me- 
ritorious projefl, was afterwards canonized a Saint. . 
The original defign of it was, to extirpate the 
Moors and Jews out of Spain and Portugal. But 
now it is made a trap for all ftrangers, and efpecialiy 
thofe they call Hereticks. Whofoever falls into it, 
is commonly fleeced of his eftate, and not feldora 
choufed out of his life. For the firft thing the Holy 
Fathers Inquifitors do, is to make a zealous add de« 
vout infp«<^ion into the pofleflions of the prifoner. 
If they find htm rich, that is fufficient to make him 
criminal ; and the good fathers will take a pious 
care to difpofe of his wealth. They have their fpies 
in all companies, who inform them of mens words 
and anions. Thefe hounds arc always upon the 
fcent, and will fmell a Heretick out, if he breathes 
within the purlieu of their hunt. A man dares not 
fay his foul is his own in thefe countries, nor claiai ' 
the privilege to cxercife his reafon. The inhabi- 
tants live in a moft abje£k flavery to the priefthood, 
and travellers muft drag the chain, bridle their 
tongues, and curb their adions for their own fecu- 
rity. But in France the inquifition is abhorred* 

and 
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and an immortal averfion conceived againfl tW 
tyranny s^nd cfuei practices of the Spaniards. The 
people are of more eenerous tempers, the laws are 
not fo rigorous, and yet they come far ihort of the 
juftice of the Ottoman Empire. Though my con- 
finement was tedious^ yet it was tolerable ; and if 
I could not be happy in a prifon, fo neither Mras I 
properly miferable. 

When evil furprizes us, we commonly affright 
ourfelves, by beholding it in its grofs bulk ; qut 
fcattered fpirits are aflonifbed at an infinite bug-^ 
bear. Whereas^ if we take a more particular fut^ 
vey of the dreadful, objeft, anatomize and view it 
piece by piece, we find that the greateft part of 
what fo difmayed us, had no other exiftence than 
in our own imaginations.^ Thus when I was firft 
fetzed by Cardinal Mazarini's order, I prefaced to. 
myfelf no tefs than infufferable tortures, an igno- 
mmious death, and (which aiFe£led me with the 
tao& fenfible grief j the difcpvery of my commiiBon, 
and the afFairs of the Sublime Porte. When I firft 
entered the prifon, I bid adieu to all joy and com- 
fort In this life, and thought of nothing but prepar^^ 
ing myfelf for the other world, where I hoped to be 
xenewed again to knmenfe pleafures, the delights of 
.paradife, as a reward of my fufierings for that law,, 
which was brought down from Heaven by the^ 
Angel Gabriel. 

Thefe were my firft thoughts in prifon, but wbeii« 
lleep had compofed my fpirits, and time had ren- 
dered nie more familiar with the place of my re* 
ftraint* I began to think it was not impoffible to^ 
live, and even to regain my liberty. However I 
refolved to alleviate the caufe of my reftraint,. by 
contracting my defires within a narrower compafs^ 
and circiimfcribing my wiihes within, thofe walls 
which confined nfiy body. I framed to myfelf feli^ 
cities out of the contemplation of my mifery, and. 
by confidering. wiiat Ienloyed;y I pacified my dif-. 

content 
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content for what I wanted. I was not fo clofe Ihut, 
but that I could at pleafure let in frefh air, and 
take a pfofped): of the city and adjacent fields at 
my window. This made me relifli my prifon with 
feme degree of content.^ The want which moft 
afHi£ted me, was, that of fountain water, which 
I durft not fo much as ^(k for, in fuch quantities as 
are recjuifite to the cleannefs of a Muffulman, left 
1 ihould have confirmed them in the fufpicion 
ivhich was the occafion of my imprifonment. For 
'I was fure my aftions would be narrowly ob« 
icrved. 

The fame caution i^ade me not refufe to eat on 
fwine's flefh, and drink freely of wine, when once 
invited fo- the Governor's table. It is true, I had 
great fcruples and fears upon me. But I comforted 
jnyfelf with thbfe paflages in the Alcoran, which 
fcem to indulge us this liberty in cafe of.neceffity, 
by afluring us. That God is the Merciful of the 
Merciful, and that he requires not unreafonable 

Eerformances of his creatures. Otherwife I ibould 
ave thought every tnorfel I fwallowed of that exe- 
crable meat would have choked me, and every 
draught of wine have been my poifon. Tell me. 
Great Oracle of Truth, whether in this I have not 
finned i I think myfelf not innocent, till thou haft 
pronounced me fo. However, this frankncfa in 
eating and drinking with the Chriftians without 
the leaft referv^e or nicenefs, contributed fomething 
to their better opinion of me. Men are generally 
fo wedded to their own cuftoms, that he looks like 
a monfter who thwarts them, and does not comply 
with the prefent mode. And the French have a 
proverb, * That when a man is at Rome, he muft 
• live like Jthe Romans.' 

I believe I was invited to this collation in order to 

a discovery ; and had I refufed to eat and drink what 

<wa$ before me, it had, nodoubt, been a convincing 

-argument to thefe Infidels, that I was a Muflulman. 

If 
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If I have finned in this point, I humbly crave thy 
abfolution and prayers j but if I have done well, in^ 
form mc, that lb 1 may have peace of confcicncc. 

Parii, a4th of the 7th Moos« 
of the Year 1645 • 



LETTER XXXVI. 

^^ To Mehemct, an Eunuch Page in the 
— "* ' Seraglio. 
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THOU haft Ipne ago heard of my imprifoi^-- 
mcnt at Paris, let not the news of my relcafe 
be unwelcome to thee. If thou didft then fympa^ 
tbixc with my fufferings, now take a fbarelin my 

{'oy, I believe thou haft fricndfhip enough to do 
»oth, and I am willing thou (houldft divide the 
one with me as well as the other; 
. I will not therefore make nHee melancholy with 
f^ rehearfal of my fears and apprehbnfionsv my w:ants 
and difcontents, with other doleful circu'mftances 
of a prifon, I am now at liberty, let fadnefs vanifit. 
Yet I have not fo forgot my late grief, as to be now ' 
(Bxceffive in my joy, unce I am liable to the fame, 
or a worfe difafter again. It is never good to be fe- 
cure^ while we are ignorant what is the next potion 
that fate is tempering for us. Moderation keeps a 
man upon his guard ; and if any ftroke of misfor- 
tune be aimed at him, he ia aware of the blow, and 
fo can either dextroufty ward it off, or at leaft take 
honourable quarter : Whereas he that fuflFers him- 
felf to be diflblved, and his mind unbent with pro- 
fperity, is taken captive by evil, without being abb 
to make any eafy conditions for himfelf. I love to 
Jiave my.eye^.open, and to look round the whole 
Jjorizon of contingencies : I watch for the very poffi-^ 

bilities 
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bilities of misfoitune, that fo I may not be catched 
napping by a calamity, but be always in a ftate td 
fence, or make compofition* 

I will now tell thee with more freedom than I did 
ibe Mufti, what happened to me during my^mpri- 
fonment. The Governor of the citadel where I 
was confined invited me one day to a banquet. I 
need not give t^ee an inventory of the various diflies 
with which his table was furniihed : Our entertain* 
fhent was generous, he regaled me beyond the ex- 
peflation of a prifoner, and had there not been a 
deiign in it, I (hould have admired the bounty q£ 
this Infidel. But this treat was a fnare, and conr 
trived for a teft of my religion, whether I was a 
difciple of , Mahomet or Jefus ? Thou knoweft .the 
Chriftians eat fwine'sflefli^ and drink wine, which 
the MuiTulmB^ns h^ve in abomination. We had 
plenty of both at this feaft, and I durft not be 
^ueamifli at either. I tell, thee, though I eat of 
the one with littlepleafure, yet I drank of the other 
without any difguft. Thefe Nazarenes imitate the 
ancient Grecians ^t their banquets, in drinking. of 
healths to fuch a?,they nioft efteem. The Governor 
lulled pie wi,th glalTes, and I quaffed liberally. Policy 
and felf-prefervation taught me to begin the de- 
bauch; and the charms of that tempting liquor 
would not fufFer me to ihrink to the end. The 
wines of France are very delicate, and we had 
choice of the befl. The pleafure I enjoyed at thia 
banquet, had almoft reconciled me to the difciples 
of Hali, and I could ha^re wiflied our prophet had 
been in a better humour, when he forbid us th^ 
juice of th^ grape, ^ He promifes us rivers of wine 
in paradife, and while I was in my cups, I thought 
he might connive at us, for taking a glafs or two 
fometimes on earth. If thou hafl not yet tafted this 
enchanting liquor, I wifli thee to abftain as long as 
thou liveft ; for otherwife thou wilt find it very dif- 
ficult ta overcome the defires of it, or to liveAvith- 

out 
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out it. For my part, I greedily longed for it before 
ever I tafted it, becaufe it was forbid : And now L \ 
have often had my fill of it, my appetite is increafed. 
The more I drink, the greater is my thirft after it, 
which is neverlike to be quenched, till I (hall drink 
at the original Cbuntains of wine in paradifc. 

I do not think it fo great a fin as our Do^rs 
would make us believe^ fince the Divine Lawgiver 
prefcribes abfttnence from wine, rather as a counfel, 
than a command. If thou art of anpther opinion, 
I cenfure thee not. The late Sultan Amurath was 
of my mind, and many Grandees at the Porte count 
it no Kerefy. All the danger lies in the excels. I 
am no advocate for drunkards. 

Let thefe things be fpoken like words in a dream, 
which cannot be remembered again. Thou haft 
prudence enough to take care, that this letter fall 
not into the hands of fuch as (hall difpofe of it in 
the wall of the Hazoda. It is evident that I love 
thee, in that I thus frankly difclofe fuch paflages as 
I would not have others be privy to. 

After all, I declare I (hould efteem myfelf mudi 
more happv, might I exchange Paris for Con((anti- 
nople, anci the moft delicious wines of Europe, for 
the wholcfome Sherbets of Afia'. 

May Heaven fulfil my defire to fee thee oric^ 
nain, with the reft of my friends at the Seraglio. 
Continue thy afFedion to Mahmut, who loves his 
friends without hypocrify* Adieu*. 

Paris, ft^th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1645 • 

According to the Chriftian Style. 
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